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UNITED STATES PATENT

LASURE B. JOHNSTON, OF LORAIN, OHIO.

MALL-BAG CATCHER AND DELIVERER.

No. 917,307.

Application filed February 10, 1909,

To all whow it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Lastre B. Joansrox,
~inanuner to the adjacent car wall, a fixed

citizen of the United States, residing at _ _
keeper-loop d, arranged back of the bearing

Loram, 11 the county of Lorain and State of
Ohto, have invented new and useful Im-

provements 1 Mail-Bag Catchers and Deliv- 5

erers, of which the following is a specifica-
f1o1.

My invention pertains to apparatus for
putting mail bags on and taking the same
off moving cars: and it consists in the pe-
cultar and advantageous apparatus herein-
atter described and particularly pointed out
i the claims appended.

In the drawings, accompanying and form-
ing part of this specification: Fioure 1 is a
plan view illustrating diagrammatically the

arrangement of my novel apparatus when a |

mail bag 1s to be put on and another mail bag
taken from a car that is moving in the direc-
tron 1ndicated by the arrow. Tig. 2 is a plan
view showing one of the platform devices of
my improvements with the swinging element
thereof in the position said element occupies
when 1t 1s to deliver a bag to or take a bag

from a moving car. Fig. 3 is a plan view |

of said device showing the swinging element
i the position in which it is placed after a
bag 1s caught or is delivered, and also illus-
trating a bag connected with said swinging
element. I'ig. 4 is an elevation showing the
outer side of the platform deviece with the
swinging element in the same position as in
Fre. 8. IPig. 5 is a detail view taken from a
point within the car and illustrating the ar-
rangement of one of the car devices relative
to a side wall of the car and the door open-
g therein, and also illustrating the car
device in full lines in the position in which
it 1s placed for operation.

Sinilar letters designate corresponding
parts i all of the views of the drawings. re-
ferring to which:

A 1s a mall car having the usual door
openings « 1n its side walls b.

Iand C are the car devices of my novel
apparatus, and D and B are the platform
devices; the said devices D and I being
located at opposite sides of the car track, as
represented m Ifip. 1.

The car devices B and C are reversely ai-
ranged, I'1g. 1, but are otherwise identical
in construction, and therefore a detailed de-
scription of the device B shown in Fig. 3
will suffice to impart a definite understand-

ing of both devices B and C. The said de- |
ﬁ
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vice B, Fig. 5, is preferably made up of a
journal bearing ¢, connected in a swiveled

¢, & Tock-shatt ¢ journaled in the bearing ¢

and arranged in the keeper-loop ¢ and hav-
g an angularly disposed handle 7 at its

- rear end, and also having a forward POI‘-

ton ¢, of approximate right angle forma-
tion, and a spring clip A mounted on the
outer arm ot the said portion ¢g. The said
spring clip 4 is designed to receive and
yieldingly hold one of the bag rings herein-
alter described, when a bag is to be delivered

from the car to a platform device on the left-

hand side of the car, with reference to the
direction in which the car is moving, and
after the bag ring is placed in engagement
with the said clip, the portion ¢ of the rock-
shatt is swung outwardly through the door
opening until the handle of the rock-shaft
brings up against the inner side of the car
wall 80 as to limit the outward movement of
the portion g and assure the same remaining
I would also have it
understood that the portion ¢ of the rock-
shait 1s placed in the position stated, when
the device B is to be used to take a bag from
the platform device located at the right-
hand side of the car with reference to the
direction of movement thereof. Subsequent
to the delivery of a bag from or the taking
of a bag upon the portion ¢ of the rock-
shaft, an attendant within the car rocks the
rock-shaft through the medium of the
handle 7 so as to swing the portion g 1n-
wardly through the door opening «, after
which the said attendant may swing the rock-
shaft as a whole upwardly, this Decanse of
the swivel connection between the bearmg «
and the car wall, and place the outer arm of
the portion ¢ over the bracket 7 located above
the opening «, after the manner illustrated by
dotted lines in Iig. 5. In this latter position
1t will be manifest that the car device leaves
the door opening « practically unobstructed.
and yet when 1t 15 desired to use the said car
device, the outer arm of the portion ¢ may
be quickly and easily displaced from the
bracket 4, and then the car device may be
manipulated in the manner and for either of
the purposes before described.

The platform devices D are similar in
construection, except that they ave reversely
arranged for wuse at opposite sides of the
car track, and therefore a detailed descrip-
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65 p of platform device D to the outer arm of |

tion of the platform device D shown in Figs.
9, 3 and 4, will suffice to 1mpart a definite
understanding of both devices D and K.
The device D, Figs. 2, 3 and 4, comprises a

fixed post or upright j and a swinging ele- |

ment; the said fixed post or upright being
preferably of wood, and the swinging ele-
ment being preferably of metal. As clearly

shown in the ficures mentioned, the said

swinging element comprises a rock-shatt f,
journaled in the post j, as shown by dotted
lines, a handle portion / which extends at &
right angle from one end of the rock-shaft
and is provided at an intermediate point of
its length with an angularly disposed
shoulder 7 located opposite the outer side ot
the post 7, and a bag deliverer and receiver
extending from the opposite end of the
vock-shaft %, with reference to the handle
portion 7. The said bag deliverer and re-
ceiver comprises a loop n extending in the

same general direction as the handle portion |

/, and an arm p which reaches in a curved

‘manner from the outer end of the loop 7 |

and then extends in a direction substan-
tially parallel to the car track. By virtue
of the said construction of the swinging ele-

