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To all whom it may concern’

Re it known that I, Hexry T. KPPERSON,
o citizen of the United States, residing at
Oakland, in the county of Alameda and
Qtate of California, have invented cer 21N
now and useful Improvements in Iiolding
Devices, of which the following s a specti-
cation, reference being
accompanying drawing.

This invention relates to means for hoid-
ing china or other receptacle or articles while
being painted ov decorated, and has for its
object the provision of means for facilitating
the supporting of an article by the hand
during the decoration thereof, preferably,
by panting the same with a brush held 1n
the operator’s hand.

Another object of the present vention
is the peculiar construction of & clamp-
device to be employed by a painter or deco-
rator, which clamp-device or holder comi-
prises & MINIMUM number of }
cient in operation, and durabie and com-
paratively inexpensive to construct,

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel construe-
tions, combinations, and arrangements ol
parts, as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed.

Tn the drawings: Figure 1 is a view In
side elevation of a device constructed 1n ac-
cordance with the present invention, and
Fig. 2 1s a top plan view of the structure
depicted in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a view, in side

elevation, of my device showing the jaws 1

their open position. Kig. 4 is a rear view, 1n
elevation, of the device, and Fig. 5 1s a tront
view thereof, in elevation.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
desicnates the primary jaw, which is, prefer-
ably, substantially cylindrical m cross sec-
tion: the jaw 1 1s provided, at 1ts rear end
with a bifurcated portion which the spac-
ine and supporting strip 2 is secured by any
«mitable fastening means, as rivets or pins 3.
The jaw 1 is provided with a flat cut-out
portion, at 4, ©O which is secured the holding
disk 5; the disk 5 1s, preferably, hollow upon
its upper portion for receiving the bottom
or end of the receptacle, as for 1nstance,

cup 6. The holding disk or receptacle 5

constitutes a seat or socket in the primaly

jaw 1, to be engaged by a portion of the
receptacle or article 6, which is to be painted
or decorated. Secured to the front fiat end

of jaw 1 is a plate or foot 7, which is provided |

had therein to the |

parts, is effi-

with a flat bottom or base 8, whereby the

holding or clamp-device can be secured 1 an
upright position upon a table or any other
suitable support, and placed thereon, even
though the holding or clamp-device 18 SUP-
norting a receptacie or articie upon the disk
or holder 5.

The auxiliary movable jaw 9 1s bifurcated,
ot its inner end, and within the bifurcated
end, is positioned the upper end 10 of the
spacing and supporting strip or memboer 2;
the jaw 0 being fixedly secured to the spacing
strip through the medium of the pmn or
vivets 11 extending through the bifurcated
portion and the end of the strip 2 positioned
therein. |

The jaw 9 is provided, at 1ts outer end,
with rteduced screw-threaded portion 12,
which portion 12 1s threaded into one end of
an olbow 13. A finger or tooth 14 1is pro-
vided at its upper or Inner end with & thread-
od reduced extension 122 which 1s threaded
into the other end of the elbow 13. The fin-
oer 14 is positioned at right-angles to the lon-
oitudinal axis of the body 92 of the jaw 9.
By reason of the pecuhar tapering structure
of the tooth 14, it is to be noted that while
the lower end will extend into and securely
clamp the article or receptacle 6 against the
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Jisk or horizontal support 5, still it does not .

take up much room, although the width
thereof, at its mner or upper end, contiguocus
to the extension 122, is sufiictent to afford a
very rigid and strong connection with the
elbow 13. - '

Tt is often desired to hold the article being
decorated securely between the jaws, and,
therefore, I provide a band or loop 15 which
is adapted to be quickly positioned over the
ianer ends of the jaws and passed longitudi-
nally of the same, so that it will be positioned
‘ntermediate their ends a suilicient distance
to securely retain the article being decorated
or which has been decorated between the
jaws. It will, therefore, be noted that I
have provided a lock for holding the jaws to-
gether, which COmMPprises surrounding means,
engaging both of the Jaws intermediate their
ends, and which surrounding or clamping
means can be quickly detached when it 1s de-
sired and the operator’s hand be employed
for holding the jaws together without any
quxiliary or mechanical means for accom-
plishing this result, although in many cases,
it is desired to have a lock for accomplishing
the function just mentioned. The locking
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- positioned at right-angles to said
- Jaw and having
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Jaw provided with a bifurcated end,

means or bemd 15 may be foi“med- of rubber

or elastic material for accomplishing the de-
' | clamped

sired result. -

- The foot-plate 7 is of sufficient length to
prevent the device from falling over on its
side, when it is placed upon a support, irre-

spective as to whether the same is CAITyIng
an article or receptacle, as for instance 6."

