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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

RALPH ROY BELCHER, OF BAINBRIDGE, GEORGIA.

SHELVING CONSTRUCTION.

No. 919,526.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Rarpx Roy BELCHER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bainbridge, in the county of Decatur and
State of Georgia,have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Shelving Construction,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to shelving construc-
tion, and more particularly te shelving
especially designed for use in store-houses,
ware-rooms and the like.

The object of the invention 1s to provide

“a strong, simple and cheap system of shelv-

ing construction which shall -lend itselt
readily to the various requirements met with
in practice.

With the above object in view, and to im-
prove generally upon the details of con-

_struction of such devices, my invention con-

sists in the construction and arrangement of
parts hereinafter described and illustrated

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing my
improved shelving as it appears when as-
sembled for use. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
on an enlarged scale of one of the shelf sup-
porting brackets, and a fragment of the

“associated post. Fig. 3 is a similar perspec-

tive view showing one of the members form-
ing the sheélf supporting bracket. Fig. 4 1s
a perspective view of the base of a post
showing the parts separated..

Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 con-
struct my improved supporting column or
post of two spaced parallel members 1, 2,

preferably angle irons, having a plate 3 dis-

posed between them and co-extensive with

the webs thereof. The two angle irons and .

plate are rigidly secured together by suit-
able fastening means, as for example bolts
or rivets 4.

. As clearly shown 1n Flgs 2 to 4, 1 pro- |
vide the plate 3 with a series of rectangular
‘notches 5 arranged at intervals throughout

its length, which notches leave projecting
portions 6 extending substantially flush with
the front edge of the angle irons. At the
extreme top and bottom of the post, the

“corners of the plate 3 are cut away so as to

form notches 7. '
It will thus be observed that when the

‘parts of the post are assembled, the notches
5 form sockets for the reception of the shelf |

supporting brackets, while the notches 7 at
one or both ends of the post are adapted

~ to receive the webs 8 of suitable pedestals 9.
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These pedestals are adapted to be attached

to the floor A or ceiling B, or both, of a
store or ware-house C, as clearly shown 1n
Fig. 1, and serve to support the post at 1ts
end. If desired, the post may also be se-
cured directly to the wall of the building by
means of bolts or screws passing through
holes such as.18. The webs 8 of the pedes-
tals are provided with holes 10 and corre-
sponding holes 11 are formed near the ends
of the angle irons and through these alined
holes bolts 12 may be passed when the parts
are assembled. The holes 14 are also formed
in the webs of the angle irons opposite the

notches 5 in the plate 3, and through these

holes and corresponding holes 16 in the
shelf supporting brackets, bolts 15 may be
passed to secure the parts together. .
Referring now more particularly to Fig.
9,1t will be seen that L construct my novel
shelf supporting bracket of two similar

members is clearly shown in Fig. 3, and
comprises a web portion 18, a shelf support-
ing portion 19 .extending substantially at
richt angles therefrom, a shelf retalning
portion 20 extending substantially at right
angles to the other two portions, and finally,
a socket engaging portion 17, which 1s pref-
erably a continuation of the web 18. These
members are readily and cheaply formed by
cutting and bending sheet metal, but 1 do
not of course limit my invention in this re-
spect, as the member may be cast if desired.
The size of the portions 17 is such that when

the two members are placed together they

snugly fit within, and substantially fill, the
sockets formed by the notches 5 in the

plate 3. -
Shelving 21, which may be of wood or

other suitable material, notched to fit the
post, as shown in Fig. 2, is adapted to be
laid in the supporting brackets, and this
shelving may be made in such lengths as to

require joints at each bracket as shown n.

Fig. 2, or may be of greater length and con-
tinuous at certain of the brackets as indi-
cated by the cross hatching in Fig. 1. By
reference to. this figure, it will-also_be ob-
served that the brackets may be made of any
desired length, and that shelving of differ-
ent widths may be arranged as desired.
While I have shown the post as secured to
the wall of a building, it is perfectly obvious
that these posts may be set up at a distance
from the wall and suitably braced. Also,
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two posts may be arranged back to back;
and shelving supported on each side thereof.
This arrangement is particularly desirable

i constructing bargain or display counters,

1n. stores and the like. _
It will thus be seen that I have provided

& strong and simple shelving construction
‘which may be easily attached to any exist-

g ware-house, and it is thought that the
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numerous advantages of my invention will
be readily appreciated by those skilled in

the art. |
What I claim is:—

1. In a shelving conétruction, a post, of |
- at tervals throughout its length, and also

substantial T-shape in cross-section compris-

ing web and flange portions, the flange por-.
tions adapted to. be secured to a suitable

support, and the web portions consisting of

~a plurality of thicknesses or layers of ma-

terial, the middle layer being cut away at
intervals to form sockets, said sockets ex-
tending from the edge of said web portion

‘back toward the flange portions, between

~ the outside. layers of material, and shelf

29

supporting brackets ‘each having a

~ of said sockets, whereby said brackets are

rigidly supported.

comprising a shelf receiving
shelf retaining portion, and a. socket engag-

g b .a single |
tenon fitting into, and completely filling one |

2. In a shelving construction, a post pro-
vided with sockets, and shelf supporting
brackets fixed in said sockets, each bracket
comprising a pair of juxtaposed similar
members sécured together, each member
portion, a

Ing portion, said socket engaging portion ex-
tending upwardly beyond the shelf receiv-
ing portion so as to completely fill the socket.

3. In a shelving ‘construction, a post com-

- prising a pair of spaced, parallel members
- having a plate disposed between them and co-

extensive therewith, said plate being notched

provided with  notches at its extreme end,

shelf supporting brackets secured in the in- .

termediate notches, and a pedestal fitting
in said end notch and adapted to be attached
to the floor or ceiling of a building.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- .

NEesSsSes,

RALPH ROY BELCHER.

Witnesses:
If. F1rzgeraLD,
J. K. Saprr.
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