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To all whom w1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, ANNIE HUNTINGTON
ALLEN, a citizen of the United States, resic-
ing in the city of Cincinnati, county of Ham-
ilton, and State of Chio, have invented cei-
tain new and useful Improvements in CUhat-
ing-Protectors; and I do hereby deciare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which the same pertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates generally to means
for preventing chafing of the inner surfaces
of the thighs, and relates particularly to a
combined chafingpreventer and stocking sup-
porter, whereby not only is such chaiing pre-
vented or greatly ameliorated, but the stock-
ings of the wearer are also supported i a
much improved manner.

My invention comprises a guard or guards,
adapted to be worn between the thighs,
thereby preventing or reducing greatiy
chafing at this point, said guards provided
with means for holding them in place which
also preferably serve as stocking supporters.

Many women are much troubled, par-

ticularly in warm weather, with chafing of |

the inner surfaces of the thighs, due to the
rubbing together of the thighs when wali-
The objects of my invention are, first, to
prevent or greatly ameliorate this chafing;
second, to support the stockings m an im-
proved manner while accomplishing the
object first-named; and third, to make the
device simple, inexpensive, easy to adjust
and to put on or off, and comfortable to the
wearer. |

I will now proceed to describe my inven-
tion with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which one form of device em-
bodying my invention is illustrated, and will
then point out the novel features in claims.

In the said drawings Figure 1 shows a
front view of one form of the device, the
parts being arranged as if the device were 1n
place upon a human figure, the outlines o1
which are indicated in dotted lines. Iig. 2
shows a central vertical section through the
device on a plane at right angles to Xig. 1,
the outlines of the human figure being indi-
cated, as in the preceding view, in dotted
lines. |

In the said drawings, numerals 1, 1 desig-
nate two guards, or shields, for preventing

chafing, arranged to be worn between the |

thichs. Said shields should be composed of
apron-like pieces of some light, thin, fiexible
material, such as rubber, oiled silk, silk,

' linen, or cotton cloth, or very thin and flexi-

ble skin or animal membrane, and may pe
formed of any material naving the necessary
qualities. Obviously, a single such shield is
in itself suflicient to prevent chaling, or atu
least to reduce or ameliorate it greatly; but
when the device also serves as a garment sup-
porter, and indeed in any case, 1t is preier-
able to employ two such shields together, as
shown. These shields are held in place 1 any
suitable manner,—in the instance shown by
imeans of tapes 2 connecting them to a waist-
piece 3 which in the instence shown is a beit
adapted to encircle the waist of the wearer,
although such waist-piece may be arranged
to be secured to the parson of the wearer i
any other suitable manner. Asshown, L pro-
vide two such tapes 2 {or each shield, one lo-
cated, when the device is in use, in front of
the abdomen and somewhat to one side of the
median line, the other at the side and some-
what at the rear. By this arrangement o
tapes, the upper portions of the shields are
caused to lie closely to the wearer’s legs, in
which position they will be substantially sta-
tionary at all times with respect to the thighs,
causing no chafing themselves, but to the
contrary receiving all of the rubbing, and so
preventing chafing. It is desirabie, however,
that the lower edges of the guards 1 shall be
drawn down,so as to prevent the guards from
working up and wrinkling. To this end, 1
nrovide lower tapes 4 and 5, provided with
means for attaching them to the garments of
the wearer; and by preference these tapes are
attached to the stockings, in which case they
serve not only to hold down the guards 1, but
also to support the stockings. The outside
tapes, 5, extend from the rear of the wearer’s

legs, downward and around toward the side

or front portion of the stocking. The inside
tapes, 4, extend very nearly directly down-
ward. This arrangement of the tapes per-
mits very efficient supporting of the stock-
ing, without interference with the movements
of the wearer, and without discomfort.

Pull upon the tapes 4 is transmitted di-
rectly, through the guards 1, to the tapes 2;
and by reason of the fact that these tapes are
each to one side of the median line, any pres-
sure on the abdomen caused thereby tends
to support the abdomen at the weakest
points, viz., in the vicinity of Poupart’s liga-
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mmt avoiding the tendency to rupture
which pressure along the central or mecha,n
line of the abdomen nght pmduue 1t wild
be seen, therefore, that my device consti-
tutes, not only a pl" eventer of chafing, but
also a very eflicient stocking supporter.

It will be obvious that the device above
described may be made in a variety of forms
and with a variety of arrangements of tapes
and the like, w 1‘th(mt depml ting ifrom the
The tapes
, 4 and 5 may be made th@l of elastic or

01 non-elastic material, as preferred, though

i premr to form them of elastic webbing. I

do not limit myself to any particular manner
of supporting the guards 1 and of hoiding
them in place, or t0 any pﬂtmuh;_ shavne of
said guards, or to any particular material ox
manner of construction thereof,

What 1 claim 1s:— _

1. in a chafing protector, the combination
with a waist piece, of a dmﬁl cuard com-
prising an aproun-iike piece of “thin flexible
material suspeﬂded trom said waist piece in
iront and rear and adapted to be worn be-

Ci“

tween the thwhs &l’ld meahs connected to |

the lower portlon of said guard for holding
the same down.

2. In a chafing protector, the combination
mth a waist plece, of two chafﬂ o guards each

“worn between the thighs,

917,515

COMPrising an apron—hke ple@e of thm ﬂe“;:lble

material suspended from said walst-pww in

front and rear and adapted to be worn be-

tween the thighs, and means connected to

the lower po:_‘hmﬂfa of Sald guards for holding 3
the sanie down. o

LN .
I

3. In a chafing protector, the combination

vith a waist pisce, of one or more Ch&ﬁﬂg

{exible material suspmmﬂd rom sald walst
pl“CB in front and rear

and adapted to be
and prowded near

o u TAS COMPTrISiNg an apr ozauhkb piece of thin

4y

the bottom and st a pon’m which 1s on the

inside of t-h_e ieg when the device 1S in use,
with means for ho_uhm the same down.

4, Ing unchmg protector, the combmation -

with a waist piece, of one or more chaﬁng

onards com p1"1511"10 an
ﬂe ‘ible ’1%611 3l suspenaed from said waist
piece in iront and rear and adapted to be

apron-like piece of thin

worn between the thigns, af}_d provided In -

front aﬂd m rewr‘ at poin ts wh
inside of the leo

with mesans for holdi ing thﬂ Same. down.
=n testimony ereui lafixmy 81g11¢:..1tu1

i the presence of two witnesses. -
A“\T\Tﬂ* HUN TINUTON ALLE\‘"
Witnesses:

Joun L. ABRAWISO\T '
WaALTER W, CONOT{LIN
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