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Lo all whom 1t may conecern.:

Be it known that we, THoMAS NEEL, WiL-
LiaM K. Wiprriams, and FREDERICK W.
OwesNry, citizens of the United States of
America, residing at Irondale, in the county
of Jetlerson and State of Ohio, have mvented
certaln new and usetul Improvements m
Mail-Catehing Devices, of which the follow-
ing 1S a specilication, relerence being had
therein to the accompanylﬂﬂ‘ drawing.

This invention relates to mail c&tohing (le-
vices, and the object of our invention 1s to
plowde novel means for catching, eripping
and firmly holding amail bag, thatis delivered
toamallcarin motmn or to araillway station.

Another object of our invention is to pro-
vide a mail catcher that will be positive in
1ts action, lree from njury by ordinary use,
and hwhly eflicient for the purposes for which

the same 1s mtended

Our invention aims to eliminate the danger

te which mail clerks, station masters, and

persons 1 a mail car or at a railway station
have been subjected to, by mail bags being
thrown from fast movmﬂ* trains and by bags
being suddenly thrown  thr ough tlle door
way “of a mail car, In this connection, our
mail catcher also protects a mail bag from
bemng mjured by dispensing with the rougn
lmnahlw of the same.

We attain the above objects by a dewce
that will be presently described in detail and
then specifically claimed.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 1s a
front elevation of our device located at one
side of a railway for recetving mail, Fig. 2 is
an enlargea plan of our device in an open po-
sition, Hig. 3 18 a similar view with the top
plate thereof removed, Fig. 4 is a similar view
llustrating the mail catching device celosed,
Fig. 5 1s a cross Sectional view taken on the
Hig. 6 1s a perspective
view ol one ot the oTIppIng arms, Iig. 7 is a
simtlar view of another of the gripping arms,
and Fig. 8 1s a perspective view of the latch
of the mail catching device.

1o put our invention mto practice, we pro-
vide an oblong casing, comprising a base
plate, side pl&ues 2 and 3, end 1ates 4 and
5 and a top plate 6, all of these plates being
assembled to provide a strong and rigid
structure, although, we would have it undes-
stood in connection with this casing that

r

some of the plates thereof can be made inte- |

away,
- "I'he side plate 3 1s provided with a transverse

oral, for mstance all of said plates, with the
exception of the top plate 6, which can be

sultably secured to the casmg. The side
plate 2 adjacent to the end plate 4 is cut
as at 7, to provide a longitudinal slot.

slot 8, and the confronting faces of the plates
1 and 6 ave provided with transverse OTO0VeS
5 alining with said transverse slot, the object
oﬁ which will presently appear. Tn the cas-
ing 1s arranged a longitudinal partition 10,
extendmo* from the end plate 5 to a pomt
alining with the slot 8 and the orooves 9.
This partition provides two guide-ways 11
and 12, the guide-way 12 being continued
between the side plates 2 and 3 at the outer
end of the casing closed by the plate 4. This
continuation of the guide-way 12, which we
have designated 13 is formed by making the
outer end oi the side- plate 2 a greater
breadth than the remainder of the late

In the guide-ways 11 and 12 are mmnged
two slide bars 14 and 15 respectively. The
slide bar 14 1s provided with a laterally ex-
tending curved gripping arm 16 extending
throug T the front side or slot 7 of the casing.
The base of this arm is provided with a longi-
tudinal opening 17, the purpose of which Wﬂl
presently appear.

Arranged 1n the guide-way 12 is a retract-
ile coil spring 18 having one end thereof
secured to the end plate 5 and the opposite
end thereof secured to the end of the slide
bar 14, as at 19. The slide bar 14, con-
tiguous to the spring fastened end thereof is
provided with a contracted portion 20.

The slide bar 15 is provided with a con-
tracted outer end 21 and adjacent to the
contracted end 1s provided ‘S.?”lth a curved
forked gripping arm 22, Lhe shoulders 23 of
sald arin bearing agamst he side plate 2 and
the front edge of the top plate 6, when said
arm 1s moved. 'This arm 1s &dapted to co-
operate with the arm 16 in gripping a mail
bag, and when said arms are closed, as best
shown 1n Fig. 4, the curved arm 16, extends
through the forked arm 22. -

Arranged within the guide-way 11 1s a
compression spring 24 having one end there-
of held by the end plate 5, while the opposite
end thereof bears directly against the end of
a bar 15.

