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To all whom it may concern.:

*  Beit known that I, Jouk J. CLARK, citizen

of the United States, residing at Sagola, n

- .the county of Dickinson and State of Michi-
5 gan, have invented certain new and useful
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Improvements in Bank-Checks, Money-Or-
ders, and the Like, of which the following is a
specification. - | - |

| . ’ : - . ! .
My present invention relates to improve-

ments in checks, drafts, money-orders and
other devices which may be madeé payable

for or to represent different values or amounts

of money, and 1t has for its object primarily

- to provide a device of this character having
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rows of numerals corresponding to the differ-

ent values which the device may be made to
represent, a Eortion of the check orother de-
vice, prefera

ed to be torn from the body whereby the
highest numerals of the several rows serve to

indicate, without possibility of fraudulent

alteration, the exact amount répresented.on

the body of the device.
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" Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved device of the general char-

“acter set forth above, which comprises a body

whereon 1s represented the amount and
which. contains the signature and other ap-
propriate data as usual and a stub on tE@
check which is adapted to be torn from the

 body, the rows of value indicating numerals

k)

“for which the body was issued. -

which are printed upon ghe device as to be
partly contained on the body and partly on
the stub, being arranged in primary and sec-

ondary rows, one row serving to indicate |

upon the body the amount for which the same
was originally issued, and the other row in-
dicating upen the stub or check the amount

One embodiment is shown in the accom-
panying drawing wherein the invention is ap-
plied to a check, but it will be understpod
that the invention is not limited in this re-
spect as it 1s capable of use generally in con-
nection with devices of various kinds that
are capable of denoting values. |
- In the present instance the check com-
prises a body 1 and a stub 2 which are prefer-
ably made as usual of a sheet of paper of ap-
propriate dimensions, the body being usually

printed as a blank and filled out for the

amount for which the check is payable and it
i1s signed. The stub.is arranged at one edge
of the sheet, preferably at one end as shown,
and 1t may contain a blank form to receive

appropriate data with reference to the body |

ly oneend thereof being adapt-
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from which it i1s torn, such for instance as the

number and the amount thereof, and the par-

ties to whom and for whom it was made.

- The line on. which the stub is separated :

from the body is preferably utilized to indi-

cate on the row or rows of numerals the
amount represented on the body which is
usually negotiated and in‘the present instance
ai.row of numerals is shown consisting of &
nhmeral section 3 which extends lengthwise
inwardly across pertions of thestub and body,
g numeral section 4 which extends trans-
versely of the strip, a numeral section 5
which also extends preferably lengthwise of

-the strip or parallel to the numeral section 3

and numeral section 6 which extends trans-
versely of the strip and parallel to the section
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4, the sections of numerals however ‘consti-

| tuting in effect & continuous row although

certain ones are arranged in angular relation
to others. ' B
The numerals of the section 3 are arranged
preferably progressively in a direction from
the apex of the angle formed between this
section of the row and the next adjacent row
thereof and designate amounts in dollars for

instance, varying by tens or any other ap-
| propriate progression, while the numerals 1n

the section 4 vary progressively from. said
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apex preferably by single units correspofid- - -

g to dollars.
5 and 6 vary in a similar manner, these nu-
merals corresponding however to the cents
portion of an amount. |

In the present instance the stub is adapted =

to be torn from the body portion of the in-
strument 1n order to serve as a counter part

| or check thereon, and in order that the stub

may Indicate positively the amount for

which the body portion of the instrument

The numerals in the sections

was 1ssued, a secondary row of numerals is

provided which preferably extends parallel

to the primary row;the rows being dupli-
cates except that the numerals of the second-

ary row are arranged opposite to the next
- lower numerals in vdlud of the primary row.
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In issuing devices of this character made

in accordance with my invention, the body

portion is filled out as usual. In the present
imstance, a check is shown drawn for $67.58,
and 1 1ssuing the check the stub is torn from
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the body on the dotted line 7—7 as shown.

This line of severance intersects the section

-of numerals 3 so as to leave the numeral 60 of

the primary row as the highest one in this

section, and in the same manner it intersects
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the sections 4, 5 and 6 leaving the numerals
7, 50 and 8 as-the highest numerals in these
sections. = By predetermined interpretation,
the amount indicated on the margin
body indicates the same amount as that des-
ignated in the body. On the stub the low-
est remaining numerals in the sections 3 and 4
are 60 and 7 in the secondary row, and the

lowest remaining numerals in the sections 5
and 6 are 50 and 8, so that by proper inter-

dp on the sev-
stub corresponds with

pretation the amount indicate
ered margin of the L
that designated in the body portion which has
been severed therefrom. =~ ' o

An instrument made in accordance with
my invention provides effective means for

preventing fraudilent alteration of the
amount designated in the body thereof, as

all numerals having values greater than that

designated in the body are removed and

hence it will be impossible to raise the
amount without exposing the fraud. x

It will be understood that while T have
herein shown one specific embodiment of my
invention, this is susceptible to changes and
modifications without departing from the
spirit of my invention, and I desire it to be
understood that the expression ‘‘single zig-
zag row” 1n the claim is intended to cover
the primary value designating characters
either with or without the sub-characters
which indicate on the stub the amount for

~ which the instrument is drawn. -.
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Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim is:— B

A device of the character desc'ﬁbed, having .

of the

| Z1Z-Za2 TOW.

an angular row of value-designating charac- |
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ters adapted to indicate on the marein of the"

device when torn from its stub the amount
for which it is drawn™comprising a row of
value-designating characters extending lon-
gitudinally. of the device, the values decreas-
ing uniformly from left to richt, a second

i row .of value-designating characters of the

same denomination 'as the said - first row,
commencing with its lowest value at that end
of the first row having the smeallest value and
extending therefrom transversely of said

third row of value-designating characters
commencing at' that end of the second of the
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first row in reguldrly increasing values, a -
50

above mentioned rows having the highest -

value and extending in-a direction longitudi-

nally of said device, the characters of the

sald third row decreasing uniformly in value

oD

from the second row to the end-of the third
row, and of a diferent denomination from

said first and second rows, and a fourth row
of value-designating characters of the same
denomination as the third row, commencing

at that end of the third row having the low-

est value and extending transversely there-
of, the characters of the fourth row uniform] v
increasing in value from the lowest value
at the end adjacent the third row to the
highest value at its opposite end, the said
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tour rows being arranged to form a single

In testimony whereof I"affix my Sigliatu_re

| 1n presence of two witnesses.

JOHN J. CLARK. -
- Witnesses: |

WiLriam Smay,
CuAs. Frooxk, |
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