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To all whom vt may concern:

Be it known that I, Joan McKiBBIN, a citi-
zen of
York city, Brooklyn, county of Kings, State
of New York, have invented new and useful
improvements in Methods of Making Flexi-
ble Book-Covers, of which the following 1s a
spectiication. ' | '

This invention relates to an improved
method of making flexible book covers and
more particularly to improved means for at-
taching the middiing to the facing or cover
proper in & simple and accurate manner.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 1s
a rear view of &

view of the duplex middiing after being su-
perposed on the facing or cover proper, and
Fig. 3 a similar view of the cover complete.

The complete book cover is composed of a
flexible facing or cover proper provided on 1ts
richt and left side with a stifiening piece of
card board or “middling”’, while the back ot
the cover remains free so as to retain 1ts flexi-
bility. As heretofore practiced, two de-
tached pieces of middling were separately
secured to the right and left side of the
cover, which were centered by hand. This
manual centering was a difficult operation
and required great exactness, as otherwise
the top and bottom edges of the two mid-
diings were apt not to register, while their
richt and left edges were thrown out of par-
allelism. Thus, time was consumed, skilled
labor required, and untrue products hable to
be turned out. By my mvention all these
difficulties are overcome, and a true aline-
ment of both middling-halves is automatic-
ally obtained.

In carrying out my invention L cut from
a piece of cardboard, a duplex middling of
such a size as to cover exactly the two
separate and applied middling-halves of the
completed cover. That is to say, the length
of the duplex middling is equal to the length
of each of the two middling-halves,-while
the width of the duplex middling 1s equal to
the combined widths of the two middiing-
halves, plus the width of the flexible cover-
back. This duplex middling, which may

the United States, residing at New

_ duplex middiing prepared
according to my invention; I'ig. 2 a face
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have either round or square corners, 1S
illustrated in Fig. 1. It 1s provided along
its center with two perforated or weakened
lines 10 extending from its upper to 1its
lower edge, and so spaced that the strip 11
formed between such lines is equal in width
to the width of the flexible book-back, while

the right and left sections 12, flanking such

lines, constitute the two middling - halves
proper. These two sections are provided
on their back with a paste or other adhesive,
which, with “loose” covers, is applied 1n the
form of a strip 13 parallel to weakened lines
10, while, with “tight’’ covers, the adhesive
is spread over the entire back of each of sec-
tions 12. After the duplex middlng has been
prepared in the manner described, 1t 1s cen-
tered upon the facing or cover proper 14

consisting of leather, leatherette, cloth or

other suitable material. This cover 1s oi
such a size that a rim or flange 15 1s formed
by it all around the duplex middling. A
pressure on the latter will cause its two sec-
tions 12 to adhere to the facing, and then

the center strip 11 is ripped out, (1g. 2), to -

leave the back of the facing uncovered.

- Finally, flange 15 is turned over tne outer

edges of the two, now separated, sections 12
to complete the cover, (kig. 3).

In binding the book, the front and rear
fly-leaves are pasted over the inner sides ot
the cover, so that the middling will become
concealed. -

Jt will be seen that with my mmproved

method the attachment of the middling to

the cover is greatly facilitated, ana that the

exact parallelism of the two middling-sec-
tions is automatically effected in a simple
manner and without requiring skilled labor.
I claim: -
1. Method of making a flexible book cover
which consists in superposing a duplex mid-

~dling upon a facing, and removing a central

strip from said middling.

2. Method of making a flexible book cover
which consists in providing a duplex mid-
dling with a pair of parallel weakened lines
to form an Intervening strip, superposing
sald middling upon a facing, and ripping out
said strip.

60

65

70

80

80

950

95

100



3. Method of makmg a flexible book cover
“which consists in providing a duplex mid-
dling with a pair of weakened lines to form

an Intervening strip and a pair of flanking

sections, apgl ying an adhesive to said sec-
- tions be ond the weakened lines, superpos-

ing the mlddlmg upon a facing hfwmg a Sur- |-
rounding flange, rlppmg out the strip, a,nd |

821,873

Lulmng the ﬂa,nge over the outer edcres of-- o

the middling. 3
-Signed by me at New York (,1‘0 (Via*ﬂmt—
tan;,) N. Y, thls 15th day of March 1909.

: J OHN hiCKIBBTN

| Wltnesses
EDWARD SOHORR |
- FRANK V BRIDSEN
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