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- With these and othe y ix
_Invention consists of certain novel features
‘of construction and combinations’ of - parts:
which will be hereinafter more Sully de-.
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‘reference, 1 designates the bottom of the

To all whom it may concern.

- Be it kuown that I, Francrs M. Craw-

FORD, o citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Branson, in the county of Taney and
state of Missouri; have invented a new and

nseful Collapsible Crate, of which the fol--
lowing is a specification.” = =

1his mvention relates to collapsible crates |
and 1ts cbject is to provide a simple, du- |
rable and efficient device of this character |
avhieh can be quickly folded into a compact |

bundle so as to occupy a relatively small.
space when not in use. .

. jmother;'obj_ect_ﬂ 1s to provide a crate all
parts of which are connected at all times so:
that there is no danger of one or more of the-

~ parts of the crate becoming lost inh transit. |

A further object is to provide simple
but etlicient means for securing the top panel
o1 the crate in cl sedt position after the crate

as been set up. .

ther objects in view the

scribed and pointed out in the claims. ~ ~

~_In the accompanying drawings is shown |
the preferred -formjir;{;a_if"_jthe ivention. . ..

In said drawings: Figure 1is a rear ele-:

vation of the crate set up. Fig. 2 is a plan’

view thereof. Fig. 3 is a section on line
A—DB, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a perspective view -
of one corner portion of the crate and show-

~ Referring to the figures by characters of

crate the same being formed of any sult--
able material and provided with Jongitudi-

‘nal strips 2 secured along opposite edge por-

tions of the bottom. Hingedly connected

to these strips are front and rear panels 3.

and 4 respectively, the panels being o pro--
porticned as to fold inwardly without lap-

on each of these pivot rods are mounted end

strips 6 connected by slats 7, said strips and |

slats constituting one of the end panels of

~ the crate. These _end panels are designed |
to fold downward onto the bottom of the
crate and when so positioned the front and

rear panels can fold onto them so as to
form a compact bundle as indicated in Fig.

o 4-consists of end strips 8 connected by slats
‘9 although it is of course to be understood
‘that these panels can be 6f any other suit-
| able construction. -~ - ° D

- The rear panel 3 has ouide rods 10 there-
-on parallel with and adjacent the end strips
| 8 and each of these guide rods has angular

end braces 11 which

extend inwardly and

-thence laterally, they being fastened In any
suitable. manner to one of the end strips 8.
‘the guide rods 10 extend practically the
-entire height of the panel 3 and are de-
| -signed to be engaged by loops 12 extending
from the rear ends of cross strips 18 to
~which the slats 14 of the top panel are fas- |
“tened. These slats are also secured upon
end strips 15 designed, when the crate is set

‘up, to lap the outer faces of the end panels.
Retaining blocks 16 are also secured to the
| top of panels 3 and 4 adjacent their ends
‘rand are spaced from the end strips 15 suffi-
_clent distances to permit the ‘end panels

i to rest between. said blocks and the end

“the top panel.- These pins 18 are designed to
~be engaged by locking devices each of which
, A _ V- | consists of a strip 19 having a hook-like head
mg the fashioning means in locking posi- |

| - lean locking posi- | 20 at one end, said strip being pivotally con-
tion. - Fig. 5 1s a transverse section through |

nected in any suitable manner to one face of
| one of the end strips of the panel 4. A
~noteh 21 is formed in each strip 19 tor the

‘purpose hereinafter set forth. =~
|+~ When the crate is set up the front and rear-
_panels assume upright positions upon the
‘upper edges of the longitudinal strips 2 and
‘the end panels are brought into positions at
‘right angles to the bottom of the crate, after

‘which the top panel is moved upwardly rela-
as to fold y 16 lap- | tively to the rear panel until the loops 12
- ping each other. The end portions: of theé | assume

