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To all whom it may concern.: o
-~ Be it known that I, Roranp A. WiLsoN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

flexible covering. AR
Relerring to the drawing by numerals, 1

' Ty . " | 1.",:1 I |
| Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Maxch 23, 1909.
Application filed June 13, 1808, Serial No. 438,404, '@ |
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its full distance, and having secured thereto a
SEREEER B N SR SR |

Tamps, in the countyiof Hillsboro and State | indicates a huse provided witli'a slotted bot- 60
5 of Florida, have invented certain new and | tom 2 whim'h]ms..the slats corprising the hot-
~useful Improvements in Collapsible Racks; | ton spaced apart, as clearly seen m g, 2.
and I do hereby declare the following to be a | A pair of cross bracing rods 3 and 4 sre Pro-
full, clear, and exact description of the inven- vi(‘cd for base 1 for preventing any twisting
tion, such as will enable others skilled m the | thereof. Projdeting from base 1 is a pluril- 65
10 art to which 1t appertains to make and use | ity of uprights 5--5 and 6-—6. The u wights
~ the same. ' | - H--5 are comnected by rods 7 and {im"s Or
. This invention relates to im rovements m | stops &, while uprights 6 —6 aro connected by
racks and trucks, and particularly to racks rmlls 9 and bars 10. Connecting the respec-
and trucks having collapsible shelving. | tive uprights 5--5 and 6-—6 are braces ar 70
15 The object in view 1s the provision of a.| cross rods 11 and 12. The braces 11 and 12
- rack either in the form of a stationary rack or | firmly hold the upper end of. uprights 5---5
a truck having collapsible shelves arranged | and 6 —6 in correct position, and prevent any
so-that the same may be successively filled undue’ sagging thereof. Rods 7 and 9 are
and emptied, and during the filling and emp- | adapted to support a plurality of collapsible 76
20 tying of the shelves the shielves not being op- | shelves 13 and bars or rl‘m.r{f; 8 and 10 are
. erated upon being out of the way. used to prevent the m_*ti(ﬁes supported by the

Another object in view is the provision of a respective shelves from falling off the ends
rack having collapsible shelves arranged with | thereof. The respective shelves 13 are pro-

a plurality of slats and flexible means for | vided with a plurality of slats 14 connected 80
25 causing said slats to be spaced a specified dis- | by a flexible member 15 as, for instance, n
tance apart when the shelf is expanded. cord or small flexible cable i order to ppop-

‘A further object of the invention is the | erly space the respective bars 14 wheivthe
provision®of a rack formed with collapsible | shelving has been expanded. Secured to the-
shelves arranged to slide upon bars held by | side slats 14 are fenders or guards-16 and 17 8o

30 the frame of the rack and provided with | that project above slats 14 and prevent the
stops or guards upon each side for preventing | accidental removal of anything placed upon
accidental removal of an article upon the | the shelf. These gunrds, together with
shelving. | guards 8 and 10 will effectually prevent any

A still further object in view is the provi- | accidental removal from tlie shelf in either 90

356 sion of a collapsible shelf arranged with a | direction. Each of the slats or bars 14 s
Hexible covering that collapses with the shelfl | provided with anapertureineach encithroueh
and expands with the saine whereby a small { which the respective rods 7 angd 9 DRSS, 88
article may be placed upon the shelving ':u]c.a.rly scen e Fig. 1, for supporting the
“without any danger of the same falling there- | shelf in position.  The euntrds 16 and 17 95

40 through. . ! ' preferably-fall short of the ends of slats Id

With these and other objects in view the | so as to fit in between tlhe respective ofy-
imvention comprises certain novel construe- | vights 5--5 and 6---6.
tions, combinations, and arrangement of paris | Positioned upon each of the shelves 13 is a
a8 will be hereinafter more fully deseribed | flaxible covering 18 that may be nwde from 100

45 and claimed. | canvas, wire netting, or othor flexible mate-

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1 @ | vial.  The covering 18 is preferably secured
& perspective view of a rack embodying the | to the side of the shelving us ut 19 and 20
features of the present invention, and show- { though il Jesired the sanie may be simply
g certain of the shelves eollapsed and othersy laced loosely upon the shelves. 1t will also 105

50 expanded. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a | 119. evident that the covering may be removed -
framework forming part of the present in- | asshown in Fig. 1 and the ghelves used.to ad-.
vention. Fig.’3 is a cross section through vantage when the articles placed thereon are.
‘one of the collapsible shelves, the same being | of considerable size, as E)r- mstance cigar
shown partially expanded or extended. Ifig. | boxes. 110

‘86 4 18 & cross sectional view through a collapsi-

_ | The rack 1s adapted to be used as a sta-
ble shelf similar to Iig., 3, but extended for

| tionary holder or rack or may be mounted
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upon wheels and be used as a truck, the | to slide the boxes in to their respective

rack feature being the 1mportant part.

Whether used as a stationary rack or as a
When 1t 15

truck the operation is the same.
desired to fill the rack with any desired «r-
ticle, as for instance, tobacco boxes that have
just been pasted for dl'l}fing' all of the shelves
are pushed back or co

placed upon the slats or bottom 2 until the
same is covered. The first shelf from the bot-

erly expanded and then is filled with boxes.
After the second shelf hes been filled the

third shelf is pulled out and filled, and so on .}

until the entive rack has been filled. In re-
11‘1oving-_i the boxes or other articles placed
upon the shelves the procedure is reversed,
and the boxes are {irst taken off the top shell
snd that shelf collapsed, and then the boxes
renioved fromn the second shelf and that is
collapsed. - The bhoxes of the sucteeding
shelves are removed and the respective

" shelves E‘:O"HESE(I in succession until all the

1%y
W |

30

39

boxes have been removed from the entire
rack. 'This is very convenient as 1t 1s no
necessary to stoop down and place the boxes
bencath the shelf, but the same may always
be placed upon the top of the shelf und there
are no shelves on to
pulled out or expanded. By this arrange-
ment of collapsible shelving the.rack has the
appearance of being loaded from the top
slll)elf at all times. Another advantage se-
cured is that the shelves may be placed close
together and yet the boxes inserted and re-
moved freely without any inconvenience,
which would not be true if the shelving was
stationary and the operator was compelled

lapsed and the boxes :

of the shelf that is.
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places.

What 1 claim is: |

1. In o rack, a framework, a plurality of
collupsible shelves arranged i tiers, bars
secured to sald framework for supporting
sald shelves, guards arranged on the end
of sald shelves, and movable means mounted
on each of said shelves for preventmyg the

T'he aceidental removal of articles therefron.
tom is then pulled out until the same 1s prop-

2, In a rack, & frameworl, a plarality of
independent contractible shelves arranged

1n tiers in said framework, means for sup-

!

porting said shelves, a movable guard ar-
ranged on each side of each of satd shelves,
and a stationary guard securcd to said frame-
work at each end of each shelf. o |

3. In a rack for supporting packages, a
framework, and a plurality of collapsible
shelves, each of said shelves bemng fermed
with a plurality of bars, means for connect-
ing the same, and means for preventing an
article placed thercon from being acciden-
tallv removed. .

4, In a rack for supporting articles, a
frame, and a collapsible shelf, said collapsible
shelf tomprising a plurality of supportin
bars, a flexible member connecting each o
said bars, and permitting the same to be
'paced' apart, and means mounted on each
side of said shelf for preventing the acei-
dental removal of articles placed thereon:.

In testimony whereof 1 afhix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. o
L ROLAND A. WILSON.

" Witnesses: | -
Henry L. EmMaN,
Max Aprrzsch.
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