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To all whom it may concern.

‘Be it known that 1, WiLLiam DICKINSON,

of Buftfalo, in the county of Lirie and State

of New York, have invented certain new
and useful lmprovements in Locks for Ped-

“estal Extension-Tables, of which the follow-

 Ing 1s a specification.
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My invention relates to locks for pedestal

extension-tables, and it has for its object to
provide a simple, effective and durable de-

~ vice of this kind which will draw the two

15

“sections of the table together so that the ad-

jacent edges thereof will be in contact at
every point and will maintain such relation

until manual effort is exerted to unlock the
- device. -
~ Another object is to so devise the locking-

means that the force applied to draw the
- pedestal-members together 1s at right-angles

20

to the direction of separation, thus assuring
the pedestal-members being brought 1 con-

- tact throughout their length.

e
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A further object 1s the employment of a
locking-element in which a wedging action
is employed to draw the pedestal-members
‘together and retain them in such position.

- Still further objects are to provide a ver-
tically movable locking-element so con-

structed that it will at all times be In proper
position to engage codperating elements on

~ the pedestal-members and will assure a tight
- joint between said members; and to other-

'35

~ wise improve on locking-devices for this
© purpose, now 1n use.
My invention consists 1 the construction,

~arrangement and combination of parts to
~ be hereinafter described and particularly

40
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~ pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings,—Figure 1 1s a vertical
section of a pedestal extension-table taken
in rear of the usual center leg within the
pedestal, to better illustrate the invention.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged top plan view of a por-
tion of the table, the center leg and portions
of the top-members of the table being broken

~away. Fig. 8 is an enlarged horizontal sec-

" tion taken on line 3—3, Fig. 1. Ifig. 4 1s a

50

“side elevation of one of the locking-devices

and a portion of the pedestal-members.
Fig. 5 is an enlarged vertical section through

~the hanger to which the operating-lever 1s
‘secured. - Fig. 6 is a detached perspective
 view of the locking-elements and the draw-
- rods for the same. Fig. 7 1s a perspective
55
- is a perspective view of one of the gmdes.

view of one of the locking elements. Fig. 8

y

-

IFig. 9 is a perspective view of one of the re-
tainers whereby the locking-elements are re-
tained in operative position.

Referring now to the drawings in detail,
like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures.

The reference letter A designates the two
table-sections, comprising top-members B
and pedestal-members C. The table is of
the ordinary construction permitting ex-
tension, and on one table-section my 1im-
proved locking-device is carried, the other
section having simply a pair of guides to
interlock with the locking-element of the
locking-device. For the purpose of better
llustrating my invention, I have omitted
the center-lee which, in tables of this type,
is inclosed within the hollow pedestal
formed by the pedestal-members and car-
ried on the usual bridge-piece D that con-
nects the extension slides E. At the lower
end of the pedestal are the usual spread-
leps I provided to give the table the proper
support, and as these legs are depended
upon to carry the weight of the table, at
least in part, they tend, under the weight
imposed upon their inner ends, to move out-
ward and cause a separation of the pedestal-
members. This not only renders the table
unsteady, but subjects the parts to strain so
that eventually the table will require re-
pairs; moreover, the table is rendered un-
sightly and as an ornamental article of fur-

1 niture is no longer desirable. My improved
' locking-device 1s designed to obviate these

undesirable features and it comprises the
locking-device proper, which I designate (,
and an operating-mechanism H which 1n-
cludes a movement-converter.

The locking-device proper, comprises two
sets of codperating wedge-elements located
within the pedestal at diametrically oppo-
site points, viz:—where the pedestal mem-
bers meet. In cross-section each pedestal
member is semi-cylindrical or substantially
so, and secured to its inner face adjacent the
edges thereof are guides I which may be
cast or stamped from sheet metal. ISach

- ouide has an incurved portion or flange 2

tapered toward its lower end in the manner
of a wedge, and the guides of both pedestal
members are oppositely arranged and bev-
eled so that when they are brought to-
oether, they form a wedge-element whose
inner edges are oppositely tapered. |

Cotperating with the guides I are lock-
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‘other. The long flan
ment 1s held in engagement at all times with
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ing-elements J tapered in a corresponding | taneously serves to- retain the locking-ele-

manner and having outwardly facing re-

curved portions or flanges 7 which engage
the flanges of said guides, one fl
locking-element being shorter than the
lange of each locking-ele-

the complementary flange on the codperat-
g guide and the other flange of each lock-
Ing - element is engaged with its comple-
mentary flange only when the pedestal sec-
trons are drawn together. In order to main-
tain the locking-elements in proper relation

to said guides, the guides codperating with |
the long flanges of the locking-element have

retainers K which embrace the edges of the
locking-elements. '

When the pedestal-members are moved to
oring them in contact, or nearly so, the
locking-elements are drawn upward on the
tapered-guides and securely draw said mem-
bers together so that a separation cannot

tale place at any point in their length, and

to assure a tight joint throughout the
length of the pedestal, the locking-devices
are advisedly positioned about midlength of
the pedestal. In order to separate the table-
sections for enlarging the table by the in-
sertion of one or more table-leaves, the lock-
Ing-elements are lowered until the short
Hanges thereof clear the lower ends of their
cooperating-guides, which breaks all con-
nection between said sections and permits
one section to be drawn awa
other, or both sections to be drawn from the

center leg (not shown). |

- It 1s to be noted that when the locking-

elements are lowered, they become discon-
nected from the guides on one table section,

but remain in engagement with the guides

on the other table section, as clearly shown
m Kig. 4;
tained by the retainers K. In this manner,

the locking-elements are at all times held in.

