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efficient means for eatehing a mail bag
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To all whon (F way coricern: -

[30 1t known that T, Bexsasny FOTrovr,
1 citlzen of the United States of Ameriea,
residing at Monroe, i the county ol Jasper

and State of Tovwn, have invented new and

iseful Improvements In Muail-Bag Catehers
and Deliverers

ool v hich the follov g 1s a
H]H‘{,*i“{‘Eﬂ;ii}ll, - -
This itvehtion relates to maal bag eatcehers
and deliverers, and one of the primeipal ob-
iects of the same is to provide snaple and
fromn
2 moving train and delivering a bag at the
satite time by omeans of a sunple deviee
pivoted to a post to carry a bag at one end
to be delivered to the matl car and having
the opposite end ready to cateh o bag sus-

pended from the erane upon the ear.

Another object of the mvention 1s to pro-
vide a reversible deviee wlich may
readily turned upon the supporting post to
cateh a mail bag coming {rom either direc-
tion upon a mail car and to deliver a bag
at the same tie,

These and other objects may be attained

by means of the construction tlustrated 1n

1)

30

the accompanying drawing, in which,-—-

- Figure 1 1s o plan view ol o mail bag
ateher and deliverer made 1n accordance

with myinvention. Fig. 21s a stde elevation
of the same.  Fig. 3 is o detatl perspective

view of the pivoted links for holding the jaws

OPEeLL.

| Referring to the draving, the numeral 1
desienates a post to be driven into the
cround between the car tracks.  Pivotaliy
mounted in the upper end of the post s
2 standard 2, H:Li(]] standard having a hori-
zontal arm 3 projeeting fron its upper end.

Secured to said horizontal arm 3 1s a support- |

ing bar 4, and diangonal braces § extend from
the horizontal arm to sald supporting bar to
hold it {irmly in place.  Extending [rom the
supporting bar 4 1s a :-aumi—l_*ir(tlfrztl' SPring
supnort 6, said support being cireular in cross
section.  The outer end of the arm 3 1s
provided with an eye 7 through which the
spring support 6 passes. |

Pivoted at 8 to the arm 3 are the inde-
pendent holding members 9, and encireling
the spring support 6 upon opposite sides of
the eye 7 are the springs 10, The moembers

0O gpp prnvi[lud withy (-‘.}*I"{‘-‘-H Il tlll‘{}llgh which

he

“the spring support 6 passes, and a washer 12
- upon said spring support bears against the

These links are offset, as at 18, and are

ove 11, as shown in Fig. 1.

either direction depending upon whie

_ Pivoted hinks
13, 14 are connected to the support 4 and to
the member 9, said. links being pivotally
connected together at 15 and the hink 13
heing provided with a projection 16 wlieh
engages a noteh or recess 17 in the hink 14,

pivoted at 19 to the support 4 and to the
member 9. o
The operation of my invention may be
briefly deseribed as follows:—The standard 2
may be swung upon the post 1 to [l)l'(:-{'ebt 1n
1 Way
the train is comimg to deliver and recelve a
mail bag. The open jaws consisting of the

support 4 and the member 9 are held 1n posi-

tion to receive a matl bag from the car by the
pivoted links 13 and 14 swung into the posi-
ion shown at the right of Fig. 1, while a
mail bag a shown in dotted lines m Iigs. 1

and 2 1s held between the members 4 and 9,
Cas shown at the left of figs. 1and 2.

When

the mail bag strikes the links 13 and 14, they

L are swung inwardly, and the niember 9 1s

closed against t.]_;e‘ bag to hold it between
itself and the support 4, while at the same
time the mail bag ais carried out of the deliv-
ering end of the deviece. |

From the foregoing, it will be obvious that
my invention is of simple construction; can:

be swung to either side of the post; that =
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mail bag may be held from either end of the

device and the opposite end opened to re-

ceive n mail bag; that the device is identical
i construction at both ends, cannot readily

oot out of order and will operate efficiently

for its purpose.

[ elaim:— ‘

1. A mail bag catcher and deliverer com-
prising a post, a standard pivoted in the post
and provided with a horizontal arm, a sup-
porting bar connected to said arm, & spring
sup}l}m‘t connected to said bar, members piv-
otef
and support for holding said parts separated,
and springs for closing said members to catch
and hold a bag.

- 2. A mail bag catcher and dehverer com-
prising a post, a standard pivoted to the post
“and provided with a horizontal arm, & bar

connected to said arm, pivoted members,

to said arm, links connected to said arm
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springs for closing said members, and piv- | ated by said springs, and links for holding.

oted inksfor holdingsaid members separated | said members separated from said bar. = 1

from the bar. - | | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
3. A mail bag catcher comprising a post, a | in presence of two witnesses. | |

standard pivoted to the post, an arm on said | BENJAMIN F. TROUP.

standard, a bar secured to said arm, a semi- | - -Witnesses: | - : |

circular spring support, springs on said sup- |, - Cuas, T. ScHENCK,

.. -port, members pivoted to said arm and actu- - F. B. KinGpEN.
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