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1o all whom it may concern;:
Be 1t known that I, Oscar O. AYRES, a
citizen of the United States. residing at Ola-

the, in the county of Johnson, State of Kan- |

sas, have invented certain new and useful
improvements in Mail-Bag Catchers; and I

do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the mvention,

~ such as will enable others skilled in the art
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to which it appertains to make and use the
same. "
The present invention relates
ments 1 mail-bag catchers, and more par-
ticularly to a catcher desiomed for attach-
ment to a mail car and for use in connection
with a station-located receiving and deliver-
mg apparatus of the type shown and de-
scribed in my prior ap{aﬁcation, hereinafter

to 1mprove-

1dentified, of which application, this case is a

division, the principal object of this inven-
tion being the 1S]
simple, inexpensive and efficient catcher ar-
ranged for attachment to the car in such a
anner as to permit of its reversal and oper-
atfon irrespective of the dirvection in which
the car is traveling. | -
Briefly described, the catcher is in the
form of a vertical plate pivoted at one end to
the frame of the car door and provided with
a horizontal shelf upon which the bag is
adapted to rest _
apparatus located at the receiving station,
sald plate having its upper and lower edges
bent laterally into the form of triangular
wings whose forward sides are notched, so as
to cooperate with the adjacent end of the
plate in producing an arm adapted to re-

- move the bag from the above-mentioned sta-
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designated by the

tal plane.

tion-located apparatus.

Lhe preferred embodiment of the inven-
trion is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which corresponding parts are
same reference numerals
throughout both views. _

Of the said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the improved catcher. I 1g. 2 1S
a horizontal section taken on the line 2—2 of
e 1. _ '

The catcher, as shown, comprises a verti-
cal plate 1 designed to be pivoted at one end
to the adjacent side of the frame of the car
door, such arrangement pernntting pivotal
movement of the catcher bodily in a horizon-

provision of an exceedingly

prior to its removal by the

The upper and lower edges of the |

.

| plate are bent laterally to form horizontal
triangular wings 2 which project toward the

interior of the car, the mner edge of each
wing being provided with a bead 3 adapted
to recetve a rod 4 which projects
same at 1ts forward end, as shown, and forms
a stop which 1s designed to contact with the

- Oﬁ)posite side of the door frame, thus limiting
the

outward movement of the catcher, and
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disposing the plate 1 at an acute angle to the

plane of the car side, as will be apparent.

The outer face of the plate 1 has secured

thereto between its upper and lower edges in
in any preferred manner, a horizontal trian-
gular shelf 5, whose width is greatest at its
rear end. = This shelf is adapted to support
the mail-bag to be removed by the catcher
(mot shown) at the receiving station, the
ring carried by the bag at one end thereof be-
ing held in position for engagement by the
catcher hook by means of a spring strap 6 se-

cured at its outer end to each wing and hav-

ing its inner end bent outwardly. There are,

as stated, two of such straps, one or the

other of which is utilized, ‘according to the
direction in which the car is traveling, the
pivotal connection between the plate and
door frame being such that said plate may be

removed from one side thereof, reversed, and
subsequently attached to the other. side.

The forward edge of each of the wings 2
1s provided with an inwardly - extending
V-shaped notch 7, the forward edge of the
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plate codperating with the adjacent portions

of said wings to form a torwardly-extending
vertical shoulder 8 which is thus spaced
away from the rear walls of the notches 7
and 1s adapted to remove the bag from the

the receiving station, the mail-bag resting
upon the shelf 5 will be removed by the
catcher located at the station, while the
shoulder 8 will remove from the crane arms,

The apparatus located at the recerving sta-

‘the bag to be delivered to the train.

tion, inasmuch as it forms the subject of a

separate application filed March 27, 1908,

Serial Number 423,685, of Which_;applica,tion_

this case is a division.
. - #l®
_What is claimed’is: _
& 1. AZmail-bag catcher, comprising a
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crane at the receiving station as the train
passes thereby. It will therefore be obvi-
ous that during the passage of the train past
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tion, has not been illustrated in this applica-
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carried thereby; and a depending strap se-
cured to said plate and provided with an out-
turned lower end, for positioning the ring of a
mail-bag disposed upon. sald shelt.

2. A mail-bag catcher, comprising a

said plate at an angle to the plane of its sup-

cured to said plate and having its lower end
outbent, to position the ring of a mail-bag
disposed upon said shelf.

3. A mail-bag catcher, comprising a verti-
cal plate pivoted at one of its side edges and

provided at its top and bottom edges with |

rearwardly-projecting horizontal wings, each
of said wings having its forward edges
notched, to cooperate with the other side

edge of said plate in forming a bag-removing.

swinging plate; a 1atera,11jr—pr0jecting shelf |
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edges with inwardly - extending triangular
horizontal wings, the forward edge of each
wing being provided with-an inwardly-di-
rected V-shaped notch, to cooperate with the

| forward edge of said plate in forming a bag-
‘removing arm.

swinging vertical plate provided at 1ts upper | |
and lower edges with inwardly directed tri- cularly-disposed vertical plate pivoted at 1ts
angular wings, to effect the disposition of

5. A mail-bag catcher, comprising an an-

rear edge for swinging movement in a hori-

. | - zontal %ﬂane, and provided at its top and bot-
port; a horizontal shelf secured to the outer ;
face of said plate; and a depending strap se- |

tom edges with inwardly-extending horizon-
tal triangular wings, the forward edge of
each wing having an inwardly - extending
V-shaped notch formed therein, to codperate
with the forward edge of said plate mn form-
ing a bag-removing arm; and a laterally-pro-
jecting horizontal shelf secured to the outer
face of said plate and disposed longitudinally
thereof. - .

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

OSCAR O. AYRES.
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arm. . | -
4. A mail-bag catcher, comprising an an- . Witnesses:
. oularly-disposed vertical plate pivoted at its C. V. Frzy,

rear edge and provided at its top and bottom | Daisy RHOADES.
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