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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Roeerr M. PrarcE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Rock Island, in the county of Rock TIsland
and State of Illmois, have invented certain
new and useful lmprovements in Combined
Skids and Trucks, of which the following
1 a specification.

This invention relates to a structure or
device in the form of a skid which, by
simple readjustment of the parts can be
transtormed into a truck; thereby embody-
Ing 1 a single str ucture the functions ot
two devices which - are ordinarily used in
conjunction with one another. Those por-
tions of the device which are intended ex-
clusively to perform their functions when
the device 1s adjusted as a truck, are so
posttioned and located that they may be
turned back so as not to interfere with the

passage of barrels or bales along the struc-

ture when being used as a skid. |

The invention consists of the features of
construction and combination of parts here-
mnafter described and claimed.

In the drawings Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing the device i form to serve
as a skid; Iig. 2 a similar view showing the
parts in p081t1011 to transform. the devme
into a truck; Kig. 3 a bottom plan view of
the device ad]usted as a skid; and Fig. 4
a cross sectional elevation Showmg the for-
mation of the roller shaift and guideways.

The structure comprises side rails 5 which
are preferably formed of wood and are of
the necessary length to serve as a skid under
proper conditions. The side rails are ta-
pered at their upper ends 6, and each of
such tapered ends has secured thereto a hook
( adapted to engage with the tail board of
1 wagon, which hooks are provided with
forwardly extending upper and lower shank
plates 8 and 9 respectlvely, which diverge
from one another to a suitable degree to
embrace the tapered ends of the rails, This
arrangement serves to remnforce the rails
at their tapered ends. The front ends 10
ot the rails are beveled or inclined as shown,

and are sheathed and protected by stmp |
| position the rear ends of the slide plates will

' beengaged by the forward ends of the dogs, as

iron sections 11 bent or hooked to conform
to the configuration of the ends of the rails,
and comprising upper end sections 12 in-
clined to conform with the incline of the

slide plates.

end of the rail, and straight rearwardly
extending lower Sectlons 18 which rest upon
and are secured to the under faces of the
side rails. The side rails are connected to-
gether by an upper cross brace 14, and a
Tower cross brace 15, both of downwardly
bowed formation, which cr 0ss braces are
supplemented by a cross bar 16 which ex-
tends across the structure near the lower
end thereof and 1s secured to the under faces
of the parallel side rails. The portions of
the structure hitherto described constitute a
complete skid which skid structure serves asa
support for the several elements and devices
which are required to transform the skid
into a truck.

ach of the side rails has formed in its
lower, mmner and outer edges a groove or
channel 17, which chann els In conjunction
with the lower sections 13 of the reinforcing
strap, tform gnideways for a C;hchbly nmunt-

ed pair of shide plates 18, each of which 1s

provided with 111Wf11dly extending fingers
19 which enter the guideways and permlt
the slide plates to be moved back and forth
along the rails to different positions of ad-
justment. Hach of the slide plates has
formed on 1ts under side, at 1ts forward end,
a socket sleeve 20, thr 0Lwh which socket
sleeves is entered a bowed shaft 21, the ends

22 of which project outwardly beyond the
socket sleeves and have journaled thereon a
palr of wheels 23. At opposite ends of the
ouideways are a palr of stops 24 which
serve to limit the movement of the slide
plates. When the slide plates are moved to
their lowermost position, as shown in Kig. 2,
the wheels will be brought imto position to
enable the device to serve as a trucl{, and
when moved back to their rearmost position
the wheels will be lifted above the ground
level to permit the device to be used as a skid.
In order to maintain the wheels in either of
these positions of adjustment a pair of dou-
ble-ended dogs 25 are provided, which are
pivoted to the inner faces of the side rails in
suitable position to engage either end of the
In other words, when the slide
plates are moved to their forward oradvanecd

shown in Fi 10. 2; and when the slide phtec:
are moved to their rearmost position the
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rear ends or the do,p

~ ward ends of the slide plates, as shown 1n

P
- Ifig. 1.

10

15

The dogs are of elbow. shape and
are so pivoted that either end can be raised

or lowered to engage the slide plates, and
the ends of the dogs are of shightly concave

formation to better adapt them for such en-
gagement. | | |
At the

97 which are pivoted to the inner faces o1
the side rails, which arms are connected by
means of a bowed cross piece 28, giving to
the end scoop a formation similar to that
usually found in trucks. At the rear of the
end scoop is a bracket 29 of inverted Y
shape and having side arms 80 which termai-

nate in trunnions 30* which are adapted to

~ be sprung into a selected pair of a series of

20

the bracket. r
‘ahooked head 31 adapted to engage the chime

holes 30" formed in the inner faces of the
gide rails, thereby permitting adjustment of
The bracket 1s provided with

