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--WmEiFENGE STRETCHER

No 913 384

| Speclﬁce.tmn of Letters Patent

Petented Feb 93 1909

Ongmal appllcatmn ﬂled J; anua.ry 20, 1903, Serw.l No 411 639. Dmded and this apphca.tmn filed August; 18, 1908
i | Senal No. 449,066, |

.To all whom " it may CONCErn -

" Be it known that I, Wirrias Hoprer, a

' | e1t17en of the Umted States and a resident

ot

_ __tlon

10

of Jefferson, in. the county of Greene and.
State of Iowa have invented a new and Im- |
proved Wire- Fence Stretcher, of which the |

following. is a full, clear, and’ exact descrip-

Tms invention. relates to certain improve-
ments in devices for str etching wire fencing
while the latter is bemc secur ed to the fenoe

~ posts,.and relates more particnlarly to the

~mechanism for engaging with one of the

~ pests and with a, chmp secured to the fence

1a

for stretching the latter..
The ob]eot of the invention 1s to pzovme
q reel- -supporting mechanism, which will en-

gage with.any fence post and which may Dbe

- Folded and readily. tranepmted In a col-

20

lapsed or knockdown form.

This apphication’ 15 a division of 1INy
former application, Serial Number 411 639,
filed. January 20, 1908, in which appheatlon

" the elampmg mechamem 1s claimed.

25
. ing drawings, forming a part of this speci-

teference is to be had to the accompany-

ﬁC‘lthI’l In WhICh similar characters of ref-

©erence indicate couespondmﬂ* p‘trta mn qll
- the-figures, and in which—

- 30
- str uction embodying my invention;

1s a vertical section showing in detaﬂ the--
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Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a con-—
Fj_(r

upper reel support, said section being taken
on the line 2—2 of Fig. 3; and Fl% 37s top
plan view of the parts shown in 10, 2.

- In the specific construction of reel-sup-)
- porting” mechanism illustrated, - I- provide:

upper and lower eubstantlelly horizontal

supports 10 and 11, each 1 the form of a

board ‘and each hwmo one end thereof
adapted to engage with a )y fence post 12. The
lower support 11 is adapted to lie divectly
upon the ground and carries a transverse
member 13 secured thereto at substantially

right angles and also adapted to lie adja-
cent the O'round
transverse member 13, there may be pro-

Beneath the ends of the

vided blocks 14, of a thickness equal to the
thickness of the sup

- constitute a firm base. The upper horizontal

-support 10 1s substantlally parallel to the
‘lower support 11 and is normally held at a

R predetermined distance therefrom by a ver-

ff'.55

t;tcal leg or post 15. Thls leg or post 1s

port 11, so thit the sup-
port 11 and the transverse member 13 may

|

hinged at its upper end to the under side of
the suppert 10 and at its lower end 1e.-.-,ts_

directly upon the support 11.

Ad]aeent the outer ends of the two SUp-
ports-10 and 11, £ mount a vertically-dis-

posed - shaft 16, constituting a reel upon

which the cham, cord, or cable 17, leading -
| from the clamp may be wound.

The lowel
end of the shaft or reel fits within, a socket
18 carried by the transverse member 13 in-
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termediate its ends, and the upper end of
the shaft fts within a socket or recess 19 in -

the end of the upper member 10.

mechanism for rotating the same, as, for in-

‘stance, oppoaltely-e‘s;tendmw handles 20 ab
the upper end.. For supporting the outer
end of the upper section 10, I provide oppo-

Ifbmcee 21, pr efelably formed
| from a single rod, and each having its lower

sitely-dispose

The shaft .
or reel may be provided with any suitable

70

end bent at an qngle to constitute a hook -

and inserted through a corresponding eye or

loop 22 carried by The transverse member 18 -

adjacent its ends.

portion 23 which constitutes the upper ends
for both braces, 1s pivoted to the under sur-

face of the support 10. Any suitable pivot-
g means may be employed, but I have

111uetr‘1ted a forked cleat 24, adapted to re-
celve the central portion 93 of the rod be-

tween said cleat and the under surface of the

support 10y and so disposed that the rod w 111
be held 1n posmon by the shaft 16.

