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the invention being to provide a post that
may be advantageously used at corners as
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To all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that I, Davip [iovpysuery, a

citizen of the United States, residing at

Poneto, in the county of Wells and State of

Indiana, have mvented certain new and use-
- ful Improvements in Post-Braces, of which

the following is a specification.
This invention relates to posts, such as

are cenerally utilized in the erection of fences-

and for analogous purposes; the object ol

well as at intermediate points of fences, and
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which shall be securely braced so as to
prevent sagging or displacement of the post

pLeve SHE Y % Soak et .
under the strain to which it will ke subjected.
A furtherobject of the invention 1s to pro-

vide a post with a brace which, m the event

of sagging, may be manipulated so as to
restore the post to an upright posivion, thus
correcting the sagging of the fence.

~ Further objects of the invention are to sim-
‘plify and improve the construction and

operation of this clags of devices.
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arrangement  and

5 With these and other ends in view which
will readily appear as the nature of the m-
vention is better understood, the same con-

sists in the improved construction and novel
0 combination of parts
which will be hereinafter fully described and

particularly pointed out in the claims.
- In the accompanying drawing has been

~ illustrated a simple and preferred form of

the invention; it being, however, understood
that 110.1_1_1111‘_63413_1011 1s necessarily made to the
“precise structural details therein exhibited,

~ but that changes, alterations and modifica-
‘tions within the scope of the invention may
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be resorted to when desired.

In thedrawing—Iigure1 is a side elevation

- showing a fence post constructed 1n accord-

~ance with the invention.

Fig. 2 18 a vertical

~ sectional view of the same.
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Corresponding parts in both figures are

denoted by like characters of reference.

- The post 5 may be constructed of any

‘suitable and appropriate material, such as

~wood, metal or natural or artificial stone.

- In the drawing has been represented an or-

dinary wooden post of suitable dimensions

~ to enable it to be set the requisite depth
the (%round where it 1s secured by packing
the dirt around i

post 5 is provided a short distance above the
ground with a transverse aperture 6, and in

“one side of the post, a suitable distance

irt around 1t in the usual manner.

The

1 above the ground, is formed an upwardly

and invardly inelined recess or socket 7,
which latter, as vell as the aperture 6, may
easily be formed by boring with an ordinary
auger when the post 1s made of wood, or
molding or in any other convenient manner
when the post is made of other material
than wood.

The post is equipped with a brace com-
posed of an inchined tubular member B, and
a horizontal base member C, the latter being
composed of a metal rod having a screw
threaded portion 8 that extends through the
aperture 6 of the post and provided at 1ts op-
posite extremity with an upturned terminal
hook 8. 'The threaded end of the brace rod
C is equipped with a tightening nut 10 bear-
ne against a washer 11 which is interposed
between said nut and the side of the post;
the tubular brace member B, has one end n-
serted into the inclined recess or socket 7 of
the post, while the opposite, lower end of said
brace member receives the upturned hook 9
of the brace rod C. '

It will be seen that by simply tightening
the nut 10 the parts will be very securely and
cfficiently assembled. It will further be seen
that, the parts of the device having been as-
sembled, by further tightening the nut 10,
the brace rod C, which constitutes the base of
the post bracing device will be moved in the
direction of its length to shorten the said
base, the diagonal of which consisting of the
member B, remains of unimpaired length,
thus pushing against the post and assisting
to correct any tendency toward tilting ov
sageing that may be exbibited in the post
under the strain to which it is subjected.

The tubular brace member B may consist
of a length of metal pipe, such as ordimary
aas pipe of suitable dimensions; but 1t is pre-
ferred that said tubular brace member be
composed of two sections 12 and 13, con-
nected by a sleeve or union 14, which en-
oages 1'igﬁt and left hand threads 15, 15, at
the proximate ends of said pipe sections, for
the reason that under such construction the
length of the tubular brace member 1s capa-
ble of adjustment by simply rotating the
sleeve or union 14 by means of an ordinary
pipe wrench.

In erecting a post there is placed beneath
the outer hooked end of the rod C a support-
ing member D, which may consist of a block
of wood, stone, metal or other suitable mate-
rial; said block may be of any desired shape
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and dimensions provided that it has a flat

level upper face 16, upon which one or mor

plates or washers 17 may be placed, said wash-
ers being immterposed between the supporting
member D and the outerextremity of the brace

member . |

The manner of constructing and erecting
the improved post will be very readily under-

stood from the foregoing description when

taken in connection with the drawing hereto
annexed. The said post may be used in con-
nection with fences constructed of wire or
other material. If, under the strain of the
welght or tension to which 1t is subjected the
post should become tilted from its mitial up-
right position, thus causing the fence to sag,
such displacement may be corrected, and the
post be quickly restored to its initial position
by placing plates or washers 17 upon the sup-
porting block D, 1t being understood that
such washers are generally utilized only in
order to correct displacement or sagging of
the fence. Such plates or washers may very
easily be placed in position by first loosening
the nut 10 sufficiently to enable the parts to
be properly manipulated. The tendency to
sag may also be corrected and counteracted
by simply adjusting the sleeve or union 14 to
force the tubular pipe members 13 apart
from each other, thus increasing the length
of the diagonal member of the brace, and ob-
viously forcing the upper end of the post
back to its initial position.

This improved post and brace is extremely
simple 1n construction and is capable of being
manufactured and put up at the place where
1t 1s to be utilized without the use of other
than the simplest and commonest tools or
implements, such as are to be found on every
farm.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed 1s: -

1. A fence post having a horizontal aper-

ture adjacent to and above the ground-line
and an imeclmed socket in the side thereof a
suttable distance above the ground-line, in

]
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combination with an extensible and adjust-
able tubular brace having its upper end
seatec in the inclined socket, said brace being
composed of two members having right and
left-hand threaded ends connected by a
union consisting of a right and left-hand
threaced sleeve; and a tightening rod ex-
tenuing through the horizontal aperture of
the post and having at one end a hook en-
oaging the lower end of the tubular brace,
and at the other end a nut and washer bear-

ing against the post whereby, by adjusting

tihe union, the length of the tubular brace

may be regulated, and by tightening the
nut the assembled
tightened. _

2. A fence post having a horizontal aper-

ture adiacent to and above the ground-line

and an melined socket 1m the side thereof a

suitable «distance above -the ground-line,

n combination with an extensible and ad-
justable tubuiar brace having its upper end
seatec 1 the 1nelined socket, said brace
being composed of two members having
right and left-hand threaded ends connected

by a union consisting of a right and left-hand

threaced sleeve; and a tightening rod ex-
tencing through the horizontal aperture of
the post and having at one end a hook en-

caging the lower end of the tubular brace,

and at the other end a nut and washer bear-

ing against the post; whereby, by adjusting

the union, the length of the tubular brace
may be regulated, and by tightening the nut
the assembled parts may be securely tight-
ened; and supporting means for the hooked
end of the tightening rod consisting of a
block bedded m the ground, and a plurality
of washers interposed between the block and
the hooked end of the rod. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.
DAVID HOUDYSHELL.
Witnesses:
Levi Mock,
JorN ULECK.
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