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1o all whom it may concern,:

Be 1t known that I, Hanry BENKIOR, &
citizen of the United States, residing ot
Huntsville, in the county of Walker and
State of Texas, have invented certain new
and uselul Improvements in Eavelop-Seals,
of which the following is a specification. _

This invention relates to the class of recen-
tacles, and more particularly to envelops,
and has for an object to provide an envelop
with a simple seal by means of which the
usual tflap of an envelop may be securely en-
gaged with the body portion of the envelop
and thus prevent opening or tampering with
the enveﬁ)p during transportation of the
same.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description and it
will be understood that changes in the spe-
cific structure shown and described may be
made within the scope of the elaim without
departing from the spirit of the invention.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
spectfication, and in which like characters of
retevence Indicate similar parts in the sev-
cral views, Figure 1 is a rear view of an en-
velop showing the application of the present
invention thereto, Fig. 2 is a vertical sec-
tional view on the line 22 of F 2. 1, g, 3
is & plan view from the interior of the en-
velop showing the flap in its closed position,
Fig. 4 18 a pevspective view of the locking
tongue, Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the
tongue recelving member, Fig. 6 is a perspec-
tive view of a slightly modified form of my
Invention.

Referring now more

o 1

particularly to the

drawings, there is shown an envelop A of

usual construction provided with a flap B, as
shown. The flap B is provided with the
usual gummed surface . The rear wall D
of the envelop upon its inner side is provided
with a metallic member 10 substantially
wedge shaped, and this member is provided
with oppositely extending lateral arms 11
and 12 respectively which are secured to the
portion D of the envelop by means of rivets
or suitable fastening devices 13 provided out-
wardly of the portion D of the envelop with
washers 14. The member 10 above th
arms 11 and 12 respectively is provided with
an Inwardly extending tongue 15 at each
side, for a purpose to be hereinafter de-
scribed, and beneath the arms 12 a

e e — T — e —— L ek
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spectively the member 10 at each side is pro-
vided with a similar tongue 16, The tongues
15 and 16 respectively are thus arranged in
spaced relation to the body portien of the
memper extending inwardly therecver as
shown in Iig. 5 of the drawings. The flap B3
1s provided with a metallic member 17 hav-
ing tapered side walls 18, and at the lower
end this member is provided with an arcuate
head 19 barbed at each side, as shown at 20.
The member 17 is secured to the fiap B by
means of a rivet 21 similar to the rivets pre-
vicusly described, and this member is ar-
ranged with a portion extending below the
flap B, as shown. It will thus be seen that
the gummed portion C of the flap B may be
moistened in the usual manner, after which,
the flap may be engaged with the porticn D
o1 the envelop, and upon the outer side
thereof. In fastening the flap B to the PoT-
tion D of the envelop, the member 17 is dis-
posed within the envelop, and the head 19 is
inserted between the tongues 15 , and is
finally moved in a downward direction and be-
tween the tongues 16.  After the head 19 has
passed the lower edges of the tongues 186, it is
obvious that the barbed portions 20 of the
head will securely engage the tongues 16 and
eifectively prevent withdrawal of the mem-
ber 17. It will thus be seen that a simiple de-
vice is provided which may be stamped from
sneet material, and which will elfectively
serve Lo prevent tampering with the envelop
without detection.

While the device is especially adapted for
enveiops, it will of course be understood
that the same may be used in connection

- with candy boxes or similar pasteboard

receptacles.

In the modified form of my invention
shown in Fig. 6, the locking tongue is Pro-
vided at its center with a relatively broad
portion 22, and at each side therecf the
tongue 1s provided with tapered or reduced
portions 24 and respectively. The
barbed poertions of the member 17 are offsot
1 opposite directions, as shown, to effect n
perfect locking engagement with the tongues
16 previously described. _

As shown in Fig. 5, the member 10 and
the pertions carried thereby are formed of a
sheet metal plate, the sides thereof being
split inwardly to form the tongues 15 and
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face of the portion 10. The arms 11 and 12

are formed by the portions of the plate be-
tween the splhits.

What is claimed 1s:

The combination with an envelop having
a closing flap, of a wedge-shaped plate lo-
cated within the envelop with 1ts major end
directed upwardly, pairs of tongues carried
by the edges of the plate at the upper and
lower portions thereof, said tongues being
bent to extend inwardly over the inner face
of the plate and in spaced relation thereto,
said pair of tongues being spaced apart
ver"zicaﬂy;'.ogpositely extending lateral arms

carried by the plate between the tongues, |

said arms being secured to the envelop, and
s downwardly tapered metallic member car-
ried by the closing flap of the envelop, and
having laterally extending barbs at 1ts lower
end, said member being arranged for passage
between the wedge-shaped plate and the
tongues for engagement of its barbs beneath
the lower tongues.

in presence of two witnesses.
HENRY BENNICK.
Witnesses: -

(. B. OLIPHINT,
C. O. dIMS.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
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