- of a barrel. Near the rear ends of the side

rails are located a pair of casters 32 which,

as shown, are rotatably mounted in a pair of

sockets 83, which are secured to the under

edges of the side rails.
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~ low the line of travel over the skid.
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-When it is desired or necessary to use the

structure as a skid the end scoop is thrown
back in the position shown in Fig. 1, mn
“which position 1t lies below the level of the

side rails so that it will afford no interfer-

ence to the passage of a barrel or other pack-

age over the skid. In like manner the Y
shaped bracket is thrown down into the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 until it rests upon the
cross brace 15, in which position 1t lies be-
| The
wheels are drawn back toward the center of
the structure and are held in retracted posi-
tion by means of the dogs 25 which engage
the slide plates after they have been moved
to their retracted position. Thus adjusted,
the device may be successfully used as a skid
without interference from those portions of
the device intended to adapt 1t for use as a
truck. '

~ When it is desired to use the device as a

truck the end scoop i1s thrown down into 1its

forwardly projecting position, as shown 1n

Fig. 2, in which position 1t rests upon and

is supported by.the cross bar 16 and for-
wardly projects between the ends of the side
rails cccupying the position usually occu-
pied by an end scoop in trucks of the ordi-
nary character. In like manner the wheels

are run forward to the extent of their travel

. . ++i _ . | . r" .
by lifting the dogs 25 out of engagement

with the slide plates and sliding the shaft

forward along the guideways. After thus
adjusting the shaft the dogs can be dropped
to engage the opposite ends of the slide

~plates and the wheels thus maintained 1in

69

position to enable the device to be used as

os will engage the for-

At the lower or forward end of the de-
vice is an end scoop 26 comprising side arms

092,029

2 truck. With the Y bracket thrown back

into the position shown in Fig. 2, a barrel

or similar object is capable of being easily

transported upon the structure which 1s ad- -

justed for use as a truck. It will thus be
seen that the device is readily adjustable to -
serve, either as a truck or a skid and that
in either capacity the device is adapted to
perform its functions equally as well as

trucks and skids intended to perform but a

| single function. .
- What I claim as new and desire to secure

by Letters Patent 1s: '

70

1. In a combined truck and Skid; the com- ;

bination of side rails provided with guide-

ways on their under sides, a cross shaft shid-

&0

ably mounted with respect to the guideways,
wheels pivoted to the shaft, and double-

r.l"]-

ended dogs for holding the shaft in different
positions of adjustment, substantially as de-

- 9. In a combined truck and Skid.J the com-

bination of side rails provided with guide-
ways on their under side, slide plates slid-
ably mounted within the guideways, a cross

85

90

shaft carried by the slide plates, wheels piv-
oted to the ends of the shaft, and double-

ended dogs adapted to engage elther end of
the slide plates when the latter are in difier-
ent positions of adjustment for holding the
shaft in different positions of adjustment,
substantially as deseribed. -~

3. In a combined truck and skd, the com-
bination of side rails provided with guide-
ways_ on their under side, slide plates slid-
ably mounted within the guideways, a cross

shaft carried by the slide plates, wheels piv-

oted to the ends of the shaft, means for hold-
ing the shaft in different positions of ad-
justment, and an inverted Y bracket pivoted
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to the side rails and provided with a hook

adapted when raised to engage the chime

of. a barrel, and adapted when lowered to

lie below the upper surface of the side rails,
substantially as described. N

4, ITn a combined truck and skid, the com-
bination of side rails provided on their un-

| der side with guideways, slide plates slid-

ably mounted in the guideways, a cross shaft
carried by the slide plates, wheels pivoted to
the ends of the shaft, pivoted dogs adapted

to engage the ends of the slide plates for
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-

holding the same in different positions of

adjustment, and an end scoop secured to the |
side rails and adapted to be turned back to

lie below the plane of the upper surface of
the side rails, substantially as described.
- 5. In a combined truck and skid, the com-

bination of side rails provided on their un-

der side with guideways, slide plates slid-
ably mounted in the guideways, a cross shaft
carried by the slide plates, wheels pivoted to
the ends of the shaft, pivoted dogs adapted
to engage the ends of the slide plates for
holding the same in different. positions of
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adjustment, an end scoop secured to the side | ered to lie below the upper surface of the
Eails and f;Ldaptedi t? be turned I:f)a,ck tj? %ie side rails, substantially as described.
elow the plane of the upper surface of the :
side rails, and an inverted Y bracket pivoted ROBERT M. PEARCE.

5 to the side rails and provided in its head end Witnesses:
with a hook adapted when raised to engage HArrRY WULLEN WABER,
the chime of a barrel and adapted when low- K. Gramam.
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