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Lo all whom it may concern.: .

Be 1t known that I, Joun H. Puen, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ney
York, m the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Handholds for Bath-
Tub Rims, of which the following is a spec-
1fication. ' o

My invention relates to hand-holds for
bath tub rims, and the like, and its novelty
consists 1 the construction and adaptation
of the parts, as will be more fully hereinafter
pointed out. ' ST

The modern sanitary bath tub with a
glazed surface and
pieasant to use, but 1t has the disadvantage
of being slippery. Stout persons, and some
others, find difficulty on this account in get-
ting 1n or out of such a tub.

The purpose of my invention is to provide
means whereby the person using the tub is
enabled firmly to grip the side or rim of the
tub and prevent himself from falling or slip-
ping. _ _ . _

The 1nvention consists in a hand-hold
made of material not readily aff
water; roughened, if necessary, to a

ord a

~Birmer hold, and provided with means where-
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by 1t may be securely held in position and yet
readily be removed when not in use, and pro-
vided with further means for adjusting it to
tubs provided with rims of different widths.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-

tion of the rim of a bath tub provided with

one of my improved appliances which is
shown in perspective. Fig. 2 is a rear view of
the hand-hold proper showing the stiffening
rod 1 position. Hig. 3 is a section on the
plane of the line 3—3 in Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a
perspective view of the resilient frame, Fig. 5
1s a sicde view of the frame provided with an
extension rod and Figs. 6, 7, 8 and 9 are de-
tails of extension rods of different lengths.

In the drawings, 10 is the side of a bath tuk
of usual construction made of glazed meta]
and provided with a flaring rim 11.

20 1s the hand-hold comprising a sheet 21
of soft fiexible friction inducing material,

preterably soft rubber, and provided, wher

deemed desirable, with a roughened surface
22.
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and 32, preferab

while 1t is of simple and inexpensive con-
struction, has as further characteristic fea-
tures the capability of so securing the flexi-
ble hand hold to the rim as effectually to pre-
vent the latter from slipping.on the rimy when
1t 1s gripped by the user of the tub and at the
same time 1s itself readily removable from

| and applicable to the rim of the tub and need
not be positively attached to the hand hold.

This securing means consists of a resilient
frame 30 made up of two elastic members. 31

Fy made of steel, which has
been nickel-plated and which are joined to-
gether by a longitudinal member 33 made of
thin flat metal. These elastic members are
each curved outward at 34 to conform to the
general shape of the rim and are then bent

back under the rim at 35 and there provided

with a set screw 36, or similar deviee for
firmly holding the frame in place.

1n order to provide means for varying the
width ot the elastic members 31 and 32 where
they embrace the rim of the tub, and to ac-
commodate the same frame to tubs of differ-
ent sizes 1n this respect, I cut these pieces at
34, or thereabouts, thread the severed ends
and sert therein threaded extension rods or
coupling pieces 40, which, being provided in
sets of varying sizes as shown in Figs. 6, 7, 8
anc 9, enable the length of this part of the
frame to be varied. _

One elastic member 31 will hold the hand-
hold 1 position provided the material of
which 1t 1s composed is not too flexible. T
prefer, however, to make it light and flexi-
ble, in which case the stiffening rod 23 and
longitudinal member 33 assist in preventing
the sheet of material from crumpling or
doubling up under stress of lateral pressure.

What 1 claim as new is:—

1. The combination with the rim of a
bath tub, o1 a flexible friction inducing strip
thereon and a holding means for said strip
comprising a frame having an elastic mem-
ber which overlies the strip and holds the
same firmly upon the rim and also having a
memper which extends to a place beneath
sald rim, and ciamping means engaging the
latter portion of the frame and securing the

' same to the 1im.
It 1s also preferably provided with &
ening rod 23 secured along the outer edge

2. The combination with the rim of a bath
tub, of a flexible friction inducing strip there-

of the sheet 21 by fasteners 24, 24, or other : on and a holding means for said strip com-

smitable means.

I have provided, as the | prising a resilient frame which overlies the
means for securing this flexible hand hold 26 | strip and holds the same

L]

rmly upon the rim,

upon the rim 11 of the tub 10, a frame which | said frame having two rim-gripping loops
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and a longitudina1 member which connects

their extremities with each, other said loops
extending to a place beneath the rim of the
bath tub, and clamping means extending
through the latter portions of the loops and
engaging the- underside of the rim.

3. A hand hold for a bath tub, comprising
a flexible friction-inducing strip adapted to
the rim of the tub, and means for securing the
same firmly upon said rim, comprising a re-
silient frame which overlies the strip and is
provided with a bent portion adapted to ex-
tend to the underside of the rim of the tub,
and clamping means engaging the frame out-
side the tub and adapted to clamp to the
underside of the rim. -

4. A hand hold for a bath tub, comprising
~a flexible friction inducing strip adapted to

the rim of the tub, and means for securing
the same firmly upon said rim, comprising a
resilient frame which overlies the strip and is
rovided with two rim-gripping loops and a
ﬁmgitudinal member which connects their
extremities with each other, and adjustable
means for securing the latter portion of the
frame removably to the underside of the rim.
5. A hand hold for a bath tub, comprising

a flexible friction inducing strip adapted to
the rim of the tub, and means for securing
the same firmly upon said rim, consisting of a
frame having bent resilient side members
which engage the outer surface of the strip
and are adapted to press the latter upon the
rim, and means which connect the lower ex-
tremities of said members with each other
and also engage the outer surface of the strip,

and clamping devices for fixing the opposite

ends of the first mentioned members remov- | 1n

ably to the underside of said rim.

6. A hand hold for a bath tub comprising a
flexible friction-inducing strip adapted to the
rim of the tub, and means for securing the
same firmly upon said rim, having a portion

021,733

which engages the outer surface of the strip

and 1s adapted to extend over the rim and has

means for varying its size to adapt 1t to dif-
ferent sizes of rims.

7. A hand hold for a bath tub comprising a
flexible friction-inducing strip adapted to the
rim of the tub, and means for securing the
same firmly upon said rim, having a portion
which engages the outer surface of the strip
and is adapted to extend over the rim and has
a removable section whereby 1ts size may be
varied. '

8. A hand hold for a bath tub comprising a
flexible friction-inducing strip adapted to the
rim of the tub, and means for securing the
same firmly upon said rim, consisting of a re-
silient frame which engages the outer suriace
of the said strip and comprises a member
adapted to embrace the rim of the tub and
has means for attaching it to the underside of
the latter and a removable section whereby

its length may be varied.

9. A hand hold for a bath tub comprising a
flexible friction-inducing strip adapted to the
rim of the tub, and means for securing the
same firmly upon said rim, consisting of a re-

 silient frame which engages the outer sur-

face of said strip and comprises a plurality of
members each of which 1s adapted to em-
brace the rim of the tub and has a remov-
able section for varying its length and means
for attaching it to the underside of the rim of
the tub, each of said members also having a
depending portion, and said frame having an
clement which connects the free ends of the

latter portions with each other. .
In testimony whereof 1 aflix my signature

presence ot two witnesses. -

JOHN H. PUGH.

Witnesses:
WirLiam R. BAIRD,
STEPHEN J. CoxX.
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