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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Groror I. Nixox, a
citizen of the Umted ‘%i‘ltes {

1681(11110 s
Portland, in the (,ounty of Jay and State of

Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
tul Impl ovements in Fruit-Fickers, of which
the following 1s a specification.

This invention velates to that cluss of
fruit-pickers which are equipped with co-
operating cutting jaws for detaching the
fruit, and with a bag into which the J.'r 1t
may be recelved without danger of bruising
and it has for its objects to simplify and 1 i1
prove the construction and operation oi this
class of devices; further ()b]erS being to
provide improved means for bracing tne

stationary cutting jaw and for suppoitmﬂ a -

claw, which 1s utilized for the purpose ot
detachmo small fruits, such as cherries and
plums.

With these and other ends in view which
will readily appear as the nature of the in-
vention is better understood, the same con-
sists 1n the 1mproved construction and novel
arrangement and combination of parts,
which will be hereinafter tully described
and particularly pointed out in the ciaims.

In the accompanying drawing has been
illustrated a simple and preferled form of
the invention; it being, however, understood
that no limitation is necessa r1y made to the
precise structural details therem exhibited,
but that changes, alterations and modifica-
tions within the scope of the mmvention, may
be resorted to when desired.

In the drawing IFigure 1 15 a side eleva-
tion of a fruit-picker constructed 1n accord-
ance with the invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical
sectional view of the same. F1g 3 1s a per-
spective detail view oif the claw used for de-
taching small fruits. ¥Fig. 4 1s a detail view,
n elev‘mtmn of a portion of the device.

Correspondmo parts in the several fig-
ures are denoted by like characters of refer-
ence.

Upon the upper end of a stick or handle
5 of suitable dimensions 1s secured a head 6
which has been shown as being formed with
a socket 7 for the reception of the shouldered
or tenoned upper extremity of the handle.
The head 6 1s provided with upward-extend-
ing side fianges 8, 8 affording bearings for
the pivoted jaw 9 and for a plu rality of inde-
pendently pivoted hoops 10, 10, which are
disposed below the jaw 9.

A stationary
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- Jacent
- hoops constituting the stationary and pivot-

| {ex tlle material or

hoop 11 extends laterally from the head 6
below the lowermost hoop 10; and a hoop 12,
which constitutes the stationary jaw of the
device, extends upwardly from the head, ad-
to the pivoted jaw 9. The several

ed jJaws and the stationary and pivoted
hoops just enumerated may be advanta-
geously formed of course steel wire; and the
stationar y hoop 11, together with "the sta-
tionary jaw 1%, ma y Le very COIIVLIIIEllﬂy
formed or conmructed of a single piece o1
wire, bent to form the two hoop -shaped
members 11 and 12 at spproximately right
angles to one another, thus constltutmo' 2
frame which is further provided at The
angles thereof with downward extending
arms lo having terminal eyes 14 for the pas-
sage of a pin or fastening member 15, which
extends transversely Lhrouﬂh the socketed
head, and assists 1 securing y the latter upon
the sticlk or handle. f

A U-shaped wire brace 16 extends through
suitable apertures in the flanges 8, and the
arms or side members of sald brace converge
adjacent to the stationary jaw 12, which
latter 1s flattened 1n 1ts upper 1301:'1:1011 to
enable it to support a cutting “blade 17,
wiich may be secured in posnmﬂ by means
of rivets 1§; the blade 17 1s connected with
the upper converging portion of the U-
shaped brace 16 by means of a bolt 19, which
latter also serves to attach in position a claw
20, which has been shown as being formed of
a plece of wire, bent or doubled upon itself
and connected by means of sleeves 21, said
claw being provided with divergent terminal
blades 09 having cutting edoes 23, which

nay be usefully em‘oloyed for the purpose of
demchmo smail fruit. The pivoted jaw 9
carries a cutting blade 24 which codperates
with the blade 17 upon the stationary jaw
for the purpose of detaching fruits such as
apples and pears from the trees.

