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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joszpa A. BATSON, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Lake-
view, in the county of Hall, State of Texas,
have invented certain new and useful im-
provements in Safety - Stirrups; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled m the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
same.

The invention relates to a safety stirrup
and more particularly to the class of stirrups
adapted for use on sacdles.

The primary object of the invention 1s the
provision of a safety stirrup consisting of two
arms hingedly connected to a cross foot
piece, the upper ends of the arms detachably
connected fo a cross bar or member and 1n-
dependent locking means at opposite sides ox
the stitrup and pivotally connected to the
said arms, so that when a rider i1s thrown
from a saddle his foot will engage the locking
members at either side of the stirrup to auto-
matically release the arms whereby the toot
will be freed from the stirrup.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts as wili
be hereinafter more fully described and as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings
vhich disclose the preferred form of embodi-
ment of the invention. However, it 1s to be
understood that changes, variations and
modifications may be made such as come
properly within the scope of the claims here-
unto appended without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of the stirrup. Fig. 2 is an end view
thereof. TFig. 3 is a similar view partly in
section. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional

view through the stirrup. Fig. 5 is a front
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view of the stirrup with one side section or
Arm in an open positlon.

Similar reference characters mdicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views in the drawings. _

In the drawings:—the numeral 7 desig-
nates generally the stirrup comprising a foot

plate 8 having connected at opposite ends by
hinges 9 upright side sections or arms 10, the

latter containing near their upper extremi-
ties transverse openings 11 adapted to re-

ceive the reduced spinche extremities 12 of a
cross bar 13, the latter formed with a longi-

tudinal bore 14 in which is mounted an ex-
pansion spring 15, the opposite ends ol which
are adapted to play aganst the inner.faces ot
the side sections or arms 10 to automatically
spread the same apart to release them irom
connection with the spindle extremities 12 of
the cross bar of the stirrup. To this cross
bar is connected the end of a stirrup strap
not shown for mounting the stirrup on a
saddle.

The side sections or arms 10 are recessed

in the front faces thereof to accommodate

latch members 16 having locking jaws 17 to
normally engage notches 18 formed trans-
versely in the spindle extremities 12 of the
cross bar. The said latch members 16 are
connected to the side sections, or arms 10 by
pivots 19 and which members have depend-
mmg outwardly curved extensions 20, the
lower ends thereof adapted to protrude a
distance beyond the side sections or arms
10 at the front of the stirrup. |

Formed on the extensions 20 are inwardly
directed lugs 21 forming centering pins or
extensions for coiled expansion springs 22
interposed between the said extensions 20
and the side sections or arms 10 to normally
maintain the said extensions protruding a
distance from the side sections or arms and
also tc maintain the locking jaws 17 m en-
oagement with the notches 18 in the spindle
extremities of the cross bar to hold the side
sections locked to the latter. To maintan
the expansion spring 15 within the bore 14
there is provided a pin fastener 23 which
latter Wi]H revent the spring from acci-
dentally falling out of the said bore i the
cross bar. o -

Now presuming that a rider’s foot 1s posi-
tioned within the stirrup 7 and should said
rider be thrown from the horse his foot will
turn in the stirrup, whereas the toe portion ot
the foot will be moved in a position to con-
tact with either of the extensions 20, shift-
ing the latter inwardly against the action of
the springs 22 whereupon the locking jaws
17 will disengage from the notches 18 and
the expansion spring 15 will act upon the
side sections or arms 10 to disengage the
same from connection with the spindle ex-
tremities 12 of the cross bar 13, thereby
opening the stirrup to free the foot of the
rider from the same.

What is claimed 1s:—

1. A stirrup of the class described com-
prising a foot plate, side sections hinged to
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‘the latter and contalning openings near |

therr upper ends, a cross bar having re-
duced spindle e:&trenntleb adapted to fit
within the said openings, and latch members

carried by the side sections and adapted to
protrude a distance forwardly of the same to

normally lock the side sectlons to the cross
bar.

2. A stirrup of the class described com-
prising a foot plate, side sections hinged to
said plate, said sections containing openmgh
near thelr upper ends, a cross bar having
spmdle extremities engaging the said open-

INgs an éxpansion spring acting upon said
side sections for spreading the same apart, |
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latch members pivota,lly connected to the
side sections and having extensions normally

projecting a distance from and rorwardly of
“sald side section, springs mterposed between

the side qecuonﬁ and said extensions to nor-

tion, and locking jaws formed on the latch
members to engage the spindle extremities
to hold the side sections connected thereto.
In testimony whereof, I affix my sig nature
in presence of two witnesses.
. JOSEPH A. BATSON
Writn_esses :
D. D. WoopALL,
J. K. MONTGOMERY.

d the latter in their projecting posi-
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