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- To all whom it may concern: Figure 1 1s a side elevation, partly broken

- Be 1t known that I, Cuaries Scorr | away, of a pocket knife constructed in ac-
~ Kvens, a citizen of the United States, and | cordance with and embodying my inven- 55

a resident of Walden, in the county of | tion, the blade being shown in its open posi-

5 Orange and State of New York, have in- | tion; Fig. 2 is a front edge view of the

- vented certain new and useful Improve- | same; Fig. 8 is a vertical section of the

ments in Pocket-Knives and the Like, of | same on the dotted line 3—3 of Fig. 1; Fig.
which the following is a specification. 4 1s an elevation corresponding with Fig. 1 60

~ The 1mvention relates to improvements in | but showing the knife with one side of the

10 pocket knives and the like, and it consists in | handle omitted therefrom; Fig. 5 is a de-

~ the novel features and structure hereinafter | tached side elevation, partly broken away,
- described, and particularly pointed out in | of the blade; Fig. 6 is a detached face view
- the claims. | of the spring latch; Iio. 7 1s an edge view 65
~_Pocket knives commonly comprise a han- | of the same, and Fig. 8 1s an inner face view
15 dle and a cutting blade or blades pivoted at | of the upper portion of the handle-side
~one or both ends thereof and adapted to be | omitted from Fig. 4 and containing a
~ turned or folded inwardly between the | groove for codperation with the spring latch
- scales or sides of the handle, and in a great | shown in Figs. 6 and 7 and the groove in the 70
~ many Instances the handles are also pro- | tang of the blade illustrated in Fig. 5.
20 vided with other blades, adapted for various In the drawings, 10 designates the handle,
- uses, pivotally secured the same as the cut- | 11 the blade, 12 the pin by which the blade
. ting blades so as to be folded into the handle | is pivotally secured between the sides of the
~~ when not in nse or when the tool as a whole | handle, and 13 the back spring, all said des- 75
- 1s to be carried in a pocket. 1 1gnated features, with the exception of the
26 The object of my invention is to provide | changes therein caused by my invention, be-
~ sumple and ‘eflicient means for locking the | ing of any usual or suitable form and con-
pivoted blades in their open or operative po- | struction. The blade 11 is as usual adapted
- sition and to thereby prevent such blades | to be closed into or between the sides of the 80
- from closing during their use. | handle 10. The blade 11 shown is illus-
- 30 The locking means provided by my inven- | trated as having a cutting edge, whereby
~ tion comprise a spring latch of special char- | said blade becomes known as a knife-blade,
~ acter adapted to automatically lock the | but the features of my invention ave not con-
blade, when the latter reaches its open posi- | fined to the fact that the blade has such cut- 85
- -tion, 1n rigid relation to the handle so that | ting edge since they cotperate with the blade
35 the blade cannot close by accident or care- | and handle regardless of whether the cutting
 less bandling during its use, and in carry- | edge is present or absent or whether the
~1ng out my invention I groove the adjoin- | blade is used for cutting a stick of wood or
1ng faces of the tang or shank of the blade | for providing a hole in a strap or piece of 90
- and the inner side of the handle and secure | belting or for applying or removing a screw
40 a small bar (which constitutes the spring | or doing other work. I therefore use the
lateh) in the groove of one of said members | term blade in this application in a generic
~1n position to at one part automatically en- sense, not meaning to confine the 1nvention
~ter the groove in the other member when the | to the particular cutting-blade shown. IFor 95
 blade 1s opened, said clutch thus becoming | convenience and brevity of presentation, I
45 operatively connected to both members when | illustrate only one blade 11 in the handle 10,
- the blade 1s opened and being confined to the | since the features of my invention would
- groove of one member when the blade is in | simply be duplicated for each additional
~ closed position. ' _ blacde if the handle were shown as having a 100
- The invention will be fully understood | blade or two blades at each end.
650 from the detailled description hereinafter In the preferred form of the invention,
- presented, reference being had to the ac- | which is that illustrated, I provide a groove
~.companying drawings, in which: | 14 1n the face of the tang or shank of the
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blade 11, and within this groove secure, on
the pin 12, the spring latch-bar 15, said
oroove being sufficiently commodious to con-
fain the full length and width of said bar
and wholly house the same when the blade
11 is in its closed position. The bar 15 1s
preferably of spring metal and curved or set
outwardly at its outer end, as at 16, so that
said end wiil normally or when unrestrained
project laterally from the groove 14.

