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Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Warton Duane
United States, resid- |
In the county of

SMITH, a citizen of the
Ing af Prophetstown,
Whiteside and State of IlImois, have in-
vented a new and usefyl Envelop, of which
the following is a specification.

The prineipal object of the present inven- |

—

tion is to provide simple means of a novel
nature for securing the flap of an envelop in
closed condition, said means being exceed-
ingly inexpensive to manufacture, the parts
bemg such that they may ve expeditiousiy
applied to an envelop, said tastening means
moreover being highly effective, and while
readily operable, is such that there is littie
danger of the A

released by handling or during transit in the
mails. S

In the accompanying arawings, Figure 1
15 a plan view of a vear side of an envelop
showing the flap fastened by the novel
means.  Iig. 2 1s a longitudinal sectional
view on the line 2-—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 31is a
detall perspective view of a portion of the
envelop showing the flap open. Kig. 4 is g
detail sectional view through a slightly modi-
fied form of fastening means.

Similar reference numerals designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings. _ .

Referring to the embodiment cisclosed in
Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the envelop comprises a
body 5, which may be of any desired shape
or character and of any material. The
mouth 6 is arranged to be covered by the
usual flap 7 and the terminal of said {ap 1s
preferably reinforced by being doubled in-
wardly, as shown at 8, though with heavier
grades of material, doubling 1s not necessary.
- The reinforced portion is provided with a
single opening or slot 9. Secured to the
rear side of the body of the envelop are op-
positely disposed overlapping inner and
outer tongues 10 and 11 secured at their outer
ends to the rear wall of the envelop body by
any suitably means, as for instance, glue.
The inner tongue is preterably shorter than
the outer tongue, and of less width than the
0 same, having its free portion tapered toward
its rear end and said end being preferably
curved or bent inwardly slightly as illus-
trated In Figs. 2 and 3. " The various parts
are so arranged that when the lap is turned
5 down to closed position, the inner tongue 10

ap becoming accidentally

B

' may be passed outwardly through the slot

and the outer tongue is _
wardly through said slot. It will thus be
evident, particularly by reference to I 105, 1
and 2, that the outer end of the inner tongue
10 1s covered by the tongue 11 and the {ree
end of the outer tongue is in turn covered by
the flap. Consequently there are no pro-
jecting ends to be torn off or that will con-
stitute means by which the tongues can he
torced to inoperative position. The com-
pination constitutes most effective fasten-
Ing means for the fiap, and at the same time,
it is cheap, easily constructed and capable
of being expediticusly operated. .
Another form of locking device is illus-
trated in Fig. 4. In this case, the rear wall
of the envelop body is designated 12 and the
oppositely extending tongues, designated
respectively 13 and 14, are formed by the
end portions of a single strip, the mter-
mediate portion 15 between the tongues
bemng secured by suitable fasteners 16 to the
body wall 12. Tt will be observed that this
structure has all the advantages of the othey
and operates in the same manner.
- Hrom the foregoing, it is thought that the
construction, operation and many advan-
tages of the herein described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art, with-

then passed in-

out further deseription, and it will be under

stood that various changes in the s1ze, shape,
proportion and minor details of construction,
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

raving thus fully
what I claim as new,
Letters Patent, is:— |

L. An envelop comprising a body having
an open mouth and a flap for closing said
mouth, one heing provided with a single
opening or slot, the other having oppositely
disposed tongiies that detachably pass in
Opposite directions through the said opening
or slot. |

2. An envelop comprising a body having
an open mouth and a flap for closing said
mouth, the latter being provided with a

described my invention :
and desire to secure by

- single opening or slot, and oppositely dis-

posed overlapping tongues carried by the
body and detachably passing through the
sald opening or slot in opposite directions.

5. An envelop comprising a body and a
flap, the latter being provided with a slot
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“and outer tongues carried by
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and oppositely disposed overlapping inner
the body, the
inner tongue detachably passing outwardly
through the slot and the outer tongue cov-
ering the outer end of the mner tongue and
passing inwardly through the slot, having 1ts
free end covered by the flap.

914,982

7. An envelop comprising a body and 2
flap, one being provided with 2 slot, the
other having a strip secured between 1ts

ends thereto, the ends of said strip consti-

tuting tongues that pass througn the slot
for holding the flap against opening move-

- ment. |

4. An envelop comprising a body having .

an open mouth and a flap for closing said

mouth, the latter being provided with an
opening or slot, and oppositely disposed
overlapping tongues carried by the body
and detachably passing through the same
opening or slot in opposite directions, one
of the toneues being longer than the other.

5. An envelop comprising a body and a . _ |
flap having a slot, and overlapping oppo- “closure or flap provided with a slot, and
overlapping mner and outer tongues mount-

sitely disposed inner and outer tongues, the

inner tongue being tapered and of less width

and length than the outer tongue, said inner
tongue passing outwardly through the slot,
the outer tongue covering the outer end of
the inner tongue and detachably passing in-
wardly through the slot, having its free end
covered by the flap. |

6. An envelop comprising a body having
a mouth; a closure for the mouth comprising
a flap that folds over said mouth and over-
laps the body, said flap having an opening,

and a plurality of tongues secured to the

body and passing respectively inwardly and
outwardly through the opening.

3. An envelop comprising a body, a clo-

sure flap thereon having an opening and oppo-
sitely disposed tongues carried by the body,

he firet of said tongues extending out-
wardly through the opening and outside the
flap, the second covering the first and extend-
ing mwardly through the opéening and msice

~the flap.

6. In combination with a body having 2

ed on the body, the inner tongue being of
less length than the outer

end of the inner tongue and passing inwardly
through the slot and having its free.end COV-
ered by the ilap. N o
In festimony, that I c¢laim the foregomg
as my own, 1 have hereto aflixed my S1OTH-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.
~ "WALTON DUANE SMITH.
Witnesses: -
J. H. TASCHER,

Gro. K. PADDOOI{:

tongue, said -
ner tongue passing outwardly through the
slot and said outer tongue covering the outer
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