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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Caarres H. LANNERT,
a citizen of the United States, vesiding at

Springfield, in the county of Clark and State

5 of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Casket-Trucks, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying

“drawings. _

This mvention relates to casket trucks,
and the object of the same is to provide a
double folding truck which can be felded
into a small, compact body and which,
when in its extended position, will be well
15 braced and will be of a strong, durable con-

struction; and further, to provide such a

truck which will be neat and ornamental in

appearance.
With these objects in view my invention
20 consists In certain combinations and ar-
rangements of parts hereinafter to be de-
scribed, and then more particularly pointed
out in the claims. . _ '
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
25 1s a side elevation of a truck in its extended
position; Hig. 2 1is a similar view of the truck
partially folded; Ifig. 3 is an end elevation of

the truck 1n 1ts extended position; Fie. 41s a

similar view partially folded; Fig. 5 1s a de-
30 taill view of a portion of one of the standards:
and Iigs. 6 and 7 are detail views of the
plate carried by the slidable portions of the
standards. -

In these drawings I have shown my in-
vention as embodied in a six-wheeled truck,
which truck comprises three pairs of verti-
cally arranged standards 1 which are pro-
vided at their lower ends with the usual
caster wheels 2, the diameter of the casters
40 on the central pair of standards being pref-
erably greater than the diameter of those on
the end pairs of standards, and the caster
wheels on the end pairs of standards are
preferably swiveled, thus enabling the truck
to be readily guided. The standards 1 are
extensible and each preferably comprises a
body or stationary portion 3, which, in the
present 1nstance, consists of a section of
angle iron having a guide-block 4 secured
near the upper end thereof and provided
with a longitudinal aperture 5 within which
1s shidably mounted the slidable portion of the
standard, which preferably comprises a rod
6 having secured to 1ts upper end, by means
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sides depending lugs 9 adaptéd to extend

- over the adjacent sides of the body portion

of the standard when the standard is in iis
contracted position.

The standards of each pair are connected
one to the other in such a manner as to per-
mit the same to be moved toward and away
from each other. In the present instance,
this connection is formed by means of an ar-
rangement of togele links. The upper ends
of the extensible portions of the standards of
each pair are connected to each other by
means of a toggle link 10 having its ends piv-
otally connected to the depending lugs 9 of

the plate 8 carried by the adjacent standard.

The length of the toggle link is somewhat
oreater than the distance between the stand-
ards when the truck is m its extended posi-
tion, and, consequently, the center, or the
pivotal point, of the toggle link is depressed
some distance below the upper ends of the
standards when 1n either their extended or
contracted position. The lower ends of the
body or stationary portions of the standards
are also connected one to the other by means
of a toggle link 11 which has its ends pivotally
connected to the sides of the body portions
of the standards and 1s also of a length ereater
than the greatest distance between the stand-
arcds and 1s so arranged that its center or
pivotal point 1s at all times above the lower
ends of the standards. The horizontal tog-
gle links 10 and 11, which connect the upper
and lower ends, respectively, of the stand-
ards, are connected one to the other by
means of vertically arranged toggle links 12
and 13, each of which 1s connected on the
opposite sides of its pivotal center to each of
the first-mentioned toggle links 10 and 11.
The vertically arranged toggle links are con-
nected to the horizontal toggle links atpoints
removed from their outer ends and have their
outer ends pivotally connected one to the
other, as shown at 14, thus uniting the two
vertically arranged toggle links and forming
a quadrangular frame which connects the
toggle links 10 and 11 one to the other.

The several pairs of standards are connect-
ed one to the other by means of intersecting
bars 15 extending between those standards
of the several pairs which are on the same
side of the truck. The bars 15 are pivotally
connected at their upper ends to the lugs 9 of
the plate 8, carried by the slidable member of

of a screw 7, a plate 8 having on two of its | the standard, and at their lower ends are piv- 1:
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otally connected to the stationary or body
portion of the standard by means of a clip 17
secured thereon and extending outwardly
thereirom. These bars are also preferably
pivotallv connected one to the other at their
points of mtersection, as shown at 16. The
central standard 1s arranged slightly different
from the corner standards and has its side
portions extending diagonally of the truck.

