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To all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam F. Browy,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Goldthwaite, in the county of Mills and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Crates: and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same. -
My mvention relates to crates and par-
ticularly to that type of crate used for ship-
ping egos and the like. '

The object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a simple and cheap crate of this

character which may be folded in a com-
paratively small space for return shipment

so as to avold occupying so much available
space. -

‘With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction, combination, and
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out in
the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the crate set up; Fig. 2
1s a vertical longitudinal section; Fig. 3 is a
horizontal section taken on the line 3—3 of
Kig. 2; Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical section
taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a
cdetailed elevation of one of the end mem-
bers removed ; Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the
crate 1 collapsed position; Fig. 7 is a top
plan view of the same with the top and bot-
tom members held therein.

Retferring more especially to the drawings,

-1 and 2 represent the side members and 3
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and 4 represent the end members. For the
sake of convenience in further explaining the
invention, the side members will be referred
to as the front and rear side members, and
the end members will be referred to as the
richt-hand and left-hand end members.
The front side member is cut away at its
left-hand end to form a tenon or dove-tailed
slot 5 for the reception of the dove-tailed
tongue 6 carried upon the left-hand end
member, and adjacent the cut-away portion

5, the inside 1s recessed as at 7 on an incline

to permit the tongue 6 to seat therein.
When the device is folded as is illustrated
n Kig. 7, the cut-away portion 5 of the side

!

erther side of the tongue 6 and are adapted to
seat 1n mclined recesses 9 formed in the left-
hand end. The same construction is ob-

- served at the right-hand end of the rear side

member and the rear end of the right-hand
end member, and the same numerals have

been applied thereto.

The right-hand end of the front side and
the left-hand end of the rear side together

with the front end of the right-hand end
member and the rear end of the left-hand
end member are formed into dove-tailed

{ hinge projecting pieces 10, which enter re-

cesses 11 formed in the end and side mem-
bers. - These parts are joined together at the
right-hand forward side and the left-hand
rearward side by hinged pintles 12, which
pass through all of the projections 10 and
the left-hand forward end and the right-
hand rearward end are joined by pintles 13,
which pass through the tongues 6 and 8. It
will thus be seen that the crate is permitted
to fold, as is shown in Fig. 7, into the form
of a substantially elongated diamond.

Upon the forward side 1 adjacent the top
and bottom thereof, I provide hinged loops
14 which pass through apertures in the
hinged plates 15, carried by the dividing
partition 16, which extends centrally across
the plate and 1s hmited by the strip 17 extend-
ing vertically from bottom to top of the side
2. 'This divides the case into separate com-
partments as 1s common with egg crates and
at the same time permits the folding of the
structure for return shipment.

Attached to the end members adjacent
their top and bottom are L-shaped guides 18,
which overhang the top and bottom edges of
the end members and form grooves 19 in
which the top and bottom members 20 and
21 are adapted to slide. The insertion of
these top and bottom members prevents any
accidental collapsing of the crate and, at the
same time, 1t holds the contents within the
CasIng.

Any suitable fastening devices such as pins
passing through the guiding members into
the lids may be provided to hold the top and
bottom members in position but, as such
means are common, I have not illustrated
any lock for the lid. In shipment the top
and bottom lids are removed, the partition
16 folded against the side 1 and the top and
bottom members placed in the crate and the

1 forms tongues 8 which are arranged on | device folded up as shown in Fig. 7.
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From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the proportion, form,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

claim.

I claim as my invention:—

In a device of the class described, the com-
bination with side and end members having

5 ntegral dove-tailed ends, of pins passing

through said ends to hinge the parts together,
sald side and end members being cut away at

the mvention, as defined in the appended

>3 017,709

certain points to form recesses for the recep-

tion of the hinging parts of the members con-
nected thereto, guiding strips carried by the
end members and overhanging the top and

i bottom edges to form guiding channels, top

and bottom members slidably mounted in
sald channels and adapted to prevent the
accidental collapsing of the crate, and aparti-
tion hinged to one of said side members and
extending across to the opposite side.

In testimony WhereofEI have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. - |
' WILLIAM F. BROWN.
Witnesses: -
A. J. WEATHERS,
Leonarp DouaHTY.
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