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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that 1, Georer L. Krover, a | ¢
thereby will move towards the stationary

citizen of the United States, residing at Poca-
hontas, in the county of Bond and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Wire-Stretching Appli-

ances; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to new and useful ini-
provements in wire stretching appliances and
more particularly to that class adapted to be

used for stretching woven wire along a line |

of fence and my object is to provide means
for quickly attaching the streteching device
to the strands of woven wire.

A further object is to provide means for
anchoring the stretcher to a stationary ob-
ject and a still further object is to provide
means for winding the anchoring device
whereby the stretching device will be moved
towards its anchorage and the wire stretched.

Other objects and advantages will be
hereinafter referred to and more particu-
larly pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings which are
made a part of this application, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the stretching device,
showing the same applied to use, and, Kig. 2
1S & detail transverse sectional view through
the stretching bar and wire-engaging mech-
anism carried thereby.

Referring to the drawings in which similar
reference numerals designate corresponding
parts throughout the several views, 1 indi-
cates a frame, which is preferably U-shaped
and has mounted in its free ends a shaft 2,
which shaft extends through the parallel
portions of the frame 1 and has secured to
1ts outer ends, cranks 3, through the medium
of which power may be applied to the shaft
and the shaft rotated.

Fixed to the shaft 2 between the parallel
ends of the frame 1 are disks 4 and 5, which

disks, in connection with the shaft 2, form a
an anchoring chain or

spool upon which
cable 6 1s adapted to be wound, one end of
the chain being fixed to the spool in any pre-
ferred manner, while the opposite end there-
of is adapted to be secured to a stationary
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object, whereby when the chain is wound
on the spool, the frame and parts curried

object to which the chain is secured.

the peripheral edge of the disk 5 is pro-
vided with a plurality of ratchet teeth 7,
with which is adapted to engage the pawl 8

| carTled by the frame 1, the object of said

pawl and teeth being to hold the spool
against reverse rotation while the stretehing
operation is being performed.

Fixed to the closed end of the frame 1 is a
clevis 9, through which is adapted to be in-
serted a stretching bar 10, on which are
placed a plurality of arms 11, the forward
ends of sald arms being bent at right angles
and in position to engage the forward edge of
the bar 10, the arms being fixed to the bar
by introducing bolts 12 through the arms and
the bar. :

The rear ends 13 of the arms 11 are curved
and the curved portions are provided witiy
substantially V-shaped or tapered slots 14,
with which are adapted to engage the hori-
zontal wires 15 of the woven fence and by
placing the curved ends of thearms immedi-
ately in the rear of one of the vertical wires
16 of the fence and moving the horizontal
wires inwardly until the tapered walls of the
slot engage the wires, the woven fence will
be securely held in engagement with the
arms, whereby when the anchoring chain is

- wound upon the spool, the strands of woven

wire will be moved longitudinally and
stretched, 1t being understood of course that

one end of the section of woven wire is an-

chored to a post or other object.
As my improved stretching device is

formed of but very few parts, it will be seen

that 1t can be very cheaply constructed and
used for stretching various lengths of wire,
either woven or in separate strands and it
will likewise be seen that the stretching de-
vice can be very readily applied to use and
moved from point to point as occasion may
require. -

What I claim is:

In a stretching appliance, the combination
with a frame and means thereon to move
sald frame bodily; of a bar, means on the
frame to engage said bar and a plurality of
arms fixed to the bar, the forward ends of
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the arms overlap‘[;ing and engaging the for-
ward edge of the bar and the rear ends of the
arms being curved and provided with tapered
slots with which are adapted to engage
strands of wire, said rear ends having their
slotted curved portions extending laterally
beyond the line of said bar.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
GEORGE L. KRODER.

Witnesses:
SIMON BROWN,
J. W. Lone. .
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