The plate 8, which 1s carrieduby the slidable

portion of each of the central standards is
also of a slhightly different construction from
those of the end standards. 1n thisinstance,
the downwardly extending lugs 9 are arranged
to engage the inner sides of the guide block 4
and are provided with outwardly extending
allpertumd lips 18, to which the upper ends of
the adjacent bars 15 are pivotally connected,
while the lower ends of said bars are pivotally
connected to the fixed clips. |

T'he operation of .he device will be readily
understood from the foregoing description,
and 1t will be apparent that when the truck
is folded 1 one direction the standards will
be extended and that this extension of the
standards will cause the truck to fold in the
other direction also; further, it will be appar-
ent that 1 provided an 1mproved means for
connecting the standards of each pair one to
the other, which means 1s such as to afford a

strong, durable connection which will be so

arranged as to render the truck rigid. Fur-
ther, 1t will be apparent that I have provided
an extensible standard which 1s simple in its
construction and correspondingly cheap to
manufacture, and, at the same time, strong
and durable, and that I have provided this
extensible standard with means for securing
the connecting bars thereto and have so ar-
ranged this means that it serves also to brace
the several standards. a

I wish 1t to be understood that I do not de-
sire to be limited to the details of construc-
tion shown and described, for obvious modi-
1cations will occur to a person skilled in the
art.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 15:—-

1. A foldable truck of the character de-
scribed comprising a plurality of pairs of
extensible standards, a pair of links connect-
ing the upper ends of the standards of each
pair, a second paiwr of links connecting the
lower ends of the standards of each pair, the
Iimks of each pair being pivotally connected
one to the other at their mmner ends and
pivotally connected to the respective stand-
ards at their outer ends, the léngth of the
Iinks of each pair being such that when said
truck i1s in 1ts extended position the inner
ends of the links of the upper pair will liein a
plane beneath the outer ends of said links,
and the mner ends of the links of the lower
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outer ends of said links, and the length of the

links of both pairs being so related one to
the other that the inner ends of said links
will occupy a substantially fixed relation one
to the other throughout the adjustment of
sald truck, means for connecting one pair ot

sald links to the otherpair thersof, and means

for connecting the adjacent standards of the

several pairs of standards one to the other.

2. A truck of the character described com-
prising a plurality of pairs-of standards, each
standard comprising a body portion, a por-
tion slidably mounted on said body portion,
togele links connecting the slidable portions

links connecting the body portions of the
standaras of each paiwr, vertically extensible
means connecting sald toggle hinks one to the
other, and means for connecting the adjacent

standards of the several pairs one to the-

other. - _

3. A truck of the character described com-
prising & plurality of pairs of standards, each
standard comprising a body portion, a por-
tion slidably mounted on saidp '
toggle links connecting the shidable portions
of the standards of each pair, other toggle
links connecting the body portions of the
standards of each pair, vertically extensible

means connecting said togele links one to the

other, and intersecting bars each having its
upper end pivotally connected to the slidable
portion of a standard of one of said pairs of
standards and 1ts lower end pivotally con-
nected to the body portion O{P
standard of another of said pairsof standards.
4. A truck of the character described com-
prising a plurality of vatrs of standards, each
oi sald standards comprising a body portion,

and a portion shdably mounted on said body

portion, horizontally arranged toggle links
connecting the slidable portions of the
standards of each pair, other horizontally
arranged toggle links connecting the body

portions of the standards of each pair, a

vertically - arranged toggle link connecting
said horizontally arranged toggle links one to
thie other, and mtersecting bars connecting
the standards of the several pairs one to the

other, each of said bars having its upper end

pivotally connected to the slidable portion
of a standard of one of said pairs of standards

and having 1ts lower end pivotally connected

to the body portion of the adjacent standard
of another of said pairs of standards. |

5. A truck of the character described com-
prising a plurality of pairs of standards, each
comprising a body portion, and a portion
slidably mounted on said body portion,

body portion,”

the adjacent”
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of the standards of eacn pair, otner toggle:
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horizontally arranged toggle links connecting 125

the body portions and slidable portions,
respectively, of each pair of said standards
one to the other, and vertically arranged
toggle links each connected to each of said
horizontally arranged toggle links and hav-
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ing their ends extending beyond said hori-
zontally arranged toggle links and pivotally
connected one to the other, and intersecting
pbars connecting the adjacent standards of
thle several pairs of standards one to the
other.

mounted i said body portion, a plate secured
to the upper end of said slidable
depending lugs carried by said plate adapted
to extend along the sides of said body por-
tion, and extensible means for commecting

- sald standards one to the other.
7. A truck of the character described com- |

6. A truck of the character deseribed com- |
prising a pluraiity of standards, each consist-
mg of & body portion, a portion slidably

3

prising & plurality of standards each com-
prising a body portion, a slidable portion
mounted in said body portion, a pl%te se-
cured to the upper end of said slidable por-

tion, depending portions carried by said

plate adapted to engage said body portion,

- extensible means for connecting said stand-

aras one to the other, and means for connect-
ng sald extensible means to depending por-

tions carried by said plate.
portion,

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
I presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES H. LANNERT.
Witnesses:
- Erza F. McKasz,

Epwarp L. RreD.
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