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To all whom 1t may CONCern:

Be it known that 1, WUGENE VEST, &
citizen of the United States of Ainerica, and
- rosident of the town of Mulberry Grove,
county of Bond, and State of Illinois, have
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ents in Latching Devices, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates 1o latches for two-
way gates, and 1s designed to stop and lock
cutomatically in its normal closed position
a gate when the same
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side, and to hold the gate 1n such closed pe-
cition until released manually so as 1o be
easily opened in either direction when de-
sired. Means ave provided also to vesist the
tendency of the gate to sag, and at the same
time relieve the latch devices or the strain
incident to the weight of the gate.

Tith these and other objects in view, 1O
be referred to as the description progresses,
my invention resides in the structural fea-
tures, arrangements and combinations of
parts hereinafter deseribed and succinctly
defined in my annexed claims.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein a preferred embodiment of my
vention is illustrated, Figure 1 1s a frag-
mentary view partly in side elevation and
partly m section of my invention. Fig. 218
- front view of the keeper or socket member
and the supporting plate therefor, and I1g. 3
'« g side elevation of sald keeper or socket
member.

In carrying out my invention, I provide 2
bolt, as 1, which may be of any desired con-
struction, the same, as shown, consisting of
a stud, formed integral with a plate 2 which
is bolted, as shown, or otherwise secured i
position. |

Reforence numeral 3 indicates a keeper of
seemental form, rotatably supported on a
face plate 4 and provided with opposite
curved arms 5 which extend downwardly on
opposite sides of the keeper and normally lie
slightly above and to the outer side of 1n-
clined guides 6 of plate 4, provided to guide
bolt 1 into the keeper, whereby bolt 1 in
order to enter keeper 3, must engage ONC of
the arms 5, this obviously depending from
which way the gate or door 1s swung, and 1n
passing over the curved upper face thereof
swing the keeper until the adjacent side edge
theroof lies substantially flush with the upper

is swung from either

e d

' be readily swung by

end portion of the guide 6 on which the bolt
1 is traveling.

1 conjunction with this Jatch mechanism,
I provide an independent means for lifting
the gate as 1t moves 10 & closed position and
holding it in at such an elevation that the
latching device will be relieved of the load
of the gate, this feature being particularly
Jesirsble in connection with heavy gates
which through the wearing of their hinges,
sag, and when closed exert such pressure on
the keeners or socket members as to render
the operation of turning the same to release
the bolts very difficult. This means com-
prises an engaging member 7 in the form of
a pin or projection which, as now considered
'« fxed on the gate, being formed integral
with plate 2, and a bearing member or seat
9 provided on face plate 4 directly over the
keeper, on which engaging member 7 en-
oages when bolt 1 1s encaged in said keeper,
see Figs. 1 and 2. Inclined tracks or guides
10 extend downwardly on opposite sides of
the bearing member or seat 9.

While keeper 3 can be supported tor rota-
tion in any desived manner, 1 have 1llus-
(rated a construction which 1s desirable
owing to its simplicity, the same com HTISING
2 hollow cylindrical member 11 with the for-
ward edge of which keeper o is formed 1n-
teoral, said member 11 being rotatably sup-
ported in a socket, as shown, of face plate 4
and engaging over a stud 12, through which
2 bolt 13, having a washer 14, Or the like 1s
passed to prevent displacement of both the
keeper and the face plate.

(ides 10 consist of the upper edges of
ribs 15 projecting from the outer face of face
plate 4 and the lower edge portions of these
ihs are suitably formed to provide culdes
for bolt 1, which are inclined 1n & relatively
reverse direction to the underlying culdes 6.

In applying my invention, as to & oate Tor
example, face plate 4 1 mounted on the
fence post, indicated at 15/, and plate 2 on
the stile, as 16, of the gate so that bolt 1 will
normally engage in keeper 3 and stud 7 en-
cage on its seat 9, 1. which position bolt 1 1s
held above the underlying portion of the
wall of the keeper, as indicated by broken
lines in Fig. 2, so as to by freeing said keeper
room the load of the gate, enable the same to
the operator who to re-

| lease the gate, grasps one of the arms 5 and
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swings the san _ _
edge of the Keeper lies sunstantially flush
with the upper edge of the

traveis on one of the guides 6, and swings the
keeper 3, as previously described, enters the
keeper and 1s locked thereby, as the latter
swings by gravity back to its normal POSI-
tion.
( moves up to its seat 9 and prevents bolt 1
dropy r nto keeper 3, as hereinbe-
fore set forth. '

The term “gate”

as used 1n my descrip-
C ms 18 mtended to cover doors.
While I have herein shown a form of 1y

invention which is practical and capable of
earrying out the various functions
thereto, I
changes in the details of construction as fall

assigned
reserve the right to make such

within the scope of my annexed claims.
Having thus described
and desire to secure by Iet-
the United States of America,
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and provided with

same upwardly until one iree side

adjacent guide 6. | said keeper.

During closing movement of the gate, bolt 1

my mvention, what

1. A latching device comprising a rota- |
“table keeper, means arranged above said
“keeper provided with a seat, and means SUp-
porting a bolt for engagement in said keeper,

& means adapted to en- |

917,108

‘gage the seat of said first means simulta-

neously with the enfrance of said holt into

30

2. A wwo-way gate lateh comprising a ro-

tatable keeper,

serving as a stop and lock, a
bolt for

engagement 1n said keeper, and

- means for holding said bolt elevated from
- | said keeper. ' : ]
As bolt 1 moves from a guide 6, stud |

5. A two-way gate latch COMpTising a ro-
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tatable keeper, serving as a stop and lock, a

bolt for

the said plate, and means engaging the plate

 for holding the bolt cut of engagement with

the keeper. I - .

4. A two-way gate latch comprising a plate
provided with a seat, a rotatable keeper
mounted on the plate and
and lock, a boit
ond plate
gaging the

engaging the keeper, a sec-
carrying the bolt and means en-

day of November, 1008.

Witnesses:
Frank E. Apams,
Epwarp W. CrEssMAN.

engagement i said keeper, a plate
on wiich the keeper is mounted, a seat on.

Serving as a stop

seat for holding the bolt out of
engagement with the keeper. o
signed at Seattle, ‘Washington, this 24th

RUGENE W. VEST, |
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