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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that we, Louis C. KorHLER,
and WiLLiam M. BUTLER both citizens of
the United bdtates, and 1631dents 1espec-
tively, of Taylor, in the county of Lack:
wanna and State of Pennsylvania, and he
city of New York, borough of Manhatt
the county and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and Improved Puzzle, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

This invention relates to oames or puzﬂles

The object of the invention is to produce
a puzzle which will be interesting and amus-
ing, and which will provide a test for one’s
ingenuity and resourcefulness.

More specifically, the puzzle relates to that
class of game devices which comprise slides
mounted upon a board, which slides must be
moved from place to place and re-arranged

in the solution of the puzzle.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described herematter and pa.rticulm'ly set
for th in the claims. .

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawin os forming a part of this spemﬁcatmq
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 1s a plan showing the pumie Wlth
the blocks arranged in the order which they

should have when the puzzle is to be Sohred '

and Fig. 2 is a similar view but showing the
.11IL1110*em011t of the blocks when the puz:‘f“]@
has been solved.

Before describing th(., details ot thh CON-. .

struction of the pu??le it should be ex-

plained that the puzzle i1s known as ‘“The
Henv Widow Fuzzle.” Upon the board
referred to there is the representation of the
head of the “*Widow” and in the diagonally
opposite corner the block repr esents the
head of the “*Prince.” At the side of the
block showing the * Widow’s’ head there 1s
a vacant phce or L1ystma spot, and in the
solution of the puzzle it is required to move

the blocks from side to side or up and down

so as to permit the ‘‘Prince’” to be advaﬂced'

into the vacant place beside the ““ Widow.”

The intermediate blocks which separate the
“Prince” from the ““Widow” are lettered,
and when the solution of the puzzle is to be
commenced they are arranged in reversed
order. The solution of the puzzle requires
not only that the ‘‘Prince’” be advanced to

- Specification of Letters Patent.

| the Spa(,e beside the “‘Widow,

} 111

_the “‘Prince’”’ blook
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" but the
blocks must be re-arranged in their proper
order, which 1is u\a,othr reverse ol that in
which they are found when the puzzle is to
be solved. When re-arranged in this man-
ner tﬂey will Spell the words ‘‘The Merry
Widow.”

- Referring more particularly to the parts, 1
represents a board upon which the puzzle is
worked. This board has a raised rim 2
which enables a plurality of slides or blocks 3

to be retained on the face of the board, as

shown.” These slides or blocks are Mranﬂ‘ed
in horizontal and vertical rows, as indicated,
and they are all of the same width but of dif-
ferent lengths. In the upper left-hand cor-
ner the “‘Prince’’ block 4 1s laid, and in the
lower right-hand corner the ‘“W idow”’ block
5 1s placed. Beside the *°%W idow” block in
the lower row there 1s a vacant spot or tryst-
g pla,ce 6, which 1s to be occupied by the
”Prmce The remaining area of the board
18 completely covered by lettered slides or
blocks 7, which have large letters upon them
which spell the words “T he Merry Widow”’

in a reversed order when the puzzle 1s to be
solved, the “I”’which begins the words, being
dlsposed in the space just to the left of the
vacant spot 6, as shown 1 Fig. 1.  In addi-
tion to the la,rge letters which spell the words
“The Merry Widow’’, the blocks are pro-
vided with small letters in their lower right-

hand corners, and when the bloc¢ks are ar-

ranged in their reversed order, as shown in
Fig. 1, these small letters read: ““Will She
Get Him’’. The blocks are of two sizes as
1espects their length. 'The following large
type letters are pla,ced on long blocks 8: the
T, the M, both-R’s, one of the Vs , and the
O. The “Widow” block 5 is 1011g and also
The other blocks are
all short blocks 9

The length of each block is of great 1m-
portance, as attention is called to the fact
that 1t is necessary for certain blocks to fill

out the complete length of the vertical rows

in both the reversed orcder, and in their
proper order when the puzzle is solved. I‘m
instance, in the armnc'ement shown 1n Ifig. 1

the second vertical row has two long blocks
and two short blocks, and this row should be
of the same length in reversed order. Irom
an inspection of Fig. 2, it will be seen that in
the second vertical row there are two long
blocks and two short blocks. Similarly
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the right-hand vertical row in the order

~ shown in Fig. 1, there are one long block and

two short blocks, and in the corresponding |

row in Fig. 2 there are one long block and

two short blocks. _
Attention is called especially to the small
lettersin the corners of the blocks. 'The em-

 ployment of these small letters makes 1t

obligatory that each block have a particular

osition 1n the solved or original position ol
the blocks, that is, even if there are two W’s,

