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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that we, WirLiaM VICKERY |

and GEORGE VICKERY, subjects of the King
of Great Britain and Ireland, residing at
Milverton, in the county of Somerset, Eng-

~land, and Norton Fitzwarren, m the county

10

20

10
ot

35

40

59

of Somerset, Iingland, respectively, have -
vented new and useful Improvementsin Seal-
Fastenings, of which the following 1s a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to mmprovements
in the construction of what are known as
seal fastenings for boxes, baskets or the like.
In these fastenings, the part by or through

5 which the latch, which engages the hasp

upon the lid of the box, basket or the like,
can be actuated, is protected, when the
fastening is closed, by a seal, which must be
mutilated or destroved before the latch can
be actuated and the box, basket or the like
opened.

 According to the present invention, the
latch is pivotally mounted m the lateh cas-
ing and has the nose-plece which engages
the latch on its front side. The latch 1s
normally pressed toward the front of the
latch casing by a spring and must be moved
backward on 1ts pivot against the action of
this spring when it is desired to release 1t
from the hasp. This backward rotary
movement is eifected by means of a lever
which is pivoted upon a pin running trans-
versely of the latch casing and is formed or
provided with a nose-piece or projection,
which bears against the front of the latch,
and, when the lever is in a position at right
angles to the front of the casing, holds the
latch clear of the hasp. The pm upon
which the lever is mounted may be arranged
to traverse the cavity provided for the seal
or label or the back plate of the said cavity
may be bent or shaped so as to embrace the
pin, a slot in the said plate permitting the
passage of the body of the lever. The lever,
when turned into a position parallel with
the front of the casing, is within the seal or
label cavity, and the seal or label, when m-
serted, covers the lever. It 1s thereifore
necessary to mutilate or destroy the seal or
label before the lever can be got at and
operated to move the latch back clear of the
hasp. In addition to the circular aperture
in the front of the casing aflording access to
the seal, and that provided for the passage
of the body of the lever, a rectangular or

—a

casing consists essentially of three

other shaped opening may be provided of
such dimensions as to enable the seal or label
to be used also as the address label or the
destination indicator of the box, basket or
the like or for receiving any other particu-

lars. A hasp, such as is employed m con-

nection with the fastening before referred
to, may be employed in the present instance,
or, instead of such hasp and when the latch
is designed for use in connectlon with bas-
kets, such, for instance, as mail baskets, the
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hasp may be formed upon a ring or eye so

that it may be secured to the said basket by
the ring or eye encircling one of the members
of the lid of the basket. In order that im-
proper access to, and withdrawal and re-
placement of the seal or label may be pre-
vented when the box, basket or the like 1s
fastened, a depending plate or lug is formed
upon the hasp carrier, which partly, or
wholly, closes the upper end of the seal or
label cavity.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
inos:—igure 1 is a front view of a seal fas-
tening in accordance with this invention;
Fig. 2 is a cross section on the line A—A of
Fig.1; and Fig. 3 is a view of the interior of
the fastening, the front plate being removed.
Figs. 4 to 9 are detail views of the various
parts of the device. Tig. 10 is a perspective
view of a hasp suitable for use with boxes.
Fig. 11 is a side elevation of the same.

in the embodiment illustrated, the latch
parts.
The first of these parts now to be described
forms the back or foundation of the casing.
It 1s made, as also are the other two parts of
the casing, from sheet metal which is sub-
jected to a pressing or stamping operation,
or to a series of pressing or stamping opera-
tions. The pressing or stamping operation,
or the series of pressing or stamping opera-
tions, is or are, such that at the completion
thereof the first part of the latch casing com-
prises a central longitudinal and rectangular
depression 1 and two lateral plane portions
2 at right angles to the side walls and parallel
to the back wall of the depression. T'he sec-
ond of the parts constitutes the front of the
casing and 1s pressed or stamped to the out-
line shown in Fig. 1. The lateral projections
or lugs 3 form the means by which the at-
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tachment of the latch casing to the box, bas-

ket or the like i1s effected. Instead of the
lugs or projections being formed on the front
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plate of the latch casing they may, as will be
obvious, be formed on the sides of the plane
portions of the first part of the casing, or on

~both the first and second parts of the casing.

In the latter case, the lugs or projections on
the front plate would coincide with those on
the first part when the several parts of the
latch casing were assembled. The third of
the parts of the casing constitutes with the
first part a latch chamber. This third part
is pressed or stamped to the shape or form

shown m Figs. 4, 5 and 8, that is to say, as

seen In the frontview (Fig. 4), it is of T-shape

- with vertical member 4 and horizontal meni-
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bers 5. In the side view (Fig. 5) it will be
seen that the horizontal members 5 have a
horizontal and backwardly extending part 6,
the shape of which, in plan, is shown in
Ifig. 8. The vertical member 4 is bent

horizontally as at 20 and then again dropped |
vertically as at 21, said part 21 being pref- |

erably paraliel to member 4 and by means
of which, space for the pivoted lever 13 is
provided as shown in Fig. 2. The part 21
termmates in a horizontal part 22 and then
in a vertical part 23 which is secured to the
casing as shown in Fig. 2. _
To assemble the three parts to constitute
the latch casing, the first and third parts ave
first taken and secured together. The verti-