Slidably mounted in the grooves 9 and the
slot 8 1s a latch 25, having a square opening
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26 formed therein for the contracted end 21
of the bar 15, and a ¥ shaped opening 27 for
the bar 14. ThlS latch is of a greater length

~than the casing and has one end thereof ox-

tending forward between the arms 16 and 22
and e]:ﬁarged as at 28 for two upwardly ex-
tending prongs 29 and 30, the latter being
bifurcated to provide clearance for the arm
16, while the former extends through a
forked arm 22, when sald arms are closed.
The rear end of the lateh 25 is engaged by
a leaf spring 31 secured to the side plate 3.
With the arms 16 and 22 in an open posi-
tion as shown in Ifig. 3, the eoil Sp]f‘lIlgS 18
and 24 are under tension. The bar
which extends through the opening 27 of
the lateh 25 is held in the narrow portion 32

of said opening by the contracted portion 20

of said bar. The contracted end 21 of the
bar 15 1s held against the latch between the
openings 26 and 27 and the spung 31 remains
under tension. Immediatety upon a mail

‘bag striking the prongs 29 and 30, or said

prongs strlkmg a bag, the latch 25 1s foreed
inwardly placing the spring 31 under greater
tension.
contracted portion 20 of the bar 14 1s re-
leased by the narrow portion 32 of the open-
ing 27, :«md said bar 1s free to move 1n said
openmo* The spring 18 which 1s under ten-
sion will immediately draw the bar 14

~ toward the plate 5, causing the arm 16 to
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arms 16 and 22 are manually opened

assume the position illustrated in Ki 1g. 4.
Simultaneously with the release of the bar
14, the bar 15 is released. 'The spring 24
forces the contracted end 21 of the bar 15
through the opening 26 into the opening 17

of the arm 16, causing the arm 22 to em-

brace the pronﬂ’ 29 and the arm 16. The
mail bag will be firmly held between the arm
16 and 22, and to release said mail bag, ﬂ&e

As
soon as the arms reach an open position, the
spring 31 which has been placed under ten-
sion forces the latch 25 outwardly, whereby
the bar 14 will be held by the contracte
portion 20 engaging in the latch and he
contracted end 21 of the bar 15 engaging the
side of the latch.

The case in its entirety can be hinged or
movably connected to a post 33 or the door-
way of a car, and in either position, the cas-
1ng 18 adapted to swing to one side after a
mail bag has been caught.

1i?ixhlle m the drawmws forming a part of

this application there 1s ﬂlustmted the pre-
ferred embodiments of our mvention, we
would have 1t wunderstood that wvarious
changes can be made as to the shape, pro-
port:ton and size ol the structural details

~without departing from the scope of the in-

vention.

As the latch moves mward?y the
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917,108

Having now described our mvention Wha‘t :

we c]mm as new, 18;— -

1. mml catcher embodying a hinged cas-
Ing, said
a, Spring presqed latch arr anged transverqely

of said casing and having one end protruding
therefrom, springs carried by the protruding

end of said latch, said latch having openings
formed therein, a spring presset.l mr %rd%bly
mounted in said casing and extending
through one of the openings of qmd latch

said bar having & conty acted portion fl(hpted' '

to be engaf‘ed by said latch for temporarily

holding qmd bar, a curved arm carried by -

sald bar and protrudmo‘ from said casing, a
qprmo preqqed bar slidably mounted in said
casing and adapted to enter the other of said
openings of said latch, and a curved forked

arm carried by said bar and protruding from-
sald casing and adapted to t,oopem‘te with

the first mentmn@c curved arm for holding a

mail bag when sail
latch

A mail cmchmﬂ device comprising a

llmf**ed casing having a slot formed therem, 2

spn‘:}g press sod latch located tr ansversely of
sald casing, a spring held bar shdably mount-
ed in said’ casing and adapted to be tempo-
rarily held by said latch, a curved arm car-
ried by said bar and e}dendmg through the

slot of said casing, a spring pressed bar shd-

ably mounted in said casing and adapted to
be tempomrlljr hela by“ satd - lateh, a curved

forked arm carried Dy sard barp and extend-

ng through the slot of said casing to coo]l)ef-

to with the first mentioned arm for holdinme

) mn,il bag when released by said latch.
A mail catching device comprising a

casing having a siot f ormed therein, curved

ATINS anans‘red i said casing and e\tendnw

asing having a slot formed therein,

arms are released by b‘le |
- 8H
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through said slot, Spll"[lf}’ actuated bars slid-

ably mounted in said casing and connecting
with the inner ends of said arms, and a

spring pressed latch arranged tmnwelsel} of

said casing for temporarily holding said arms
m an open I}Oblt.‘i(}]l said lateh protmdmﬂ

from sald casing to be struck by a mail bag
to rele%se said Lempomrﬂy held arms.

A mail catching device comprising a
casing, spring actuated curved gripping arms
ar mnged in said casing and protruding there-
from, and a spring prﬂsqed lateh arranged

Lraﬂsverseh of said arms for temporar 11}?‘
holding said arms in an open position.

In testimony whereoi we aflix our siena-
tures in the presence of two witnesse

THOMAS NEKL.
WILLIAM E. WILIIAMS.
FREDERICK W. OWESNEY.
~Witnesses: o |

O. E. KENNEDY,

I.. A. BrAcKk.
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