What I claim 1s: . |
1. In a device of the character described,

‘the combination of a primary jaw provided

with & bifurcated end and having at its oOppo-
site end a cut-out portion, article-supporting
means secured to said cut-out portion, a
spacing and supporting strip secured near
one end in the bifurcated end, an auxilary
the strip
the aux-

positioned in said bifurcated end of
iiary jaw, means pivotally

to the other end of said auxiliary jaw, and a
finger secured to said elbow. - |
2. A device of the character described,
comprising a primary jaw provided at one
end with a slot and at its other end with a
cut-out portion, a disk or flat plate secured
to the cut-out portion, a vertical foot secured
to the outer end of said jaw, and being capa-
ble of preventing the jaw from rotating
when placed upon a support, a spacing strip
primary
one end fixedly secured in
the slot of the jaw, an auxiliary Jaw provided
with a slot at its inner end, the strip PLV-

otally secured in the slot of said auxiliary
1aw, said auxiliary jaw provided with a body

having a reduced threaded extension af its
outer end, an elbow threaded upon said ex-
tension, a tapering finger provided at one
* 4. . : . :
end with a reduced threaded extension, said

last-mentioned extension threaded into said

elbow, the finger normally positioned near
one end of said disk, and a detachable band

~positioned upon the jaws intermediate their -

ends
tion.

3. A device of the character described,
comprising a pair of jaws, means pivotally
connecting said jaws, one jaw provided with
a fixed receptacle and the other jaw provided

for holding the same in a closed Posi-

~with an inwardly-extending finger adapted |

securing said
auxiliary jaw to said strip, an elbow secured

922,115

| to be po.sitio_ned opposite _oj:ﬂjf the center of

sald receptacle, whereby an object can ‘be

finger.

4. A device of the character described,

COMPIIsing a pair of jaws, each jaw provided

‘between the receptacle and the

1 BN
) O

at their inner ends with bifurcated portions,

means positioned within the bifurcated por-

‘tions of said jaws and spacing the same apart,
inger carried by one

an mwardly-extending
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of the jaws and the other jaw provided with
supporting means opposite said finger, and a =

detachable loop carried by said jaws for nor-
matly holding the same in a closed position.

5. A device of the character described,
comprising a pair of pivotally connected
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Jaws, one jaw provided with a transverse

support, and the other jaw provided -with

angularly-disposed engaging means adapted
to be positioned contiguous to said fixed

by said jaws and being capable of securing
the same in a clamped or closed position.

6. A device of the character described,
comprising & pair of pivotally-mounted jaws
-spaced apart, one of the jaws provided with
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support, and detachable loop means carried -
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& support ana the other jaw provided with

means adapted to be extended into an article

for clamping a portion thereof against said

support, and detachable surrounding means

constituting a band or loop, positioned upon

' sa1d jaws for holding the same in a clamped

or closed position.

7. A holding device for déCorating pUI-

poses, adapted to be held in the hand and

comprising a pair of elongated ]aWs, means
pivotally connecting one end of said jaws,
one ot the Jaws at its other end provided with

‘a hollowed or dished fixed receptacle and the

other jaw provided with the angularly-dis-
posed means opposite to said fixed recep-

tacle, said angularly-disposed means adapt-

ed to be positioned in an object for clamping
the same against said fixed receptacle.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix _‘my_ |

signature in presence of two witnesses. -
- HENRY THORP EPPERSON.

Witnesses: - .
HARRY C. SCHROEDER, }
FroreNce P. ScorrROEDER. |
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