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Lo all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Brancor Krves Wie-

GINS, a cltizen of the United States, residing
at Blairsville, in the county of Indiana, State
ol Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Potato Mashers
and Ricers; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mnvention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This mvention has relation to that class of
culinary articles that are employed to mash
potatoes and other vegetables, and that it
may be desired to mash in cooking.

1t 1s the purpose of the mvention to pro-
vide a culimary device of the kind menticned
that shall be capable of mashing and ‘‘ricing
potatoes at the same operation.

The nature of the invention is to be ascer-
tamed from the device portrayed in the an-
nexed drawings, forming a part of this speci-

fication, 1n view of which 1t will first be de-

seribed with respect to its construction and
mode of use and then be pointed out in the
subjoined claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an end eleva-
tion of the invention. Iig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the mmvention. Kig. 3 is a top plan
view of the invention.

In the drawings, 10 designates the base .

and 11 and 12 opposite sides of the masher
which 1s composed of sheet metal, having
holes punched therethrough from the inside
outward, somewhat as i1s done 1n the con-
struction of a common grater, the said parts
bemng thus rendered foraminous. The sides
11 and 12 extend upward in a plane at right
angles to the base, and a length of wire 13 is
inclosed i a bead 14, from the material at

M.

cach end of the sides and base. The pro-
jecting portions of said wires beyond the
edges of the sides are bent inward radially,
as at 15, to a point 16 centrally above the
base, at which latter point the ends 17 are
bent so as to extend in a plane parallel with
the sides, said ends being secured together
by solder and forming a shank which is se-
cured 1 a socket made in the lower end of
the handle 18. |

1t 1s to be noted tnat the utensil is ex-
tremely simple 1 construction; and in use
the base or bottom may be used to mash
potatoes and the like, by simply crushing
them thereunder while the sides may be em-
ployed to mash such parts as are pressed out-
ward to the sides of the tray by the operation
of the base, much the same in manipulation
as 18 done with the old and common form of
potato masher. |

In addition to mashing the potatoes, they
are, by reason of being pressed through the
holes 1in the base and sides, ‘‘riced’” at the
same time.

What 1s claimed is:

A potato masher, comprising a flat square
perforated bottom and two perforated sides
of equal width, the opposite edges of said
bottom and connected sides being bent to
form a bead, two wires within said beads
each having 1ts two ends bent inwardly and
then extended parallel to form a shank and a
handle to receive said shank, all arranged as
set Torth.

In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature,
1n, presence of two witnesses.

BLANCHE KEYES WIGGINS.

Witnesses: -

R. S. SNEDDEN,
Cras. H. Moorz.
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