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COLLAPSIBLE CRATH.

No. 917,539.

Application filed May 7, 1908,

specification of Letters Patent.

Patented April 6, 16086,
werial No. 431,400.

Lo all whom 1t may concern.:

e 1t known that I, James G. ByYroN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Fosters Meadow, in the county of ueens

and dtate of New York, have mvented cer-

tein new and usetul Improvements in Col-
lapsible Crates, of which the following 1s a
specification.

This invention relates to crates and espe-
cially to devices of this nature which are
adapted to be folded to be returned to the
packer and which are adapted to occupy less
space when in tolded position than when ex-
tended.

An ¢bject of this invention i1s to form such
a device that can be folded easily without
having to be separated in its parts from the
body of the crate.

Another object 1s to provide a device of
this character that can be taken arart in s
snort time and any broken parts substituted
readily.

The invention has for a further object
simplicity of construction and durability of
all 1ts parts, they being so arranged that they
may be made of suflicient proportions to ad-

mit of more than necessary strength.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent irom the rollowing description and
1t will be understood that changes in the
specilic structure shown and described may
be made within the scope of the claim and
that any swtable materials may be used
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention.

In the drawings forming a portion of this :

specification, and in which like numerals of
reference 1indicate similar parts in the several
views, Iflogure 1 is a front elevation of the
crate 1n an extendea position, Fig. 2 1s a top
plan of the same, the cover being raised, Fig. 3
1s an end elevation, Ifig. 4 is a top plan of the
crate with the bottom and lid in position to

“be tolded, Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the

crate when folded.

Referring to the drawings, 10 and 11 desig-
nate the bottom strips upon which the whole
crate 1s supported. The strips are longi-
tudmally positioned at the front and back of
the crate respectively. The front strip 10
carries at one end of 1ts upper face two eye
bolts or staples 12 which support the bottom
13 of the crate. The bottom 13 comprises
two sections 14 and 15 which are hinged to-
gether at the center of the bottom 13 by the

iront edge two staples 13’ which are engaged
by the staples 12 carried at the upper face of
the strip 10. Suflicient movement 1s al-
lowed at the hinge 16 to permit that section
15 to be folded over upon the section 14
when the crate 1s to be folded.

Arranged in a vertical plane with the strip
10 1s a series of strips 18 the ends of which
support a series of laterally disposed strips
19 alternately positioned upon said ends.
Hach end of the crate is composed of a series
of laterally disposed strips 19 and are held in
engagement upon sald front strips 18 by pins
20 which pass down through the adjoining
ends of said strips 18 and 19. The upper-
most front strip 18 carries mtermediate of
1ts length on its outer face a staple 22 over

| which a hasp 21 1s adapted to be engaged.

The back of the crate comprises a series of
strips 23 corresponding to the front series of
strips 18 and which support the rear ends of
the laterally disposed series of strips 19 in
secured position by the pins 20. The pins
20 are tormed of pieces of wire having their
upper end looped to engage the upper strips

19 which pass downward through the alter-

nate ends of the strips 18 and 19 and extend-
mg beyond the under surface of the bottom
strips 10 and 11. The portions of the pins
20 which extend below the bottom strips 10
and 11 are bent upwardly, the under surfaces
of said strips for the purpose of preventing
the accidental displacement of said pins 20
and also to hold the said ends securely in
position.

The uppermost strip 23 carries upon its
rear face two hinges 24 which secure a hid 25
to said crate. The hinges 24 are of such a
nature as to admit of the folding back of said
lid 25 mto the horizontal plane. The front
end of the hid carries a hasp 21 which is
adapted to engage the staple 22. The ends
of the lid 25 and the bottom 13 are so posi-
tioned that their ends abut against the series
of strips 19 and thus hold the two series of

- strips 18 and 19 m planes at right angles to

each other.
When the crate 1s to be folded to be re-

shipped the hid 25 1s folded back upon the
outer surfaces of the strips 23. The bottom
13 1s then swung upward against the front
strips 18 and the section 15 is folded over
upon the section 14. When the lid 25 and
the bottom 13 are in this position the strips
are collapsed as the pins 20 act as hinges.

staples 16. The section 14 carries in its | The crate when folded may be secured in
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that position by a wire, cord or any conven- | edge of said first section, said second section,
ient means. | adapted to fold over upon said first section, -
What is claimed 18: o said first section adapted to fold upwardly 15
In a crate of the class described the com- | and inwardly against the inner wall of said
bination of two series of longitudinal par- | crate. -
allel strips, pins for engaging the interfitting | In testimony whereof I afhix my signature,
eXltremifiSs of sald iltrips anﬁ an outw?rdly in presence of two witnesses. S
folding lid supported upon the upper of one - | U
of sai%l seriespgf strips,I a sectio,‘f Iilinged to | JAMES G. BYRQN
. the lower extremity at one end of the lower- |  Witnesses: - | -
most of one of said series of strips, and a{  HeNrY C. RATH,
second section hingedly supported upon the GEORGE L. ADAMS.
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