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To all whom 1t may concern:

- Be it known that I, Hermax F. Busch, of

- Millvale, Allegheny county, Pennsylvania,

have mvented a new and useful Ring Buoy,
5 of which the following 1s a full, clear, and ex-
- act description, refelence bemﬂ' had to the

~accompanying drawings, forming part of this
speclﬁcatlon n. whwh——-—
_ Figure 1 18 a plan view partly in section of

10 & ring buoy, showing the preferred construc-
- tion; Kig. 21s an edﬂe view, partly m section;

1o, 3 18 @ sectional detail view, on the line
III—*-—III of Kig. 1, and Fig. 4 shows a modi-
fication.

My invention has relation to ring or life
buoys wherein the buoy is built up “of solid
“blocks or sections of cork, which ave 11&1(11}*
united, preferably by wooden pins, and fur-
' ther secured by a circumferential hoop or
) band, and having a series of radial straps or
" bands to bind the several parts or sections
- compactly together; and the object of my in-

vention is to provide such a ring buoy which
- will be strong and durable, vet simple and
25 economical in construction.

A further object is to provide a ring buoy
. Whlch will not have a fabric or other cover-
ing over it to induce mold and decay.

The precise nature of my invention will be
best understood by reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which 1 have shown my
preferred construction, it bemg pr emised
however that various (*ha,nﬂea may be made
- in the details of constmctmn and arrange-
35 ment of the parts without d(,p%ltmﬂ from the

- spirit and scope of my invention.

In the drawings, 2, 2 are the outer and 3
the intermediate 1&}*@13 or sections of cork
which are bonded or secured, preferably by
wooden pins or dowels 4, as best shown in
Fig. 3. The sections or layers may however
be umted by waterproof cement, or they may
~be sewed or bonded together by any suitable
material. -

The layers or sections 2, 3 are so shaped as
to form a laminated buoy of the usual circu-
lar form, and the outer layers 2, are prefer-
ably sta,ggered with relation to the interme-

- diate layer 3, so that the abutting joints be-
50 tween the several layers are br oken to olve 2

solid and durable construction.
5 represents a metallic band or hoop which
1s fitted around the assembled sections 2 and
3, to bind them firmly together, and to still
further bmd the parts, 1 provide a plurality
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of racdial bands or straps 6, preferably of cop-
per, which are clamped ar ound the cork sec-
tions and around the peripheral band or
hoop 5, and these bands 6 may have their
ends riveted and bent down as indicated at 6.

The bands 6, are secured around the cork
ections at the pomts where the joints of the
outel sections 2, 2, abut. At a pomnt di-

rectly under each of the bands 6 is formed a

cavity or depression 7 and the hoop or band 5
is depressed into these cavities, thus provid-
ing openings § between said band and the ra-
dial bands 6, through which the life line 9
may be loosely woven. This Iife line serves
as a handle by which the buoy may be con-
venlently grasped.

Instead of forming the buoy of the over-
hmpging sections 3 and 3, I may construct 1t
as shown 1 g, 4, wherein I provide 2 series
ol cork disks or bl

ocks 10 and place the blocks
end to end, so that all the joints are radial
and unite the disk sections by water-proof
cement, or by suitable wire binders 11 and
surround it with the peripheral band or hoop
52, which may be provided with suitable eyes
or 100ps to receive a hife line.

Heretofore 1 the manufacture of ring
buoys the cork body has been incased in a
fabric covering, which necessitates the use of
paint or other water-proof coating, and in the
practical use of such covered buoys it has
been demonstrated that the cover soon loses
its strength and efficiency by reason ol ex-
posure, becomes moldy, weak and unsafe;
and to apparently cover these defects, aJn(.l
olve the article a good appearance, 1t 1s
treated to numerous coats of paint, thereby
destroying the buoyvancy and usefulness.
By my improved construction I provide a
puoy which is entirely free from any fabric
cover or paint coating, and which can be
kept clean and white by ordinary washing,
so that its durability and efliciency 1s very
greatly mereased.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I elaim :—

1. A ring buoy comprising an annular
body portion of uncovered buoyant mate-
rial, a peripheral metallic band surrounding
the body portion and a plurality of trans-
ver sely encireling bands; substantially as de-
seribed.

2. A ring buoy comprising an annular
laminatea body portion, a peripheral metal-
lic band surrounding sald body portion and a
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plurality of transversely encircling metal
bands; substantially as described.

3. A ring buoy comprising an annular
laminated cork body portion, a peripheral
; metallic band surrounding said body portion
and a plurahity of transversely encircling
metal bands; substantially as deseribed.

4. A ring buoy comprising an uncovered
annular body portion of buoyant material

iv having a plurality of depressions on its pe-

riphery, a peripheral metallic band surround-

913,817

ing said uncovered body portion having in-
dentations engaging said depressions and
transverse encircling metallic bands for se-
curing sald peripheral band- in place; sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set,

my hand.
HERMAN F. BUSCH.
Witnesses: |
Geo. B. BLEMmiNG,
Froyp Liyonw.
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