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To all whom t may concern:

Be it known that I, JaAMEs R. l.OCKE, a

citizen of the United States, residing at
Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and
= State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Wire Stretch-
ers; and I do declare the following to be &
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled 1n
10 the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same.
My invention relates to wire stretchers,

and particularly to that type which stretch !
' opening between the members 5 and 6, as

shown in Fig. 2 in which the connection of ;

single strands.

15 he object of the invention is to provide a
simple, ¢ e'&ﬁl and efficient device of this
character, whie
dled, and which will be rapid and thorough
in its operation.

20 With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features

of construction, combination and arrange- |

ment of parts, as will be more fully described

and particularly pointed out in the appended
25 claim. -

is a side elevation of the device, Fig. 2 15 a

top plan view thereof, Fig. 3 is an elevation

of the wire ratchet removed from the wrench.
30 Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of

the wrench with the ratchet removed, and

Fi% 5 is a top plan view of the ratchet.
will first describe the structure and pur-
pose of the ratchet and then proceed to de-

35 scribe the structure and operation of the |

wrench in connection therewith.

The ratchet consists of a’circular disk 1,
having its edge cut away to form teeth 2,
which are curved up approximately vertical.

40 The center of the disk is apertured at 3 and
partially surrounding the aperture is a split
collar 4, in two circular parts 5 and 6. This
ratchet is adapted to be engaged with the

wire by passing the wire through the opening |
+5 between the two upstanding parts 5 and 6 ;

of the collar 4 and operating the ratchet 1n a
direction opposite to the direction of exten-
sion of the teeth. When the wire has at-
tained a sufficient degree of tightness it 1s

50 slipped between the notches formed by the

teeth and held in such position.

In order to accomplish the result just de-
scribed for the ratchet 1 1 provide a novel
‘wrench which forms a part of the device.

55 This wrench comprises a base plate 7 to

h may be conveniently han- |

' which is secured an operating lever 8, of

any desired construction. Extending trans-
versely from the base plate is a circular
lug 9, having a longitudinally extending ear
or rib on either side thereof, which 1s
shouldered at 11, so as to make the diameter
of the lug and the ear to correspond with the
circumference of the split collar 4. The en-
larged part of the ear below the shoulder 11
enters an extension of the aperture 3 formed

in the ratchet, and the lug 1s slotted trans-
versely at 12 so that when in position m the

collar the slot extends diagonally across the

the wrench with the ratchet may be plainly
seen.

In the operation of the device the lug is
inserted in the aperture between the mem-
bers 5 and 6 of the ratchet with the fence
wire seated in the slot 12 and between the
members 5 and 6. The wrench is now turned
so as to wrap the wire around the collar
and the lug, and when sufficient tightness

' has been obtained the wire is engaged with

In the accompﬁnymﬁ drawings, Figure 1 | one of the claw-shaped teeth of the ratchet
t

so as to hold the device in position thereon.
The lever may then be withdrawn and if 1t 18
desired to remove the ratchet from the fence,
the loop thus formed may be wrapped and
the ratchet removed by disengaging the teeth
from the wire and slipping the loop off the
collar. As the ratchets are not expensive it
is best to leave them on so that the wire can
be tichtened at any subsequent time.

From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,

the construction and operation of the mven-
tion will be readily understood without re-

' quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention as defined in the appended
claim.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent 18:— _

A wire stretcher comprising a flat disk
having an upturned toothed peripheral edge,

' a centrally split tubular hub integral with

and extending upwardly from the base and
means for operating said disk which com-
prises a lever, a plate secured to said lever,
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a_split plug extending upwardly from said my hand in ppesence of two subseribing
plate, a pair of lugs extendmg from diametrie- | witnesses.
ally opposite sides of said plug to engage the

dmk together with longitudinal ribs on said ‘ JAMES R. LOCKE.
5 plug, one on each half to engage the edges | Witnesses: .
of said split hub. ' ; Iva M. Dickmax,
In testimony whereof T have hereunto set ALLEN C. McDonaLb,
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