The laterally extending stationary hoop
11 carries a bag or ecepmcle 25; and said
stationary hoop 1s connected with the p1V-
oted jaw 9 and with the mmtermediate piv-
oted 1100ps 10 by a flexible, collapsible cover-
ing 26, which may be formed of netting,
the like. Collapmble
guards 27 also connect the stationary with
the pivoted jaw, and a hood or guard 28,
preferably of wire netting, 1s secured upon
the stationary jaw 12 and the brace 16.
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The -pivoted jaw 9 is equipped with an

arm 29 projecting intermediate the flanges
8 of the head, and said arm 1s connected by

a suitable guided link 30 with a sleeve or |
collar 31 slidable upon the handle 5; an |
“actuating spring 32 being suitably arranged

to operate upon the link 30 in such a. manner
that the pivoted jaw will be normally thrown
open by the action of said spring; that is to
say, the action of the spring tends to move

- the pivoted jaw away from the stationary

156
- taken 1n connection with the drawing. The
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Jaw. _ -
The operation and advantages of this 1m-

proved 1mplement will be readily under-

stood from the foregoing description, when

device is manipulated by the handle and the

jaws, which are normally held in open rela-
tion by the action of the spring are made to

seize the fruit which will thus be detached
and dropped into the bag or receptacle, the

movement of the pivoted jaw being effected

by sliding the sleeve 31 downward upon the
handle.  Small fruits may be detached by
means of the claw 20, without actuating the
pivoted jaw. The inner portions of the jaws
may be protected by soft cushioning ma-
terial, as indicated at 33, to prevent bruising
of the fruit.

- Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed 18— |

1. In a device of the class describedj- A

head having side flanges, an upward extend-
ing stationary jaw and a laterally extending

stationary hoop secured upon the head, a

jaw pivoted upon the head adjacent to the

stationary jaw, & plurality of hoops pivoted
upon the head intermediate the pivoted jaw
and the - stationary hoop, a receptacle sup-
ported by the stationary hoop, a collapsible
ouard connecting the stationary hoop with

~ the pivoted jaw and with the intermediate

45

pivoted hoops, a hood connected with the
stationary jaw, cutting blades upon the sta-
tionary and pivoted jaws, and means for |

actuating the pivoted jaw.

2. In a device of the class described, a

- 914,502

ing stationary jaw secured upon the head, 2

spring-actuated jaw pivoted upon the head,

collapsible guards connecting the pivoted

stationary hoop, cutting blades upon the
jaws, a brace extending from the head to the

head hmmg side ﬂanges,ﬂa llat'er'allny-' extend-._'_--}
ing stationary hoop and an upward extend-

()

jaw with the stationary jaw and with the

5o

cutting blade upon the stationary jaw, a

fruit-detaching claw adjacent to the cutting

blade, and means connecting the claw, the

blade, and the brace. _ _
3. In a device of the class described, a
handle having a terminal tenon, a socketed

head engaging the tenon and having side
flanges, and a frame secured upon the head

and constituting a laterally-extending sta-
tionary hoop and an upward-extending sta-

tionary jaw, said frame being provided with

arms disposed adjacent to the head and hav-

ing terminal eyes, and a fastening member
extending through said eyes and connecting
70

the head with the handle. o
4. In a device of the class described, a
handle, a flanged head secured upon the
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handle, a frame secured upon the head and

constituting a laterally-extending hoop and
an upward - extending stationary jaw, a
spring-actuated jaw pivoted upon the head

intermediate the stationary jaw and the sta-
tionary hoop and provided with an arm ex-
tending between the flanges of the head, a

sleeve slidable upon the handle, a link con-
necting the sleeve with the arm of the piv-
oted jaw, collapsible guards connecting the
pivoted jaw with the stationary hoop and
with the stationary jaw, co-acting cutting

blades upon the jaws, a brace connecting the
blade upon the stationary jaw with the head,

and a hood secured upon the brace and the

statlonary jaw.
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In testimony whereof I aflix my signa;mre -

in presence of two witnesses. o
_  GEORGE L. NIXON.
Witnesses: - - | .
OMER S. WHITEMAN,
JosEpa W. Brownx.
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