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10 all whom 2t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Pauvr K. Sxyper, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lan-
caster, m the county of Lancaster and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Devices for Tying
Shoes, of which the following is a specifica-
t1omn.

The invention relates to an improvement
in fastening means for shoe lacings and com-
prehends specifically an upper and a lower

fastening means for the lacing cord, whereby !

sald cord may be used as a single strand in

'lacing.

The main object of the present invention
15 the provision of an upper fastening plate
and a lower fastening j
tive ends of the lacing cord, the lower plate
being concealed and so constructed as to per-
mit the ready insertion and removal of the
lacing cord when desired. -

The mnvention in the preferred form of de-
tails will be described in the following speci-
fication, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which :—

‘Higure 1 18 a perspective view of a shoe

illustrating the invention. ¥Fig. 2 is a broken
perspective of the shoe upper viewed from
the inside, the application of the lower fas-
tening plate being illustrated. Tig. 3
elevation of the lower fastening plate. Fig.
418 a sectional view on the line 55 of Fig. 2.

Referring particularly to the accompany-
ing drawings the present invention compre-
hends a lower fastening plate to receive and
secure the lower end of the lacing cord, and
an upper fastening plate to receive and se-
cure the upper end of the cord.

In detailed structure the lower fastening
plate 1s approximately in the form shown in
Fig. 3, that is rectangular. About on the
longitudinal median line of the plate, said
plate is formed with spaced openings 2, pref-
erably two in number, one of which 1s of
somewhat greater size than the other for a
purpose which will presently appear. The
upper fastening plate 3 is of the form shown,
being approximately of hook shape and

formed at one end with an aperture 4, where- |

plate for the respec-
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by the plate may be secured to the shoe up-
per, as shown. The proximate edges of the
bill 5 of the hook and the neck 6 are extended
in parallel relation to provide a cord receiv-
g channel 7.

Fhe lower plate 1 is loosely disposed be-
tween the tongues and uppers adjacent the
connection of the tongue with the upper, and
in applying the lacing cord 9 thereto one
terminal of the cord 1s passed through the
larger opening 2 of the plate, then through
the immediately overlying eyelet of the shoe
upper, then transverse the shoe upper

through the opposing eyelet, then through

the remaining opening 2 of the plate 1, then
transverse the plate beneath the same, and
then through the first opening 2, being pro-
jected u%)warrdly trom the last opening to the
eyelets directly above the eyelet last engaged
by the cord. As one of the openings 2 is
of greater diameter than the other provision
1s made for the passage therethrough of the
double thickness of the lacing cord. After
lacing the shoe in the ordinary manner by a
smgle length of cord only the upper terminal
of the cord is engaged with the upper locking
plate 3, thereby securing the shoe lacing in
a convenlent and proper nianner.

As the lower securing plate is disposed be-
tween the shoe upper and tongue, it is ob-
vious that said pf*':,te,, and, therefore, the

laemg cord disposed therein will be held

against accidental displacement when the
upper 1s m proper position for the lacing of
the shoe. - '

1t 18, of course, to be understood that hoth
securing plates are to be of comparatively
light material, preferably metal and that the
lower securing plate may have a curvature
corresponding to the curvature of the shoe
upper at the juncture with the tongue, while
the upper securmg plate may be colored to
correspond with the color of the material of
the shoe, thus rendering the same inconspie-
Uous 1N use. '

Having thus described the invention what
I clamm, 15:—
The combmation with a shoe and a lacing
cord therefor, of a securing plate for the
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lower end of the lacing cord adapted to be

arranged between the shoe upper and tongue,
said plate comprising a metallic section
formed with a series of openings for the re-
ception of the lacing cord, said cord being
threaded successively through said openings
and through the adjacent shoe eyelets to pro-
vide asingle coll of lacing cord to embrace the

|

outer portion of the shoe upper and the un-
der portion of the securing plate.

in testimony whereof I aflix my signature
111 presence of two witnesses.

PAUL K. SNYDER.

Witnesses:
JAMES H. SNYDER,
D. M. STEWART.
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