The inner face of the side 17 of the handle

is formed in its end portion with a groove
18 which is of increasing depth or inclined
toward its outer end, and this groove 18 1s
so positioned that when the blade 11 1S
turned to its open position, shown in I1gs.
1, 2, 3 and 4, the outer end 16 of the spring
latch-bar 15 will automatically enter the
same and by its engagement with the side
walls of said oroove 18 lock the blade in 1ts
open position and in rigid relation to the
handle 10, this being the main purpose of
my invention. When the blade 11 1s 1n 1ts
open position the latch-bar 15 is at its mmer
end engaged by the side walls of the groove
14 and at its outer end 16 by the side walls
of the groove 18, and hence said bar at such
time connects the blade and handle and pre-
vents the closing of the blade until the end
16 of the bar is positively pressed 1n a lat-
eral direction from the groove 18 into the
groove 14.

" The groove 14 is of sufficient length to
wholly house the latch-bar 15, and when the
blade 11 is closed into the handle 10, the bar
15 is confined within said groove 14, the m-
ner face of the handle-side 17 serving to re-
strain the outer end 16 of said latch-bar and
keep the same within said groove. When
the blade i1 is opened the outer ends of the
oroove 14 and latch-bar 15 are carried out-
wardly beyond the inner face of the handle-
side 17, as shown in Fig. 3, and the out-
wardly set end 16 of said bar will automatic-
ally enter or snap into the groove 18 and
lock the blade in rigid relation to the han-
dle. When it is desirved to close the blade
11, the user of the tool will press against the
outer exposed face of the end 16 of the bar
15 and thereby force said end from the
oroove 18 and into the groove 14, thus re-
leasing the bar from the handle 10, and
thereupon while said end 16 is held free of
the side edge of the groove 18, said blade
may be readily closed, the pressure of the
thumb on the end 16 being released aiter the
oroove 14 has been carried from alinement
with the groove 18, since thereafter the side
17 of the handle may be relied upon to zorce
said end of the latch bar into its groove 14.
The latch-bar 15 does not interfere with the
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locks said blade against accidental closing

movement after it has been turned to 1its
open hosition. ' D

My invention thus comprises a hancdle, a
blade pivotally secured between the sides
of the end thereof, said blade having 1m the
side of its inner end a groove and the adja-

cent inner side of the handle also having a

oroove, and a spring latch bar fastened m
one of said grooves and adapted at one
end to snap into the other groove when the

blade is opened, for locking said blade 1n

its open position, said latch-bar being pret-
erably of sufficient length to stand exposed
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79

at one end when the blade 1s locked open

so that the user may by pressing with the
enc of the thumb or thumb-nail against

said end move the said bar to its releasing

position and thereupon close the blade.

What T claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters-Patent, 1s:

1. A pocket-tool comprising a handle, a
blade pivotally secured between the sides
of the end thereof, said blade in the side
face of its inner end having a groove and
the adjacent inner side face of the handle
also having a groove, and a spring latch-
bar fastened in one of said grooves and
adapted at one end to enter the other groove
when the blade is opened, said latch-bar
then engaging the side edges of both grooves
and locking the blade in its open position,
and said latch-bar being of suificient length
to stand exposed at one end when the blade
is locked open so that the user may move
the same from its locking position; sub-
stantially as set forth. -

9. A pocket-tool comprising a handle, a
blade pivotally secured between the sides of
the end thereof, said blade in the side face
of its inner end having a groove and the
adjacent inner side face of the handle also

‘Thavine a groove, and a spring latch-bar

fastened in  the groove of said blade and
adapted at one end to enter the handle-
oroove when the blade is opened, said latch-
bar then engaging the side edges of both
orooves and locking the blade in its open
position and said blade-groove being adapt-
od to house said latch-bar when the blade 1s
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folded to its closed position; substantially

as set forth. |
3. A pocket-tool comprising a handle, a
blade pivotally secured between the sides

115

of the end thereof, said blade in the side

face of its inner end having a groove and
the adjacent inner side face of the handle
also having a groove, and a spring latch-
har fastened in the groove of said blade and
adapted at one end to enter the handle-
oroove when the blade is opened, said latch-

opening of the blade 11, but automatically | bar then engaging the side edges of both
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. &Iooveb and lockmﬂ the blade 1n 1ts open Signed at Walden, in the county of
p031t10n and said blade- oroove and latch- Omnoe and State of New York, this 27th
“bar_being of such lennth that when the | day of May A. D. 1908.

blade is opened an end of said bar will OHARLES SCOTT EVENS.
5 project beyond the handle-groove to afford Witnesses:
- means for moving said bar to release the J. P. KiMBaLL,

blade substantlally as set forth. Tuos. R. Mooze.
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