~ as shown in Fig. 1, there is a definite position

20

for both of these ¥WW’s, and they cannot be
used interchangeably. One of the W blocks
has a small ““w’ in its right-hand corner, while
the other has an “s”.
upper VW in the upper horizontal row, as
shown in Fig. 1, inust be the last ¥, or the
last bloclk m thefinished order, asshownin Kig.
9. Likewise with respect to the two blocks
R, although with these blocks the matter 1s

~ of less importance for these two blocks are

95

of the same length. However, the two Rk

blocks must be arranged in the order shown
in Fig. 2 when the puzzle is finished, so that

- the blocks will not only read on the big type,
- ““The Merry Widow’’, but on the small type

they will also read, ‘“¥Will She Get Him™ in

reversed order. In other words, the two I

Pblocks must positively be arranged as shown,

and the one having the (z in 1ts corner cannot

~ be disposed at the right in the finished order,

otherwise the requirements in solving the
puzzle will not have been fuifilled.

With the blocks arranged as shown 1n Fig.

1, the problem is to move the ‘‘Prince” down

 into the trysting place by sliding the blocks
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‘Dbackward and forward upon the board, and

then to re-arrange the letter blocks so as to

give the arrangement shown in Fig. 2, that
is, all the large typeof the letter blocks should
spell ““The Merry Widow”, while the small

type will spell ““Will She Get Him"’ 1n re-
versed order. The ‘“Widow’ must not be
moved from her position and the “‘Prince”
having once been advanced into the vacant
space 6, must not be moved out of 1t. _
Special attention is called to the fact that

the blocks are of different lengths, and to the

fact that the “Prince’’ bloeck 1s one oi the

long blocks.. This very materially adds to

the difficulty of solving the puzzle, for it will

‘be evident that the ‘“‘Prince’’ cannot be

moved laterally into any space which was
formerly occupled by a, short block, for n-
stance, if it were mtended to move the
‘‘Prince’’ toward theright 1n theupperrow, as
shown in Tfig. 1, having moved the upper ¥V to
the position of the G, 1t will not be possible to
effect this, as the space will be too small to
receive the ‘‘Prince’” block. In this way a
very interesting puzzle is produced, the solu-
tion of which is difficult but not impossible.

The slides which represent the ‘‘Prince’

and the ““Widow’’ may be considered special |

This means that the

922,002

Having thus described our mvention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

| Patent,—

1. A puzzle comprising a board, a plural-
ity of movable lettered slides of different
kinds arranged thereupon in rows, and a spe-
cial slide normally disposed remotely irom a
predetermined point upon said board, said
special slide being similar to the said lettered

| slides, and they are referred to as such in the
~claims following. R .
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slides of one kind only and interchangeable

therewith, whereby it may be advanced to

said predetermined point. | _
2. A puzzle comprising a board, a pair ol

special “slides normally disposed remotely

apart on said board, and a plurality of let-

80

tered slides having different dimensions
nartly covering the remaining area of sald

board, one of said special slides having the
same dimension as certain of said lettered

slides and being interchangeable therewith,
whereby it may be advanced to the other of
‘sald special slides.

3. A puzzle comprising a board, a special
slide, and a plurality of lettered slides partly
covering the area of said board arranged in

85
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rows, said slides being of the same dimen-

sions measured in one direction and of differ-

ent dimensions measured in another direc-

tion, said special slide being interchangeable

with the said slides of greatest dimension,

and said board having a vacant space, when
all the slides are in position to which said
special slide may be advanced.
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4. A puzzle comprising a board, a special

slide mounted thereupon, a second special
slide normally disposed remote from said
first special slide, and a plurality of slides of
different sizes partly covering the remaining
ares of said board, said last shides having two

105

sets of letters thereupon forming words read- -

ing in opposite directions when said shdes are
arranged in a predetermined order, one of
said special slides being of the same size and
interchangeable with the said slides ol one
size only. S R
5. A puzzle comprising a board, a special
slide mounted thereupon, a plurality of other

‘slides nearly covering the remaining area of
said board, said last slides having letters

thereupon adapted to be arranged to form

words, said special slide and sundry of said

plurality of slides having dimensions render-

ing them interchangeable, whereby saild spe-

cial slide may be advanced through the body

of said plurality of slides. | '
in testimony whereol we

names to this specification in the presence ol

two subscribing witnesses. )

LOUIS C. KOEHLER.

o WILLIAM M. BUTLER.
Witnesses: o R
K. D. AMMEN,

JouN P. DAvis.

have signed our
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