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To all whom it may concern:

- Beit kmown that 1, Sipnxey K, FLORSIIEIM,

-Cago,

~a citizen of the United States, residing at (hi-
in the county of Cook and State ot THi-

nois, have-invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Number-Displaying De-

vices, of which the following is a spectiica-

{100,

10

In .mostinuriicip&litie;a and other districts
automobiles are required to carry license

numbers conspicuously displayed on the

" rear of the machine, for purposes of identifi-
. cation, and hitherto 1t has been the custom-

ary practice to-hang
suttable portion

such number plates to a
of the framework of the ma-

chine and below the rear lights, the idea be-

~ing to ylisplay the number in such a manner
- that it can De distinguished from the rear,

- 20

which is particularly important in cases ol

accident or violation -of the speed laws, 1n
- order to permit proper identification. lox-

. 25

perience has shown that the numbers so dis-

layed are usually indistinguishable at night

‘for the reason that the light from the rear
lanterns does not shine distinctly on the
numhe-r_ -plﬂte, VEery frequently merely SCIV-

“ingto dazzle the eyes of an observer, so that

30

fitted to the rear lantern that the hig

identification is impossible.

"The object of the present invention 1s to
provide an illuminating number Flate SO
1t there-

- fromwill bring out the numbersor other indi-

'35

cating characters with such distinctness as to
render identification easy and certaim.
A further object of the mnvention 1s to €0

- ¢combine the number plate with the lantern

40 |

that an easy and convenient mounting witl

obviating the necessity
tional attaching means for the number plate.

be provided for the number plate, therveby
for-providing addi-

A further object of the invention 1s to so

-~ direct the light from the lantern that it will

45

5 which permits the number to be ¢
- guished at a'very much greater distance than

'+ 18 ordinarily possible under present condi-

clearly illuminate t he number plate without
tending to dazzle the eyes of the observer,
distin-

Ctions., o .
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tion of parts hereinafter described and

 Further objects wili appear from a detailed

‘description of the mnvention, which consists

in the features of construction and cembina-

. claimed.

tially wedge shape Tormation
Gide and curved on its rear side.

In the drawines, Figure 1 is a front eleva-

o

tion of an automobils lantern, with the indi- 5!

eating device attached thereto; Fig. 2 a jop
or plan view of the same; :I1g. 3 an inside end
elovation of the indicating device; and 1fg.
4 an outside end elevation of the same.

" The inventionis applied to an sutomobile
lantern 5 of any usual and well known type,
having a danger light 6, preferably red, which

is intended to be displayed to the rear of the

machine. The lantern is provided with a
door frame 7, which is formed to have a bead
or lange 8 around its inner edge, which frame
is preferably secured to the lantern by means
of a hinge 9 of the usual character.

The indicating device is in the form of a

casing 10, the rear side of which 1x of sub-
stantially semi-cylindrical formation at its
rear end 11, and extends

diagonally forward
therefrom . toward its outer end 12, which
outer end is of substantially flat formation,
oiving the casing a straight outer edge 13,
which edge is in substantial ahnement with
the front sidé of the lantern, as shown in Iig.
9. TIn speaking of front and rear, 1t will be

understood that these terms have reference

to the display side of the indicating device.
and not to the position of the lantern as re-

eards the automobile upon which it will
ordinarily be carvied. The curved rear side
of the casing merges into substantially flat
top and bottom walls 14 and 15 respectively,
civing to the casing, as & whole, a substan-
flat on its front
The front
side of the casing, which is preferably com-
posed of a shiny metal, like tm, is open to re-

o
|
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ceive a number plate 15* which 1s pref{}mbl{ .

in the form of a glass plate opaqued by blac

paint or similar opaquing substance, except
s to the numbers 16, or other indicating
characters, at which points the glass Is left
clear. Obviously, a plate of metal or similar

‘material having the numbers or characters

cut therein, could be employed in place of -a
olass plate, although the glass

for the remson that it prevents the ingress of

mud, dirt or dust into the interior of the
casing. The indicating plate 1s held m po-

sition on its top, bottom and end edges by
guideways 17, which are
formed on or secured to the casing around
| the top, bottom and outer end thereof,

means of flanged

05

is preferable
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hitherto {leauli)ed for Pll“'lit SCrVice,
tended to seive Lo rlr-ﬂi;-la“" the lie emo nimber |

) - 918,13

mitting the indicating plate to be slipped in
from the inner end of the ca asing adjacent the
lantern. -

