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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEONARD J. POWERS,
a citizen of the United States of America,
and & resident of Waterloo, Blackhawk |
county, Iowa, have invented certain new.
and useful Improvements in Broom-Hold-
“ers, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements for |
holding or supporting brooms and other ob-
jects, and the object of my Improvement is.
~ to furnish means for this purpose which co- |
operate with the object held by reason of the
oravity of the latter to support such object
- securely, such means furthermore being so ar-
ranged and adapted asto permit of the ready
-~ withdrawal of such object when the latter 1s
elevated, without the necessity for manually
operating or grasping the former otherwise.
This object I have accomplished by the
means which are hereinafter fully described
‘and claimed, and which are illustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my broom-

holder, with its clutches depicted in full |

lines in the grasping position, and in dotted

lines in the released position. Fig. 2 1s an-
- other side elevation of such device, showing
its clutches supporting a broom - handle.
Fig. 3 is a front elevation of such device.
Fig. 4 is a perspective of the base-plate and
its bearings. Iig. 5 is a perspective of the
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upper clutch, and Fig. 6 is a perspective of
‘the lower clutch in. detaad.

~ Similar letters refer to similar
throughout the several views. =~

- T am aware that devices have been here-
tofore contrived to hold brooms and similar
~articles in suspension but such devices have
been so constructed that it has not been pos-

sible to release or to place the object held by
the use of one hand only, when the other
“hand of the operator is required for other
purposes. In these devices, one hand has
been required to hold the object while the
other hand was necessary to disengage the
clutches of the holder.. In my improved de-
~ vice, but one hand is used or necessary, and
neither hand of the operator is required to
‘manipulate or touch the holder.

- - . .

My device has a backing or -ﬂb'a;se—'plaﬁél: a

formed of a single flat piece of metal with a
~central H-shaped cut. The lipped portions.
thus formed are pressed out at right angles
- on one side to form parallel brackets or bear-

55 ing-plates b and [ transversely orificed in line

ll

~ The upper clutch is formed of a single
| piece of metal, having one end scrolled to
‘1close the upper bearing-pin f, as shown at
0 in Fig. 5. 'Lhis clutch ¢ has a narrow rec-
tangular longitudinal slot 7, and the outer
‘end of the clutch is bent downward, with its

| of the upper clutch ¢.
parts | ¥When assemblec .
| clutches is to fall under the influence of

‘suspended from na

“tact-edge e.

“claim as

j"_th_'e'-; I&ﬁ.t_él"? ez.tendmg .-lioriztmtally' across the
rectangular space between the said brackets.

The plate a has orifices k, whereby it may be

surtace. =~

extreme end then bent inward to form a con-

_ The lower clutch & has its _inne.f end scrolled
at p to pivot on the lowermost bearing-pin g,

through said slot. As shown in Kig. 1, the

angle of bend of the clutch d is made rather
acute in order to provide an opposing con-
tact-edge at such angle for the contact-edge e

~ When “assembled, the tendency of the

ils secured to any vertical

resent a T-shaped
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‘while the outer portion of such clutch 1s bent
upward. The extreme outer end of the
clutch d 1s cut away to
| terminal, the horizontal lugs of such termi-
| nal being passed through the slot » in the
i cluteh ¢, before pivoting said lower clutch on
| the pin g, so that the lugs will, when the
lower clutch is assembled with the pm ¢, be
prevented from returning through such slot,
| although the narrower neck of such terminal
may freely play within and along the slot.
| The shoulders n of the terminal h also re-
strict the clutch d from passing upward
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gravity to the position indicated by the full

handle of a broom m or other object 1s mtro-

duced or pushed upward between the con- 95

_ta;ct'-edges_ aforesaid of said clutches ¢ and d,

“as shown in Fig. 2, and then released, the
| weight of the object m draws down said

clutches so that their contact-edges firmly

‘grasp the object and hold 1t securely. sus-
pended. It will now be obvious that in case
‘the operator wishes to detach such object m,
‘the only action necessary will be to shightly
‘elevate the object with one hand and then
| withdraw it from between said clutches side-
wise, when it becomes detached entirely
therefrom without any other manipulation
or. &gll}?énecéssity “for touching the clutches
eandd o

" Having desecribed my invention, what I

~ for the reception of the bearing pins f and g, | Patent, is:
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1. A broom-holder, consisting of a wall-
plate adapted for suspension from some _
ixed support, upper and under clutch-meni- |
bers pivoted one above the other from said

5 wall-plate, the said upper member slotted
and its terminal then bent downward and
then inward, the free end of the lower mem- |
ber being bent upward acutely toward the
said upper member with its terminal adapted

10 to slide in and be restricted within said slot,
the acute angle of the lower and the mwardly
bent end of theuppermember forming clamp- !
mg-jaws which are separable when moved !
upward to permit the release sidewise from

15 between them of a contained object.

- INg-pin ¢

915,886

2. A broom-holder, consisting of a base-
plate a, supplied with bearine-brackets b,
bearing pins f and ¢ in said brackets, a cluteh
¢ pivoted on the bearing-pin £, and supplied
with a slot 4, a clutch d prvoted on the bear- 20
and having a lug-bearing terminal
h adapted to be slidable m the slot 1, and
prevented from escaping by its lugs. |

Signed at Waterloo, Towa, this 9th day of
April, 1908.

LIEGNARD J. POWERS.

Withesses:
Q. D. Youxg,
(. C. KENNEDY.
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