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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known th

at we, ALEXANDER KOVACS

and AxTox CsUPixn, citizen ot the United

States of America, and residents of Chicago,
Cook county, State of Illinois, and Harvey,

Cook county, State of Illinois, respectively, ;

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Feed-bags, of which the fol-
Jowing is a specification.

The main object of this invention 1s to
provide improved means for supporting a
feed bag from the head of an animal, where-
by the bag will be sutomatically advanced

keep the contents always

within reach of the mouth of the animal and
thereby avoid the waste of (%ra'm which oc-

curs with an ordinary fee

animal tosses the
the grain within

bag when an
bag in an effort to bring
reach. This object 1s ac-

complished by the device shown in the
accompanying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 1s a

side elevation, showing a

feed bag constructed according to this in-
vention suspended from the head of a horse.
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the feed bag with
the supporting means secured in thelr con-

tracted position.
partly sectional,
supporting means

Fig. 3 1s an elevation,

of the feed bag with the
extended, as when the bag

‘< in use and contains a quantity of grain.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional detail of the !
supporting means while secured in their

contracted position.

In the form shown in the drawing, the re-
ceptacle or bag 11s of the ordinary construc-
tion and is hung by a pair of straps 2 from
an arched member 8 which 1s shaped to fit

over the neck of

s horse, just back of the

anrs. 'The member 8, comprising two Sec-
tions pivoted together at the top, is prefer-
ably made of metal. The upper parts of
both sections of the member 3 are substan-
tially semi-circular in cross-section, so as to
form guideways and seats for the springs 4
which connect the straps 2 with the member

3. The lower pa

vt of each section 1s chan-

nel-shaped to guide the straps 2. A pad 5

is secured to the 1

nner face of the member 3.

Loops 6 and 7 on the member 3 retain the
springs and straps in their respective seats
- d also serve as stops for limiting the
ovement of the bag with respect to the
member 3. 'The upper ends of the Springs 4
are attached to a stud 8 on the member 3,

and their lower
buckles 9 adjusta

ends are attached to the
bly mounted on the straps
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9. One end of each strap 2 is secured to the

bag, and the strap 1s then passed through
the respective buckle 9, and 1ts free end has
perforations whereby it may be secured to
lie stud 8 to hold the springs in their re-
tracted positions, as in Fig. 4.

The adjustment and operation of the de-
vice shown is as follows: When the bag 1S

- not in use and is being carried about by
hand or is hung up, the straps 2 are fgs-

tened to the stud 8. When an animal 1s to

' be fed from the hag, the straps 2 are re-

moved from the stud 8, and the weight of
the grain causes the springs 4 to stretch.
As the grain is eaten by the animal, the
weight supported by the springs 4 1s cOr-
respondingly decreased, and the bag auto-
matically rises proportionately to the con-
sumption of the grain.

The springs 4 should be of such strength
that they will stretch until the buckles 9
engage the stops 7, when the bag is full of

graili but will hold the buckles into engage-

mhent with the stops 6 when the bag 1s
empty. By adjusting the straps 2 in the
buckles 9, the bag may be adjusted to fit the
individual animal. ' -

Although we have shown and described
but one specific embodiment of our inven-
tion, it will be understood that some of the
details of the construction shown may be
2ltered or omitted without departing ifron
the spirit of this invention.

We claim :—

1. The combination of a feed bag, aI
arched member adapted to support the ba;

' £.om an animal’s head, straps secured to sal

bag at opposite sides, and helical spring
secured to said straps and connected to sal
member near the middle of the arched par
thereof, said springs being adapted to autc
matically elevate said bag as the removal o
the contents lightens the weight thereof, an

caid member being shaped to guide th

movements of said straps and connect1ol

and means for securing saild straps directl
to said member to prevent the extension
said springs.

o The combination of a feed bag, a
arched member, straps secured to sald be
for supporting 1t from said member, helic
springs extending downwardly at each sic
of said member and adjustably connected
their lower ends with said straps, the fr
ends of said straps extending upward ar

| adapted to be secured to prevent the exte




o
1
......

10

Cn

29

1D
ot

£2 - 823,859

sion of said springs, and means for securing
said free ends of the straps.

3. The combination of a feed bag, an
arched member, straps secured to said bag
for supporting it from said member, helical
Springs extencgling_downwardly at each side
of said member and adjustably connected at
their lower ends with said straps, the free
ends of said straps extending upward and
adapted to be secured to prevent the exten-
sion of said springs, means for securing said
free ends of the straps, said member being
shaped to guide the movement of said
springs between its contracted and extended
positions, and stops on sald member for
limiting the movement of said springs.

4. The combination of a feed bag, an
arched member comprising two parts piv-
oted together on a vertical axis at the top,
an upwardly projecting stud on said mem-
ber, straps connected to said bag at opposite
sides, and a pair of springs extending down-
wardly along opposite sides of said member
and each having one end connected to said
stud and having the other end connected to
one of said straps at a point intermediate of

its ends, said springs being adapted to auto-
matically elevate said bag as the removal of
the contents lightens the weight thereoi.

5. The combination of a feed bag, an
arched member comprising two parts piv-
oted together on a vertical axis at the top,
an upwardly projecting stud on said mem-
ber, straps connected to said bag at opposite
sides, and a pair of springs extending down-
wardly along opposite sides of said member
and each having one end connected to said
stud and having the other end connected to
one of said straps at a point intermediate of
its ends, said spring being adapted to auto-
matically elevate said bag as the removal of
the contents lightens the weight thereof, said
straps being adapted to be connected to said
stud for securing said spring in a contracted
position.

Signed at Chicago this 19th day of De-

cember, 1908.
ALEXANDER KOVACS.
ANTON CSUPAK.
Witnesses: |
C. A. RuMMLER,
Mary M. Dinryiax.
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