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To all whom 1 may concern.

Be it known that I, HENRY J aMmus COLLIS,
a citizen of the United States, and resicent
of Taunton, in the county of Bristol and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
toin new and useful Improvements in Ankle
Supports and Protectors, of which the fol-

Jlowing is a specification.

‘his invention relates to devices for sup-
porting and protecting ankles, and it has
snecial relation to devices of this class which
are designed for use in athletic sports.

The o%ject of my invention is to provide
a simple and improved ankle support and
protector in which variable use of the stiffen-
media, to adapt the device to the ankle

conditions and desires of the individual user,

. is conveniently enabled without disturbing

the stitching and such insertible and detach-
able stiffening media is more conveniently

" gecured and retained in active position, and
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which will furthermore possess advantages
in point of ease and comfort, convenience,
simplicity, adaptability, effectiveness and

general efliclency.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view illustrating the appearance of the de-
vice when in use. Fig. 2 is a perspective
view illustrating the inside features of the
device. Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view,
taken on the line z—z, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a
detail sectional view, taken on the hine y—v,

" Fig. 2. Fig. 5 15 a detail sectional view,
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taken on the line z—z, ¥ig. 2.

Corresponding parts in all tlie figures are

~ denoted by the same reference characters.
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the body-

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates
ortion, which is constructed of
soft vpliable material, such as leather or a
suitable fabric. The body-portion coinprises
two half pgrtions forming sides, 2—2; ar-
ranged to'stirround the ankle of the wearer

“and a bottom portion, 3, extending aroun

the heel and beneath the instep of the foot.

The half portions of the body 1 may be con- |
nected by a seam, 4, at the back and beneath

the bottom, when the body-portion is con-
structed in two pieces as herein shown, but it,
is obvious that the body-portion may be con-
structed in a single piece, in which case the

 seam 4 would 'oxﬁy‘ext_end at the back, and

under some circumstances of use, especially
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when a high shoe is worn over the device,
the hreel part of the bottom portion 3 may be
cut away, but this heel part is-especially

| ATe provided )

worn over the device, to prevent undue pres-

sure of the top edge of the counter against
the heel of the wearer and wear of the stock-
ing at that point. It will be understood that
supporting and protecting devices of this
character are, in their usual employment in
athletic sports, worn inside the shoe and over

the stocking, but under some circumstances.

of use the device may be worn beneath the
stocking or otherwise employed as may be
preferred by the user.

Fastening means are provided at the front
edges of the sides 2, which means preferably
consist of a lacing, as at 5, passing through
eyelets, B, in said side portions. The mner
faces of the side portions 2 ave reinforced by

L

pleces Or striFS, 7—7, likewise of pliable or

soft material, such as leather or a suitable

fabric, and said pieces 7 preferably extend
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over the whole inner face of the sides from -

the back seam 4 to the front eyeclet edges,
in which case a double thickness exists at the
eyelets. -

Between the sides 2 and inside pieces 7
_ series of pockets, 8, at the
portion of the device which contacts with
the ankle of the wearer, these pockets being
preferably parallel and extending upwardly

from the bottom portion 3 to the top part

of the sides. These pockets may be con-

veniently formed by stitching, as at 9, and

are closed at their bottom, as at 10, and open
.at their- top, '

as at 11. In these open-to
pockets are insertibly and detachably place
strips of stiffening media, 12, which pref-
erably correspond to the interior arca of the
pocket and may be constructed of any suit:-
able or adapted material. The top edge of
the pocketed portion of the inside pieces 7
is preferably cut away, as at 14, so that the
top ends of the stiffening media 12 will con-
veniently
facilitate
the stiffening media. . -

From the top edge of each of the sides 2
projects a flexible fiap, 15, which 1s prefer-
ably integral with the piece of leather or
other material constituting the outer por-
tion of the sides. These flaps 15 are adapted
to project downwardly within the top por-
tion of the device and cover the open-to
ends 11 of the pockets 8 and the to endg

