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7o GLZZ whom i MAY CONCErn:
- Be 1t known that I, Oror R. Ousox, a
residing  at
Kansas City, in the county of J ackson and
- State of Missouri, have invented certain
new and useful 1111plm*mnents i Clothes-
~ Line Props and Tighteners, of which the
following 1s a specification.

My mventlon relates to a combined
clothgs line prop and tightener and my ob-

- ject 1s to ploduce a device of this character

~which will accommodate itself to the degree
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~and tightener

‘wardly opening grooves 6.

~of slackness in the line and which will hold
the latter under tension and support it at
: the proper height efliciently and reliably.
A further object 15 to produce a device of
“this character of simple, strong, durable and
cheap construction.

‘With these objects 1n view the invention
consists in certain novel and pecnliar fea-
tures of construction and combination of
parts as hereinafter described and claimed:
and in order that it may be fully under stood
reference is to be had to the accompanying
dmwmﬁ,_m Wthh——

Flnllle 1 1s a perspective view of the
upper end of a combined clothes line prop
embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 1s a central vertical section of the
same. Fig. 8 is an enlarged sectlon on the
line TTT—TIT of Fie. 1. I*ln
- perspective view of a modified form of the
lme-engaging head of the prop.

In the said drawings, 1 mdicates a prop
01 Smtable lenoth and prefembly rectangii-
A head for the prop
consists of a pair of inverted substantially
shield-shaped plates forming sides 2 and 3
arranged parallel or %ubstamnlly so and
pr ovided respectively at their concave edges
with inwardly projecting arc-shaped ﬂano es

4 and 5, which abut tog cether and ave bent
in 0pp051te cdirections to  form a pair of out-
7 indicates cor-
respondingly curved plates fitting against
sald ﬂanges and having their edoes bent to
fmm mwardly pr()]ectlno tonoues 8 extend-

g into said groove and rloldly and reliably

“securing  the “sides 2 and 3 together, the
‘upper ends of the sides pr efembly dlver'O-
ing slightly to provide a flaring mouth K
and side 8 being biturcated at its lower end
to produce the ¢ opening 10.

The head described 1s preferably secured
rlgldly to the upper end of the prop 1 by

Swith an opeuing by cu

. the
4 35 a detail

means of rivets 11 extending through side 2
and the prop.
The modified constructmu of the head,

- as disclosed by Ifig. 3, 1s produced by bend-

ing an elongated str 1p of metal horizontally
s0 as to form a pair of sides 12 and 13 con-
nected together at their lower ends as by
the bent- pmtm_n at 14, head bemg formed

plate 13 and portion 14 as at 15, and jour-
nated in and belween said sides 12 and 13

1s a pair of grooved sheaves 16 which con-

stitute equwalentb of the abutting cmved
Hange portions connecting plates 2 and 3
at their concaved edoes.

Assunune that the clothes Tine 17 1s sup-
ported at its ends as usual, and 1t 1s desired
to support the same at an intermediate
point, the head of the prop i1s caused to en-
cage the line, bemg fitted easily on the hne
bec: anse its flarine mouth readily receives if.
When thus dlldllﬂtd the Line extends be-
tween the sides of the head and across the
opening in an obvious manner.

The line tension mechanism is constructed
as follows: 18 indicates a substantially rec-
tangular collar of somewhat preater size
than and fitted lovsely on the prop, and
provided at the same side of the prop as
head, with laterally projectineg handles
19 and Wltil a cylindrical central portion 20
between the handles, and pivoted to said
cylindrical portion is a hook 21

To tension the line, the collar 1s slid up-
ward on the prop until the hook can be
swung  through the opening of the head
above the line wheve the latter passes
through the head. The operator then
orasps the handles 19 and pulls dewnward
tpon the same, this action doubling and
putlmg the lme downward, and because of
the resistance of the hne, tending to position
the collar at right annles to the prop so that
1t may ship fu,dy downward on the latter,
this downward movement being continted
until the line is drawn taut. The operator
then releases the handles and the back-pull
of the line mstantly pivotally operates the

collar and draws 1t to an angular position
on the prop so that its front and rear sides
shall bind tightly against the corresponding
sicles of the prop and thus provide an abso-
lute guard against relaxing of the line. It
will bb appfuent that when the tightening
device 1s moved downward, the line will be

