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To all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Joux HrErMANN, citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new

and useful 'Im%)rovements i Match-Serving

~ .Boxes, of which the following is & specifica-
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This mvention relates to match-serving
boxes, and belongs to that class of devices
employed for serving matches or toothpicks
one at a time, taking them from a number
within the box and passing them to the ex-
terior where they may be readily reached

by hand.

The object of this invention is the produc--

tion of a serving box of the nature set forth,

~and having parts of special construction and
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particular arrangement by which it is believed

the matches are more certainly and con-

venlently served, one at a time, and are held
when served ian position to be more easily
taken by the hand, than is done by any like
serving box with which I am acquainted.
The construction and arrangement of parts

~constituting this mvention are illustrated in

30

‘the accompanying drawings, of which—

- Figure 1 represents a plan view of the
mner and flat hinged hid of the box, and
shows the form of the slot through the lid.

- Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the box in the

35

direction’ of its width and shows the box
closed, and the sliding match-server entirely
within the box. Fig. 3 is a vertical section on
line —=z of Fig. 2, the match-server being
shown within the box. Fig. 4 is a vertical
section similar to that of Fig. 2 showing the

- cover and inner lid of the box raised, and the

z—zx of Kig
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match-server drawn partly out of the box.
Fig. 5 represents a vertical section on line
_ . 2, showing the match-server
partly withdrawn. Fig. 6 is a vertical sec-
tion of a modified form of this invention,
with the box raised, and Tig. 7 is a like
section showing the box lowered. |
The same letters of reference designate the

same parts'in the description and drawings.

~ The body of the box A is provided with an
outer cupped cover B and an inner flat lid or
partition C, both being pivotally connected

-with the body of the box by the hinge a.

The spring catch D holds the cover B closed

- against the force of the spring b tending to
throw it open. The lug upon the interior of

bd

- marked %’. When the catch is operated by | nal additions% and £’ resulting in the false bot-

the cover arranged to engage the catch is

e e r—

¢ and ¢ .

the pushbutton d, the spring throws the
cover open, but does not affect the fiat id C
which remains normally in the position illus-
trated m Fig. 2. The flat lid C may be
opened as shown in Fig. 4 to refill the box
with matches. Near its narrower sides the

. box has two vertical, transverse partitions

K and K’ provided with corresponding slots
A match server or picker slide I
works up_and down through a slot ¢’ in the

bottom of the box, its path being between

the partitions E and E’. The regular loca-
tion of the match server I is within the box,
as shown 1n IFig. 2, and it is held thus by the
springs G and G’ which are attached to &)ilhs

€,

g and ¢’ that pass through slots ¢ an

already mientioned, and are secured to the
match server. The springs are constructed
to draw the match server ¥ within the box
until the cupped base or extra bottom I is
in contact with the real bottom of the box,
and the springs retain the match server
yieldingly within the box as will be readily
understood. The matches are held within
the box upon a downwardly inclined or
curved false bottom formed by the internal
additions ¢* and ¢* to the walls of the box.
It 1s thought to be clear that by reason . of
such construction should there be but a sin-
cle match remaining in the box, it will

eravitate to the middle of the false bottoimn. .

To operate the preferred form of this in-
vention shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, the
base or extra bottom H is grasped and drawn
downwardly, which lowers the prongs f and

S’ of the match server until those prongs oc-

cupy the recesses a* and @® in the false bot-
tom. Any match or matches within the
box are moved out of the way by the prongs
as they descend. When the prongs are in
their lowest positions a match stick falls into
them, and by permitting the springs to re-
turn the base into contact with the bottom
of the box, the match is passed upwardly
through the slot ¢ in the flet lid C, and may
be readily taken from the 'Frongs after the
cover B 1s thrown up as alreadyexplained.
The slot ¢ 1s shown to be of proper form to

allow the prongs and the match to pass
through the id. '

Figs. 6 and 7 illustrate a modification f -
The match server ¥ is not

e~ .
this imvention.

provided with springs, and the base H’ is i:1-

tended to rest upon a table or other con-

venlent support. The box K has the inter-
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~ invention is mechanically the same as that
~described for the preferred form, with the |

- | i o - . . i
exception that in separating the box and ;
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- Having now described my invention and
‘explained the mode of its operation, what L
25 -claim 18— | ' |
& box having an opening at its top, the said
‘box having a slot .through its bottom, the
~said box having an internal false bottom pro-
vided-with a slot corresponding with the slot

30

- false bottom being constructed downwardly

normal position of the top of the mateh
-gerver 1s as shown in Fig. 7, that 1s to say, 1t
extends slightly .above the box K, and be-
{tween the upwardly inclined plates I and M

into contact with the base. When the box

the box the match is rendered within reach
for the reason as stated, the ends of the

against the bottom of the box, and springs
contained in the box for yieldingly holdin

the match server within the box, the said
match server being constructed and arranged |
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tom with the convergent shape asin the form |
above described. In this modifivation, the

that constitute the top of the box. 'The
plate M swings upon the hinge m thus per-
mitting access to the inside of the box for |

filling it with matches. "

'The operation of the modified form of this

base, it is the hox that is moved and not the
base, and the weight of the box returns it

is raised a'match falls into the grooved upper
ends of the mateh server, and upon lowering

mateh server project slightly above the box.

1. In a serving box, the combination with

1

in the said bottom, the portions of the ssid

cbuvergent towards its slot, a match server
agepted to be given a reciprocating move-
ment in the said slots, a base attached to the

mateh server and a‘,cfapted'to come to rest |

912,
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£0 ‘_pm{;&ct above the said opening at the top
of-the box when the said base and bottom are

together, the portions of the match server

thus projecting being constructed to receive
and hold a match stick and a cupped cover

j ' . |
. movably connected with the box and adapt-

ed to cover 4he portions of the match server
projecting above the box, substantially as
described. o o S

- 2. In a serving box, the combination with
a box having a slot in its bottom, of & match
server movable in the said slot, a cupped
cover and a flat Iid arranged below the said

cover and having a slot adapted to permit

the passage of the match server and a match,
the sald match server when in its innermost

position having portions prolecting above

the flat lid and constructed to hold a match

between the said lid and the said cupped

cover, substantially as desecribed.
3. In a serving box, the combination with

09

‘& box having a slot 1n ifs bottom, of a match .-

server movable in the said slot, a cupped

cover and a flat lid arranged below the said

cover and having a slot adapted to permit
the passage of the match server and a match,

! the said: match server when in its innermost.

position, having portions projecting above

the flat lid and constructed to hold & match
between the said lid and the said cupped -

cover, and.springs contained by the box and
arranged to yieldingly hold the said match
server i its said innerinost position, sub-
stantially as described. | -
~ In testimony whereof 1 aliix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.-
' | -~ JOHN HERMANN.

- Witnesses: . S
. ALEX ROSEN,
Brssie Rospx.
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