ment of the platform device, it will be mani- |

fest that when said swinging element 1s
placed in the position shown 1n Fig. 2, its
shoulder m will bring up against
side of the post § and retain it in sald POSl-
tion. Then when the rings of a bag are re-
ceived on the arm p, and the swinging ele-
ment is moved from the position shown in
Fig. 2 to that shown in Fig. 9, until the
shoulder m again brings up against the
outer side of the post j to limit the swinging
movement of the element, it will be manifest
that the rings on the bag will gravitate to
the bight of the loop =, and consequently
both the swinging element and the bag will
be out of the way of passing cars, and the
bag will be held by the swinging element 1n
such manner that there is no liability of the
bag being casually released and permitted to
tall. Notwithstanding this, however, 1t will
be noted that the bag received on the swing-
ing element may be readily removed from
said element by running the rings on the bag
up the loop n and off the arm p.

My invention contemplates providing the

bags to be handled with rings such as indil-
cated by F, and when a bag so equipped 18
placed on the outer arm of the portion ¢ ol
the car device C, and a similar bag is placed
on the arm p of the platform device D, and
the portion ¢ of the rock-shaft comprised In
the car device B is set as shown in Fig. 1,
and the portion ¢ of the rock-shait com-
prised in the car device C 1s similarly set, 1t
will be manifest that incidental to the pas-
sage of the car between the platform devices

D and E, a bag will be taken from the arm

the outer

1
I

————— ol
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the rock-shaft comprised 1n the car device
B, and at the same time the bag on the outer
wem of the rock-shaft of the car device C
will be delivered to the arm p of the swing-
ing element comprised in the platform de-
vice k.

I swould have it understood at this point

that while T have elected, for the sake of
- convenience, to show the platform devices D

and I at opposite sides of a single track, the
said devices may obviously be used to advan-
tage at opposite sides of a double track.

it will be readily understood from the

70

75

foregoing that the car devices as well as the

platform devices of my improvements are
simple and compact 1n construction, and at
the same time are well adapted to with-
stand exposure to weather and the rough
usage to which mail bag catchers and deliv-
erers are ordinarily subjected. |

Having described my invention, what 1
claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat-
ent, 1s: _

1. In a device for delivering mail bags
¢rom and taking mail bags upon a moving
car, the combination of a car wall having a
door opening and a bracket located above
the said door opening, a bearing connected
n a swiveled manner with the car wall at
one side of the door opening, a keeper-loop
connected to the car wall and arranged at
the opposite side of the swiveled bearing,
with reference to the door opening, and a
rock-shaft extending through the swiveled
bearing and the keeper-loop and having an
angularly disposed handle portion at 1ts
rear end and a portion, of approximate
right-angle formation, at 1ts forward end,
substantially as and for the purpose de-
sceribed. | |

9. A device adapted for location at the
side of a railway track to deliver mail bags
to and take mail bags from a moving car,
comprising a fixed upright or
swinging element supported by the upright
or post and made up of a rock-shait jour-
naled in the upright and extending parallel
to the track, a handle portion extending
from one end of the rock-shaft and having
2 shoulder at an intermediate point of 1its
length adapted in two positions of the
swinging element to bring up against the
outer side of the upright, and a loop extend-
ing from the opposite end of the rock-shait,
with reference to the handle portion, and

post, and a
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terminating at its outer end in an arm dis-

posed approximately parallel to the track.

3. In an apparatus for
scribed, devices located at opposite sides of
o railway track and comprising fixed up-
rights and reversely arranged swinging ele-
ments supported by the uprights and each
made up of a rock-shaft journaled In 1ts up-
right and extending parallel to the track, a
handle portion extending irom one portion

the purpose de-
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of the rock-shaft and having a shoulder at
an intermediate point of 1ts h,nﬂth ‘lddpLE}d
i two positions of the swinging element to
bring up against the outer side of the up-
right, and a loop extending from the oppo-
site end of the rock-shaft, with reference to
the handle portion, and telmmatm.g at 1ts
outer
parallel to the track, in combination with a
car having door openings and brackets lo-

ated above said door openings, bearmgs
connected m a swiveled manner with the car
walls and arranged one in front and the
other in rear of the adjacent door opening,
keeper-loops connected to the car walls, and
rock-shafts extending through the swiveled
bearings and the heepel loops and having
aewlarly disposed handle portions at their
rear ends and portions, of approxumate
right angle formation, at thewr forward
enidls.

4+, In a device for deliverimg mail bags
from and taking mail bags upon a moving
combination of a car wall having a
door opening and also having a suitable
support located above said door opening, a
bearing connected with the car wall, at one
side of the door opening, and achpted to

end 1n an arm disposed approxunately

&5

swing toward and from said door opening,
and a device journa
iocle 1ndependent of the bearing and to
swing with said bearing and also adapted in
one position to be projected through the
door opening and in another pOSlthll to be
pluced on the support located above said
G001 Opening.

. A device adapted for location at the
side of a rallway track to deliver mail bags
to and tale mail bags from a moving car,
comprising a fixed upright, and a 5W11101110
clement supported by the upright “and
mounted to swing toward and from-the rail-
way track and hfwmﬂ a loop which termi-
nates in an arm arr 111ged appmunmtely
parallel to the track, and also having a
handle portion equipped with an abutment
adapted 1n two positions of the swinging
element to bring up against the side of the
element remote from the track.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

_ LASURE B. JOHNSTON.
Witnesses:
(r. A. Fripay,

RaLrr JoHNSTON.
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