The 1nner end of the casing 1s provided
with a flat end wall 18, swhich is cut away to
provide a circuiar opening 19 of & size to per-

mit the circular door frame 7 to be entered

thereinto, and the casing, as a whole, 1s
clamped onto the lantern b} means of spring
clips 20 which are adapted to be sprung over
the flange 8 of the door frame, thereby
tightly clamping the casing onto the lanfern.
The lantemm 1s provided on its rear side with

a socket 21 of the usual character; which i 13

adapted to be shinped onto a suitable by *u?lu_i
not shown, on the automobile. -
In use, the lantern will be lighted #and
mounted in the usual manner, and the, Fays
of the lantern will shine out t]n ough the door
and direct agaimst the curv ed inner surface
of the casing, which is brightened or muir-

rored to serve as a reflector, and which, being

set at an angle with rezst}ect to the pm;;(,ctmﬂ
of the rays of light, wi Ul reflect the light out
through the transparent portions of the num-

ber plate, thereby serving to clearly bring

out the numbers or other mdieating char
acters thereon. The tapered formation of

the casing is one which serves to reflect most

of the light direeted mnto the casmg, so that

the numbers will be brought cut with great
distinctness, and will be visible at a ver y con-
sidersble distance. The device is one swhich
can be very eastly fastened ml‘w Or mmowd
from & lamp of the ordinary chavae ter, Al
which does not interfere w lﬂ] the use of the
lamp i any way. The casing being elainped
onto the door, can be (Tll”:[‘-!}l{ld and closed
therewith, or entirely removed therefrom as
oceasion may recuire; and the casing is s0
arranged that tiie number plate can be casily
removed for cleaning or substitution. Al-

though the inv ention has been described for |

use 1n connection with automobiles, it is ob-
vious that it can be uw(l on other whl(le
or in places where 1t is desired to dlhplﬂuV
numbers or other indicating characters
Although the indicating Ll{‘ ﬂw hias lwen
it s in-

of the automobile (luum the day tune, so
that 1t will not be necessary to provide ad-
ditional number plates or other indicating
devices. For d*l\ service, m oorder to secure
the best results, it is flv-,lmble to provide a -
thin white baflmw plate 22, which 1s of a
size and shape w hich adapts it to be slipped
into the frmdumy behind t]w number plate,
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R e B B e B Bk el e e y— e —— — g — e ——— Y e M L

Trom the lanfern, the cas

i which position 1t wili
transharent portions of the mimber plate,
Lheleln showing such portions of the platein

their distinet contrast Wlth the opaque por-
tions of the plate and serving to bring out the
Indileating numbers wn:h U'lf;‘::'ﬂ‘t distimctness.

It 15 not. intended hmx*e-**er to timit the m-

vention to use with such a backing plate,
since the refiecting surface behind thie num-
ber 111&1:0 will show through the transparvent

poftions of the number pL‘ate with consider-

able distinctness.  In speaking of transpar-

!

‘ent portions, 1t is not intended to hmit the
transparency ol tue

invention to complete

sinow through the

79

olass, since 1t may be desirable to render the -

1

olass only semi-tr: ansparent, as by rosting ov
similar means. | - B

What I regard as new and desive to secure
by Letters Patent 1s: .

1. in combination with o lan Lerr, nnn-
per displaying device comprising a casing
having an inner end swall open to receive tho
door frame of the lante o, and further com-

30 -

Prising a rear wall ﬁ‘if_{‘I‘*fllﬂ“ ()mi-“;I’tlt. with

mapect to the projection of the v of Heht
o being open at its
front side, and. a 1’11,[1111)(‘ plate removably
mountec within the front side of the casing,
substantially as described.

2. In combination with o lantern, a nun-
ber displaying device f,,ompimnﬂ A casing
having an mnner end wall open to receive the
door frame of the lantern, and further com-
prising a rear wall e\t{‘ﬂthllé’ 0 blig juely with
respect to the projection of the rays oi light
from the lantern, the casing beingopen at its
front side, and = number plale :.-;_*wf,-m};hf
mounted within the front side of the Casing,
and Iymg in a plane substantinlly paratled
with the projection of the rayve of hight, sun-
at{mtmlly as described.

. In combination with a lantern, a num-
'f)u di splayimg device comprising a ¢
brovided with an inner ehd wall having an
soening of a size to receive the door franie of
{he Lmtem the casing h.;rfnw a rear wall
rounded at its inner end and at at its cuter
ond and projecting -:Jbiiqufly w'im respect {o
the door Trame, sald rounded wall merging
mto flat top and bottom walls, the casing
being open at 1is {roni side, channel o e-
ways on the front open side of the casing, nnd
a numper plate removably entered within the
culdeways, substantially as desceribed.

SIDNEY K. FLORSHIIIAL.

Witnesses:
- WALKER lj-..-www
Pwnwx W Jn\\qnn.
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