In case the post 12 does not extend at
right angles to the plane of the surface of
the or ound I may provide means whereby
the upper upport 10 1s rendered extensible,

The rod at its centra! -

30
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so that both supports may engage with the '

post. As shown, the upper upport 10 1s

provided with a slidable section 10*, which
may % rigidly secured to the main bodx of
the member by bolts 25 extending through a

slot 26. By loosenine the bolts ‘the total
length of the complete uppen member may
be moleaeed or decreased. Ior preventing .
lateral movement of the outer end of the
support 11 and ‘the transverse .member 13,
any suitable fastening means may be pm-
vided, as, for mstance, a pivoted loop 27,

adapted to engage around a peg or stake 08,

98 -
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In connection with this means for applying

tension to the chain, cord or cable 17, I may
provide a brace comprising. mechanism

which includes a diagonal bar 29, havine its
upper end adapted to encfage with the poet,

1143
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a’d’j é,ceht the 'tbp thereof and having, its lower
end adapted to engage with a cleat 30 on a

base-board 81. In applying the bracing
means, the base-board 31 ‘is placed in posi-

tion at a short distance from the post; and

the Erace 29 placed with one end against the
cleat 30 and the other end against the post.
A rope, chain or cable 82 is then secured to

one end of the cleat 30, passed around the
base of the post and secured to the . pposite
end of said: cleat. The mclined bar or

brace 29 may be pressed down at its upper

edd until the cable is as taut as possible. .
Any suitable clamping means may be em-
ployed for engaging with the end of the

wire fencing and adapted to be moved to
streteh the fenciog by the ‘ightening of the
eable 17. " The particular clamping mechan-

wm shown 1s that illustrated and described |-
1n-Gefail 1n the previous application referred
“te above, and a detdil description in this ap-
pitcation is therefore thought to be unneces-

sary. It may be briedy stated that the

claniping mechanism includes two ¢l mping

~members 33 and 34, which are forcéd ato en-

- gagement with each other by the lateral

31

movernent of a bar 35 against lever arms 36.

T'ne vertical box,35 is moved laterally by the

‘tightening-of the cable17.. - . .~ 7
~tiaving -thus described my imvention, I

claim as new
Patent: R _ |
1. A tension-applying means for fence

and aesire to secure by Letters

-stretchers, includine a -horizontal support
having one end-adapted to engage with thie

base of a.fence post, and a transverse mem-

- ber extending at substantially right angles

40

thereto, an upper sopport substantially par-
allel to_the plane of said base and having

one end- adapted to engage with a fence

post, a post pivotally serured to the under

913,384

side of _the upper suppfjrt' and adapted to en-
gage with said first-mentioned support, and
- a vertically-disposed reel or shaft carried by

sald suppdrts.

2. A “tension - applying  means for fence

stretchers, mecluding ‘a horizontal' support
having one end adapted to engage with the
~base of a fence post, an upper support sub-
 stantially parallel to said first-mentioned
support aua having-one end adapted to en-
gage with the fenee post, a post pivotally se-
cured to the under side of the upper suppors

tioned support, a verticaily-disposed reel or
shatt carried by szid supports,

'

4

nad said fence post.

5. A tenston - applying means for fence

strétehers, including a horizontal lower SUD-

port naving-one end adapted to engage with
the base ofa fence post, a transverse mem-
bet extending at right angles thereto, an up-
per support substantially parallel to said
lower support and baving one end adapted
to engage with the fence post, braces pivot-
ally secured to said upper support adjacent
‘1ts outer end and detachably secured to the

-ntermediate said supports adjacent the fence
post for spacing them apart, and a verti-

outer ends of said supports. )
1n testimony whereof I have signed my

two subserioing. witnesses,

WILLIAM HOPPER.

1Vitnesses:
A, . GILLILAND,
P. M. JACKSOX.

e _.L'fi.s'

and adapted to engage with the first-men--

outer engls of said transverse member, means -
cally - disposed reel or shaft adjacent the

‘name to this specification in the presence of

50

. _ and means -
- carried by the upper support for varying the
distance between the upper end of said reel

60
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