proper position, so that when the table-sec-
tions are moved together, the locking-ele-

ments will positively lock into the disen-

gaged guides and by reason of each pair of
gmides forming a wedge, the sections are
tightly drawn together when the locking-
elements are drawn upward. Although the
wedging of the guides within the locking:-

elements will positively lock the table-sec-
tions together, some means should be pro--

vided to prevent accidental disengagerment
of the locking-elements, particularly when
moving the table about or transporting the
same. '
Thus far, I have given a detailed descrip-
tion of the locking-device only, but as these
are confined within the pedestal of the table,

I have devised simple actuating-mechanism

which permits” of actuating the locking-
device from an accessible point and simul-

ange of each

y from the

such engagement being main-

—— =

i ——

ments in locked position. Said actuating-
mechanism comprises an operating-lever 1.
which 1s terminally pivoted to a hanger M
secured to the under side of one of the top-
membpers of the table and from its pivotal
pont exiends out to the edge of the table-

‘top.  waid lever is forked at its inner end_

and between its ends one terminal of a hoxi-
zontal 1‘{3{1 N is plj?otally secured.
extends mward to a point over the pedestal
where 1t is pivotally connected to a move-
ment converter O in the form of a square
at The rod N 15 nivotallv ' fad t
plate. The rod N is pivotally connectad to

one corner of said plate and the. latter is

pivotally secured at its opposite corner to
the table-section carrying it, as at P. To a

third corner of said plate vertically-movable

rods B are pivotally secured and extend
down to the locking-elements J to which
they are secured. Said vertically movable
rods are formed of a single piece of wire
bent between its ends where it is passed
through the said plate. :

ward, the rod N is caused to move horizon-
tally which, by reason of its connection with
the vertically-movable rods R, causes the

locking-elements to be lowered so that the-
short flanges thereof become disengaged:
with their codperating guides. The table

ections may then be separated to permit the

insertion of an additional table-leat or

leaves, as may be desired. When the table
18 to be reduced in size to bring the pedestal
members together, the additional leaf or

leaves are removed, the table-sections forced

together, and the operating handle swung
up Into normal position, whereupon a reverse

action of the device takes place to cause the

locking-elements to be drawn up into wedg-

Said rod

1on When grasping the
operating-lever and forcing the same down-

65

70

79

8()

89

90

90

100

105

ing engagement with their =~ codperating

guides. It is to be noted that when the
operating-lever is swung inte normal posi-
tion, the pivotal point of connection of the
rod N to sald lever is moved beyond the
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" dead-center ”, thus assuring a secure lock-

ing together of the table-sections.
Any other common mechanical contriv-

ance or device for changing the direction of

movement may be inserted between rod N
and rods R so that the latter are caused to
move at right-angles to the rod N. -

1aving thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s,— |

I. In a pedestal extension-table, the com-
bmation with the table-sections, each com-
prising a top-member and a pedestal-mem-

ber, of two pairs of tapered guides secured

to the pedestal-members, one guide of each
pair being secured to each pedestal-member,
and a rectilinearly-movable locking-element
engaging each of said pairs of guides to lock
the table-sections together, each of said lock-
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| ingQ'elemént_s 'bei_ng held at all times 1n en-
‘oagement with one guide of the pair which

it engages.
9. In a pedestal extension-table, the com-
bination with the table-sections comprising

‘top-members and pedestal-members, of two

pair of guides having oppositely-directed

~ tapered flanges, one guide of each pair being

1o PApRRRAL AV :
" guides having opposed flanges engaging be-

secured to each pedestal-member, and a
tapered locking-element for each pair of
hind the flanges of said guides, one of the
langes of each locking-element being shorter

than the other.

3. In a pedestal extension-table, the com-
bination with the table-sections comprising

~ top-members and pedestal-members, of two

~ venting the disengagement of said locking-

“pair of guides having oppositely-directed
- tapered flanges, '
secured to each
~locking-element for each pair of guides hav-
ing opposed flanges engaging behind the

one guide of each pair being
edestal-member, a tapered

flanges of said guides, and means for pre-

3

elements from one of their codperating

ouides.

4, In a pedestal extension-table, the com-
bination with the table-sections comprising
top-members and pedestal-members, of two
pair of guides having oppositely-directed
tapered flanges, one guide of each pair being
secured to each pedestal-member, a tapereﬁ
locking-element for each pair of guldes hav-
ing opposed flanges engaging behind the
flanges of said guides, one of the flanges of
each locking-element being longer than the
other, and means for preventing the disen-
oagement of the long flange of said locking-
element from the flange of the guide en-
oaged thereby.

In testimony whereof I have afiixed my
sionature in the presence of two subseribing

Witnesse_s.
WILLIAM DICKINSON.

Witnesses:
Enin NEUHART,
Frra C. PLUECKHAHN.
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