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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Mary A. HENLE, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Ma-

rengo, in the county of Iowa and State of
Towa, have invented new and useful lm-
provements in Washboards, of which the fol-
lowirig is a specification.

This invention relates generally to wash-
boards, and more particularly to a self-acting
soaping attachment thereror.

'ﬁle object of the invention is to provide a
novel form of soap container to be assembled
with the board and to operate in such man-
ner as that the soap will only be fed as rap-
idly as required; in which all of the soap will
be used thereby to obviate waste; and. in
which the replenishing of the holder with a
fresh supply of soap may be readily and
easily effected. |

With the above and other objects 1 view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
of a soap feeding attachment for wash boards
as will be hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
Ing parts—

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a
wash-board displaying more particularly the
means for preventing the escape of soap from
the holder. Fig. 2 1s a vertical longitudinal
sectional view taken through the board and
the soap feeder, showing mere particularly
the details of construction of the latier.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
wash-board having a body portion 2, consti-
tuting a rubbing surface, constructed of cor-
rugated sheet metal, and provided with an
opening 3 that is spanned by a plurality of
wires or bars 4 that operate to prevent waste
of the soap by retaining it against projecting
beyond the rubbing surface. In order to se-
cure the maximum superficial area of rub-
bing surface, the latter extends to the top
rail 22 of the board, and is secured thereto
and to the cross brace 2°.

Secured to the body portion 1 any pre-
ferred manner, as by being soldered or riv-
eted thereto is a rectangular box 5, which as
shown in Fig. 2 is disposed at a downward
incline, viewed from the top of the wash-

board, thus to permit it to clear the tub |

' when in use. This box will preferably be

constructed of metal and its two side walls
are provided in this instance with two ori-
fices 6 that are designed to be engaged by a
pair of latches 7 that are guided tor move-
ment upon a rod 8§ secured in the boss or stud
9 projecting rearwardly from a faise bottomn
10, that is disposed in the box and is slightly
less in size than the same, to facilitate 1ts
ready positioning and removal when desired.
The iatches 7 as shown in Fig. 2 are double
i -shaped, two of the parts 11 thereot con-
stituting finger holds for actuating the
latches to withdraw them from engagement
with the orifices 6. In order to cause the
latches normally to project through the ori-
fices, two coiled springs 12 are employed
that bear respectively against the boss 9 and
acainst the parts of the latches that work
upon the rod 8.

Mounted within the box is a follower 13
that is engaged by 2 coiled spring 14 mter-
posed between it and the false bottom 10
and -operating normally to project the for-
mer outward, whereby soap placed within
the box or holder will be firinly held against

| the bars 4 and thus supply the soap to the

clothes as required.

When it is desived to supply the feeder

with soap, the two latches are retracted to
move them out of engagement with the ori-
fices 6 and the false bottom 10, spring 14 and
follower 13 are removed, atter which the
soap is positioned within the box and the
parts again assembled therewith.

The improvements herein defined are sim-
ple in character, will be found thoroughly
efficient for the purpose designed and will not
add any objectionable cost to the production
of the wash-board, but will materially en-
hance 1ts utiiity.

What 1 claim 1s:

1. The combination with a washboard
provided with spaced bars, of a box ar-
ranged back of the bars and provided with
latch receiving-openings, a follower within
the box, a false bottom carrying locking
latches adapted to engage with the said
latch-receiving openings, and a spring inter-
posed between the follower and the false
bottom.

2. The combination with a washboard, of
a soap feeder comprising a box provided in
its side walls with latch-receiving openings,
a pair of spring pressed latches adapted to
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engage with said openings, a false bottom

with which the latches are combined, a fol-

lower, and a spring interposed between the
tollower and the false boftom.

3. The combination with a washboard, of
a soap holder having oppositely alined ori-

fices, :a false bottom arranged within -the
holder and carrying a rearwardly extending
boss, a rod projecting ‘through the boss,

latches mounted on the opposite end por-
‘t1ions of the rod, springs on the rod and bear-

ng against the latches to cause them to pro-
-Ject through the orifices in the holder, a fol-
lower, and. a.spring between the false bottom
and the follower. 15
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

MARY A.HENIIE.

‘Witnesses:
A. M. Livon,
J. N. McKxE
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