‘cal member 4 of the third part is nlaced with-

1n. the depression 1 and the horizontal mem-
bers 5 are passed into slots 7 that are formed
in the side walls of the depression 1 just to
the rear of their connection with the Iateral
plane portions 2. The horizontal members 5
are therefore behind the lateral plane por-
tions 2 and the slots 7 are of such depth that
they will permit the lower surface of the hori-
zontal and backwardly extending part 6 of
the third part to rest upon the uvnper ends of
the side and back walls of the depression 1.
The upper ends of the side and back walls of
the depression 1 are cut away so as to be
shghtly below the upper ends of the lateral
plane portions 2 (Ifig. 6) and the part 6 is of
such thickness that when in the position just
mentioned its upper surface is level with the
upper edges ol the lateral plane portions 2.
The lower end of the vertical member 4 is,
when the members 5, 6 are in position, se-
cured to the back wall of the depression 1, as
by arivet. The front pldate is secured to the
lateral plane portions 2 of the back part by
rivets but 1s held at a little distance there-
from so that a space or cavity 8 is formed be-
tween the two. This space or cavity 8 forms
the seal or label receptacle. The front plate
1s maintained at a distance from the back
part of the casing by distance pieces 9, which,
1n the embodiment now being described, are
formed by bending over the cuter edges of
the lateral plane portions 2, as shown in Figs.

3, 6and 7. -
- 101s the latch. This latch, which is of the

wmgll

rignt angle.

‘the openings 17, 18 in the front
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construction shown in Figs. 2 and 9, is ar-
ranged within the latch chamber formed by
and between the first and third parts of the
casing and is pivoted at the lower end on a
pin 11 secured at its ends in the side walls of
the depression 1.
spring pressure and is pressed toward the
front of the casing by a spring 12 that encir-

cles or partly encircles the pin 11, and the

ends of which bear against the back wall of

the depression 1 and the back of the latch 10.

13 18 the lateh actuating lever. This lever
1s mounted within the latch chamber on a
pin 14 secured at its ends in the side walls of
the depression 1 and passes through a slot

15, when In position, to the front of the mem-

ber 4. The nose 16 of the lever is arranged
to press against and move the lateh 10 back-
wardly when the lever 1s turned upward
from thie position shown in Fig. 2 through a

As will be seen in Fig. 1, the front plate is
formed with an opening therethrough. The
upper part 17 of this opening is rectangular
and is of such dimensions as to enable the
seal or label which is placed in the cavity &
pehind the front
address label or the destination indieator of
the box, basket or the like. The lower part
18 of the opening is circular and opens into
the rectangular part. It will also be seen
from Figs. 1-and 2 that the lever 13 is behind
I plate and
also behind the seal or label cavity S formed
by and between the first and second parts of
the casmg.  If, therefore, a seal or label of
proper snape be passed through the upper
and open end of and into the cavity 8 it will
cover the lever 13 and it will be impossible,
without first mutilating or destroying the
seal or label, to get at, through the circular
opening 18, the lower end of the lever, and by
pulling thereon, turn the lever on the pin 14
into a position at right angles to that shown
in i1g. 2 and thereby move the latch 10 back-
sward out of engagement with the hasp 19.

In Figs. 16 and 11 a construction of hasp

suitable for use with boxes is shown. In
i1g. 2 anotler construction is illustrated.
115

in both constructions, a depending plate or
lug 20 1s provided for the purpose herein-
before mentioned. "The hasp shown in Fig. 2
1s of the construction herein mentioned when
the latch 1s designed for use in connection
with baskets. -~ o

1o apply a seal fastening constructed as
described to a box, the front wall of the box,
at the part at which it is desired t6 secure the
fastening, has formed in it a rectangular
opening extending downward from the top
edge of the wall for such a distance and of
such a width that the depression 1 will fit

therein and the underside of the part 8 will

rest upon the top edge of the wall. The ar-
rangement will be such that the rear sides of

The latch 10 is under

plate to be used also as the
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the outer side of the front wall and the de-
pression 1 will extend toward the mside of
the box, the inner side of the lower end of the
rear wall of the depression, below the ends
of the side walls, coming against the mner
face of the front wali. 'The seal fastening
will be secured in position by screws passing
through the holes in the lugs 3 mmto the outer
face of the front wall and mn the part 6 mto
the upper edge of the front wall and, it may
be, by a screw passed through the hole,

shown in Figs. 1 and 2, in the lower end of |
& front-plate provided with a central open-

the rear wall of the depression 1.

What we claim 1s:—

1. In a seal fastening, the combimation of
a front plate provided with a central openimg,
a casing constituting a latch chamber, a hasp
provided with a projection entering said
chamber, a pocket or cavity between said
front-plate and said casing, a seal 1 said
pocket adapted to close the opening in said
plate, a lateh pivoted n said casing and
adapted to engage and hold said hasp and
means located behind said seal adapted to
free said hasp from said lateh.

2. In a seal fastening, the combination of
a front-plate provided with a central open-

mge, a casing constituting a latch chamber, a |

the lateral plane portions 2 will come agamst |

|
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P

hasp provided with a projection entering said
chamber, a pocket or cavity between said
front-plate and said casing, a seal In said
nocket adapted to close the opening 1n said
plate, a latch pivoted in said casing and
adapted to engage said hasp, and an oper-
ating lever located behind said seal, said
lever being fulerumed in said chamber and
adapted to release said latch when turned
about 1ts pivot in such manner that one arm
will pass through the opening mm the front-
plate.

3. In a scal fastening, the combination of

ing, a casing constituting a latch chamber, a
hasp provided with a projection entering
saict chamber, a seal between said front-plate
and said casing and adapted to close the
opening In said front-plate, a latch pivoted
in said casing and adapted to engage said
hasp and an operating iever whereby said
seal will have to be broken before said lever
can be turned to free said latch.
Dated this 24th day of December, 1907.
WILLIAM VICKERY.
GEORGE VICKERY.
Witnesses:
ErrmE J. FusseLL,
GEORGE T. PITCHER.
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