%‘Oject (as shown in Fig. 2).to
. . »
the insertion and withdrawal of
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of the insertible and detachable sta lening

media 12, and thus form a closure for the
pockets, whereby the stiffening media 18

desirable when an Oxford or low shoe 1s to be | effectively retained within the pockets dui-
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their downwardly-ax
and o ensble such securi
withoul special supplementary
means or Dy the ssme {asiening means which
operate 1o secure the devies it
tﬁﬂ'fmnt edge of the flan-is provided with an
eye or pertoratiom, 17, registering with ons
o1 the eyelsts 6 at the front edge of the sids
portion 2, whereby the iscing 5, when
passed through both the eyelsts & and the

serve the doubls office
of a Iastening means for ths device and for
“Ihe provision of means whersby
ap is fastened by engagement with the
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festening devices for the device itself not

only results in a simple and inexpensive con-
struction but enables the fastening of both
the device itself and the flap by one operation.

4n inside back - strip, 18, is preferably |
provided to bridge the space between the
rear adjoining edges of the insids pieces 7 of
the side portions 2 at the back seam 4, this

back-strip 18 being formed of thin flexibls
fabric or material and being adapted to pro-
vide a smooth inner surface at the seem 4.
{he strip 18 is preferably secured by stitch-

ing, and when the body of the devies includes

the neel part of the botiom portion (as

nerein illustrated) and is constructed in two |

_ ‘ rojecting closing |
‘postlion, swrrounding ths leg of ths wesrer |
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through the hottom portion 3,
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fastening strip 18 is preferably extended to

cover the seam 4 in the bottom portion, as
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suriace at the jpunction of the side agoe of
thie tongue and ths inside pisce 7. The ex-
tension 21 being at the central portion of the
side edoe of t}

porticns of the tongue are left fres, as at 23,
thus enhaneing the Jexibility ©f the tongue

and alse enabling the operation of the front

projection of the top of the tongue
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v tno front edge; in which slit is in-
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6 will be understood that the various
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tongus could be correspondingly arranged

~with its extension 21 projecting between the

main portion of the side 2 and the piece 7.

The coperatien and advantages of my.-in-

vention will be readily understood by those

for which the device is adapted. The im-
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famibiar with the athletic arts and the uses

proved construction provides the meximum

ot comfort, convenience and simplicity, and
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enables & wide variable employment of the .

+

conditions and circumstances. o
2b0ve set torth. = e e TR
B desceribed my- inventim, I

Having thus
4 . ;- "..-;.. 1 ‘! '1.*. I-..-"';u" '
aloim sad desiva

to secure by Letters Patent:

E&rﬁ cular
uge, as.

125

L. An improved ankle support and pro-
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nile-pearing media detachably and inserti-

of -the class described, comprising a-
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bly mounted in said pockets, means for
closing said pockets, and fastening means
for securing the device in position upon the
foot of the wearer, said fastening meansalso
engaging the elosing means for said pockets,
whereby said fastening means conjointly se-
cures both the device and the pocket-closing
means In position. '
2. An improved ankle support and ‘pro-
. tector:-of the class deseribed, comprising a
flexible body-portion having sides for sur-
rounding the ankle and open pockets m said
sides for containing ankle-bearing media and
{laps at the top edge of said sides and pro-
jecting downwardly over the open ends of
said pockets, fastening means at the front

—r————ay aml — ma EmamE

of said sides, a supnlementary piece extend-

F5
A

ing over the face of the side and provided
with a slit adjacent the front of the side, ana
a tongue having an extension at the central
portion of one of its side edges, said exten-
sion being inserted and secured between the
side and the supplementary face piece and

said tongue having a free portion projecting.

beyond said side-edge extension and adja-

cent the front ends of the faps.

" In testimony whereof I have signed my
name in the presence oi the tgubscrltlllg wit-
nesses.

HENRY JAMES COLIAS.

Wi tnesses: _
RAaTE A. (FALLIGAN,
JouN 1. ilLpRrIipan.
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