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Lo all whom it wmay concern:

Be it known that I, Perer F. Deur, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Hinsdale, in the county of Dupage and State |
of 1llinois, have invented a certain new and |
useful Improvement in Burial - Vaults, of
which the following is a full, clear, concise,
and exact description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification.

My invention relates to burial vaults,
and contemplates an improved construction
thereof.

My invention relates particularly to ce-
ment formed burial vaults, which fit into
graves and which receive the burial casket.
In vaults of this kind, metallic reinforcing
frames are first constructed and then cement
applied, the cover being sealed to the vault
body after the burial casket has been placed
therein.

My invention involves detalls of construc-
tion and arrangement which will give
greater strength and lasting qualities, be-
sides making the vault lighter. The im-
proved manner in which I seal the cover
and body parts together renders the vault
absolutely air and water tight.

- In the accompanying drawings, my 1n-
vention is clearly illustrated:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com-
plete burial vault; Fig. 2 is a sectional view
taken on plane 2--2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 shows
the reinforcing structure for the vault body ;
F1g. 4 shows the reinforcing structure for
the cover, and Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional
view, showing the manner of sealing the

cover to the body part.

The body part 1 comprises the metallic
reinforcing structure 2, shown in Fig. 3,
about which the cement 3 is molded. The
cover 4 comprises the reinforcing structure
5, about which cement 6 is molded. The
reinforcing structure for the body part 1s
shown in Fig. 3. It comprises the upper
and lower rectangular horizontal frames 7T
and 8, and the vertical frames 9 and 10, con- |
nected together at the inner sections. Ver-
tical connecting members 12 may, if desired,
be applied at suitable intervals. The rec- |
tangular reinforcing cage thus formed is
placed in molds and the cement applied, and
these molds may be such as to give any orna-
mental design.

As shown in Fig. 2, the base of the body .
part and the sections along the top and bot-

—

tom of the side walls are thicker than the
intervening parts, and the vault can, there-
tore, be made very light, as all surplus ce-
ment not necessary to produce strength can
be eliminated. The reinforcing frame for
the cover is shown in Fig. 4, and comprises
the horizontal rectangular frame 13, con-
nected by the vertical frames 14 and 15.
The supporting structure thus formed is
placed 1n suitable molds and the cement ap-
plied thereto, and these molds can also be
such as to give ornamental design and to
cause the cross sections at the various places
to be such as to give the proper strength
with the least weight. The cover is prefer-
ably arched, as shown, to give greater
strength and also to act as a water shed.
As shown in Fig. 4, a simple means for
providing lifting handles or eyes 16 for the
cover 1s shown. The material of which the
remforcing cages are formed is preferably
in the form of round iron rods, and when
the vertical frames 14 and 15 are formed,
loops are bent therein which form the lift-
g handles or eyes 16. These handles may
extend above the surface of the cover, or

' may be below the surface, and the cement

cut away a suflicient distance so that the
hand or lifting hooks can be inserted under
the handles. The same scheme can be ap-
glied for the body part. Loops 17 can be

ormed in the horizontal part of the frames
9 and 10, and within the body part, or loops
18 can be formed in the vertical parts of the
frames 9 and 10 at the outside of the body
part, and these loops can also be within the

- outer surface of the cement or extend beyond

the surface.

In Figs. 2 and 5, the connection between
the cover and body part is shown. A fter
the body part has %een molded, and before
the cement has set, a rectangular frame of
round iron is placed on the upper edge 19
of the body part and squeezed into the cement
to form a semi-circular groove 20 in said
top edge. After the cement has set, the
rectangular frame is removed. Now, when
the cover is molded, the mold frames are
placed over the body part so that the cover
will be molded in its proper position with
reference to the body part, this beling done
mainly for the purpose of having the cement
flow into the groove 20. Before the cement
for the cover part is poured in, parting
powder of any kind is sprinkled over the
edge of the body part, and when the cement
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for the cover part has become thoroughly
set, the cover part can be removed. Lhe

cover being thus molded in place on the body |
part, the edge of the cover will have a tongue - _ . | :
' cach formed of a single piece of metallic

21 which exactly and intimately fits m the
oroove 20, and the edge sections adjacent
the tongue will also intimately fit at all
points against the edge of the body part
acdjacent the groove 20.  Thus, no matter

how often the cover is removed from the | ¢ |
Cinforeing structure, cement molded about

body part, if it is re-applied 1 the same
relative position with respect to the body
part, there will always be accurate and 1n-

tiinate engagenient between the edges and

the tongue will always fit intimately 1o the

oroove. To insure absolute air tightness, 1

prefer to apply a paste furned of litharge |
" zontal frame 8 formed of a single piece of

atdd oil to the engaging surfuces betore the
cover is applied. This paste will fill every
crack and aperture that might be left De-
tween the engaging surfaces after the cover
is applied, and this paste also quickly har-

dens. The vault can, if desired, be painted, |
" horizontal frames, cement molded about

both on the outside and inside, or given any
other finish. either decorative or preserva-
tive.

[ thus provide a very strong, dnrable,
light, and absolutely air tight and water
and vermin proof burial vault, and I desive
to secure the following claims by l.etters
Patent:

i. ITn a burial vault of dhe class de-
seribed, a reinforcing structure for the
body part comprising a lower rectangular
horizontal frame of a single piece of metallic
rod, an upper rectangular horizontal frame
formed of a single piece of metallic rod, &
plurality of vertical frames each formed of
2 single piece of metallic rod and secured
to the horizontal frame at the ends thereof,
sections of the base parts of the vertical
frames being bent to form loops by means
of which the structure can be raised, and
cement material applied about and em-
bedding said structure.

9. In a burial vault of the class described, |

—n ="

012,007

a lower rectangular horizontal frame formed
of u single piece of metallic rod, an upper
rectangular horizontal frame formed of a
single piece of metallic rod, vertical frames

rod and extending vertically and horizon-
tally beiween the upper and lower horizontal
frames and secured thereto, Intermediate
strengthening members conneeting the upper
and lower frames, said frames forming a re-

and embedding said frame members, said
vertical frame members being bent at vari-
ous parts to form loops by means of which
the structure may be carried.

3. In a burial vault of the class described,
the combination of a lower rectangular hori-

metallic rod, an upper horizontal frame 7
formed of a single piece of metallic rod,
vertical frames 9 and 10 secured to the
ends of the horizontal frame, intermediate
strengthening members 12 secured to the

and embedding the frames to form the vault,
loops 17 bent 1n the horizontal part of the
vertical frames and extending upwardly
above the vault floor, and loops 18 bent 1n

the vertical parts of the vertical frames.

4. In a burial vault of the class described,
a Lorizontal frame formed of a single piece
of metallic rod, U-shaped vertical frames
each formed of a single piece of metallic
rod secured at its ends to the ends of the
horizontal frame, cement molded about and
embedding the frames to form a rectangular
compartment, and loops bent in the vertical
frames and projecting beyond the cement,
by means of which loops the structure may
be lifted.
In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe
my name this 16th day of July, A. D. 1908.
PETER F. DEHR.
Witnesses:
Lroxarp W. NOVANDER,
Jouax C. MicHAEL.
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