(ting away or slotting
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bent around and slhide freely on the arc-
shaped portious of the head 1n the one case
Or th@ crooved sheaves in the other, and that
the %hpp.:w
ing it m the least. ¥When 1t 1s desired to re-
lax the line the operator girasps the handle
to utilize the lower end of the hook as a

pivot to swing the collar P W ard to a posl-

t101) bubsmmmhy at right angles to tne
lengthx of the prop, and the tension of the

lime or an ;pw..:lu push on the collar, eitects
the upward movement of the latter and the
relaxing ot me line so that 1t can be readily
dluuwaﬂea rrom the head of the prop.

From the above description it will be ap-
parent that I have ploduced 2 combined
clothes Iimme prop aund tightener wnich em-
bodies the desir able featuves entimerated
.;111{“1 which is susceptible of modification 1n
miner particulars without departing irom
the Pi mclph and SCope or Sac rificing any of
the advantages ot the appwoe& claims,

Having thus described the invention what
1 claim as new and desire to secure Dy Lset-
ten]?*atant 15—

1. pz on provided with a head embody-
Ing a p
nected at iheh lower ends at opposite sides
of their centers, and means adjustable on
the prop, to engage a clothes line extending
thmmn the he ad between its sides, for the
Tine and dr AWING
the aoubled portion downward on the prop.

2. A Drop pmvmed with a head embody-
g a pair of sides spaced apart and con-
nected at their lower ends at oppfj-qte sicies
of their centers, means adjustapie on the
prop, to engage a clothes line extending
through the head between its sides, for the
purpose of d(mbh 1o the line and drawing
the doubled pmtloh “downward on the prop,
and means for securing said arst-named
means at the desived point of adjustment on
the prop.

3. A prop provided with & head embody-
ing a pair of sides spaced apart and con-
nected at their lower ends at opposite sides
of their centers, means adjustable on the
prop, to enmge a clothes line extending

thlolwh the head between its sides, for the

purpose of doubling the line and drawing |

of the lme oceurs without 111]111—

of sides spaced apart and con-

913,548

the doubled portion downward on the prop,
and a collar shidable on the prop and pivot-
ally connected at 1ts front side to the means
1or donbhnD the line.

4. 45 prop DU ovided with a head embody-
ine a pair of sides spaced apart and con-
nected at their lower ends at opposite sides
of their centers, a collar slidable on the prop,
and a hook pivoted at its lower end to the

front side of the collar and adapted at 1ts

upper end to engage a clothes line extending
thy wm}_ the head between its sides.

3. s prop prov ided with a head embody-
ing a pair of sides spaced apart t and con-
wied ‘at their lower ends at opposite sides
of their centers, one of said sides being pro-
vided with an opening extending throu-':fh
its lower margin and formed between said
connections, . hock adapted to be swung
throngh said opening and hooked dow‘n
upon a line extending through the head be-
twoen the sides of the same, and to be drawn
downward to double the line and draw the

doubled wvortion downward through the
lower end of the head, and means to clamp

snid hook at the desired point of adjustment
on the nrop.

6. A prop proy 7ided with a head embody-
mne 2 pait of sides spaced apart and con-
nected at thew lower ends at opposite sides
of their centers, one of sald sides being pro-
vided Wli]l AN opa._,nmf‘ extending t11r0u0h
its lower margin and formed between said
connections, a hook adapted to be swung
thmwh said opening and hooked down
upon a line extending through the head be-
twoen the sides of the same and to be drawn
downward to double the line and draw the
doubled  portion downward through the
lower end of the head, and a collar slidably
mounted on the prop 2 and capable ol assum-
ing an angular ue ation thereto, and pivoted

2t its front side to the lower end of said
]_10011
In testunony whereof 1 a

il

IX My slgnature,

in the presence of two wifnesses.

OLOF R. OLSON.
V¥ ltnesses:
H. . Ropgers,
. Y. THORPE.
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