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To all whom it may concern:

DORF, a citizen of the United States of
America, and residing in the

of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Match-Boxes, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to match
boxes particularly to paper match boxes de-
signed for pocket use and of the tvpe com-
monly employed for advertising purposes

and distributed gratis at cigar counters.

~ The object of my invention is to provide
an 1mproved match box of this character

adapted to carry loose matches.

. In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
15 a plan of a paper blank from which my
box may be formed; Fig. 2 is a perspective
of the box closed; and Fig. 3 a perspective of
the box. opened for the extracfion of a
match. C _

The box is preferably made from a stiff

'paper blank cut and creased as shown in

F1g. 1 so as to form a back 5, sides 6, top 7,
bottom 8, front flaps 9, a retaining flap 10
therefor and a cover flap 11.

Elank 1s folded on the

retamning flap 10 and the latter secured

- thereto 1n any suitable manner (preferably
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by pastin%) , leaving its upper edge free how-
ever, so that the lower edge of the cover 11
may be inserted beneath and held by said
free upper edge of the retaining flap when
the box is closed as shown in Fig. 2. A

~striking surface may be formed on any suit-

~able exposed surface, but preferably on the
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outside of the retaining flap 10 as shown.

To render the loose matches readily ac-
cessible and to permit of grasping and re-
moving them by the wood, a finger hole is
provided by cutting away the front flaps at
9%, and weakening the upper portions of the
flaps (which are not united except at their
lower edges by the retaining flap 10) by cut-
ting the same away at 9 leaving only the
free tongues 9¢ to serve as means for holding
the matches in the box. The lower end of
the match being grasped through the finger
hole the tongue 9¢ is easily bent outward by
the match or fingers and the match ex-
tracted without bringing the fingers into
contact with its sulfur covered ignition end.
Or the thumb of one hand may be inserted
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_ | ' In the finger hole and the matches pushed
Be it known that I, Axnva C. Licurex-

upward to be grasped by the fingers of the
other hand at the cut away upper edge 9* of
the front flaps. The fact that the tongues
9¢ are not united permits the thumb to travel
a much greater distance than it would were
these united. It is of course immaterial
whether the tongues 9°¢ meet and overlap or
not since they are not jointed. A
however they merely approach each other
closely as shown so as to eflectively retain
the loose matches in the box. The cover
flap 11 presses -them closely against the

- matehes when the box is shut.

The box described is compact and service-
able as well as being very cllleaply made and
presenting the customary advertising spaces
now commonly found on the much used tab-
In detail of form and
appearance, however, my box may be vari-
ously modified without departing from my
invention. _

I claim as my invention: |

1. A blank for match boxes comprising a
sheet of material creased to form a back, a

top extending from the upper end of the.

back, a bottom extending from the lower end
of said back, sides extending from the sides

of the back and having front flaps, the edges

of which, lying adjacent when the box is
formed, are cut away to form a finger hole
and a recessed upper edge, with resulting
free tongues between said upper edges and
finger hole, a retaining flap extending from
the bottom and adapted to be secured by its

lower portion to the lower portions of said

front flaps and a cover extending from the
top and adapted to overlap the upper por-
tions of sai
formed and to be caught beneath the free
uPi)er edge of said retaining flap, substan-
tially as desecribed. ; _

2. A match box having a chamber for the
reception of matches, the front of-said cham-
ber comprising opposed flaps cut away at
their upper edges to afford finger room and
at their vertical edges to form a finger hole,
op})t}sed free tongues serving as means to
hold the matches in said chamber, being
formed by said cuts, together with a retain-
Ing ﬂa{) extending from the bottom and se-
cured by its lower portion outside the lower
portions of said opposed flaps and a cover

flap extending from the top, the lower edge
- of said flap being adapted to be caught be-

Preferably

front flaps when the box is
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 neath the free upper edge of said retaining
-~ flap, substantially as described. =
3] A match box having a chamber for the

reception of matches, the front of said cham-
5 ber comprising opposed flaps secured 1n po-
sition by their lower portions and cut away

above to form free tongues above a finger

“hole,said tongues serving to hold the matches
in the box, together with a cover flap ex-
10 tending down over said free tongues and

fincer hole when said box is closed, substan-

,tiale as described.

L

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses. |
ANNA C. LICHTENDORF

Witnesses:

- WALTER ABBE,
L. H. GroTE |
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