_ _ X 16 | assume positions -against the upper inturned
~sirips 2 are connected by pivet rods 5 and

end portions of the rods 10. The top panel
can then be swung onto the front, rear, and
‘end panels so that said end panels will be-
come seated between the end strips 15 and
the retaining blocks 16. At the same time

i the pins 18 will assume positions within
grooves 17 whereupon the strips 19 can be

swung on their fulcrums so as to bring the

ated 1n If1g. | hooked heads 20 into engagement with the
9. Ilach of the front and rear panels 3 and. | pins. These strips can then be fastened by
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~ Kach end strip 8 of the front panel 4 has a
| transverse groove 17 in'its upper end and
‘these grooves constitute seats for laterally
‘extending pins 18 extending from the front
| ends_of the end strips 15 which, as 1ndi-
‘cated in T'ig. 2, project beyond the slats of
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(i ng a small tack or other holding device

22 1nto each end strip 8 on the front panel
1 s0 as to prevent the locking strip from be-
CcOming (:11 sengaged from the pin 18.

When it is desired to collapse the crate the
f01600111ﬂ- operation is reversed. Hach tack
22 18 wnhdmwn trom the strip 8 engaged

‘thereby, after which the locking strips 19

are swung so as to release the pins 18. The
top p.-mel 1s then swung upwardly so as to
withdraw the blocks 16 from engagemeint
with the end panels whereupon Said end
panels arve swung downwardly onto the Lot-
tom of the crate. The front and rear panels
are then folded onto the end panels, after
which the top panel 1s brought into position

parallel with the reax panel of the crate and
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strips.

- L11t111 O

15 slid thereonto until the loops 12 assume
positions against those inturned ends whicls
ave positioned close to the hinges of the rear
p‘md The pf‘il‘a will thus Tiave assumed
the positions shown m fig. 5. It will be
seen therefore that the crafe can be quickly
folded into a compact bunadle and wﬂl 0C-
cupy but a small space. '

Vh‘lt 18 claimed 1s:

1. A foldable crate comprising a bottom,
fr om year and end wall panels hingedly con
nected thereto and foldable ther o, md
upon-one of the said panels, ﬂuide
rods secured to the end strips and 111te1po~39d

therebetween, said end strips extending out-

wardly beyond the gwde rods and consti-
cuards ther im a top. panel, and
means upon the top pfmel fm shidably en-

oaging the guide rods.

9. A foldable crate comprising a bottom,

~ front, rear and end wall panels hmﬂedh‘f

40

_-cmumctul thereto and foldable thereon, end

strips upon one of said panels, guide rods
imterposed therebetween and having angular
end portions connected thereto, said  end
strips e\tendmo beyond and constltutmn

019,828

ounards for the eurde rods, a Lop panel, means
pon sald top panel for slidably engaging
the gurde rods, and means upon said top
panel for la]}pnw and engaging ()])]}051{(‘
wall panels of the crate to hold them against
the adjoining ends of the remaming wall
panels

3. A foldable crate comprisine a bottom,
en, 11 ont and rear wall panels hmwd]g CON-
nected thereto and foldable thercon, guide
rods upon one of the panel Ieans upol
satcd panel for holding the “‘lll(l(‘ rods out of
contact with the adjoining panels when the
crate 1s folded, a mp 1;411(] imeans thercon
for shidably engaging the guide vods, ve-
taining blocks upon op posite panels, and
means upon the top pa el for holdhng the
remaining  panels against osard retammng
bl(}(‘l{*-;

4, A foldable crate comprizing a bottom,
front, rear and end panels lunne Hy con-
nected ti and foldable thereon. end

tnereto
strips upon one of the panels and having
orooves m thermn upper ends, a top panel
momoly connecied to one of the wall panels
and mecluding end strips disposed to lap thie
orooved end 5{11 >3, PINs emmul-nu laterally
from one end of th(,, strips of the to]) panel,
said pins being dispo-ed to he seated within
the grooves, a lockmg strip pivotally con-
mded to each of the grooved end strips ang
having a notch for the reception of the ad-
joming pin, and means for engaging said
orooved end strips for holding the locking
strip in engagement with its pi.
In teat]movy that I clain the foregome as
my own, I have hereto aflixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses,

FRANCIS M. CRAWIKFORD
Vitnesses

JESSE AL rI ol

WILLARD

*nl(}\
_I.J. \'i' .l.ﬁ (AI.}.

i |
1

00

70

S0



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

