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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, CmarLes H. ScHor-
BAcH, a citizen of the United States, of
Aurora. in the county of Kane and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Corsets; and I do
hereby declare that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. '

This invention relates to an improved con-
struction in the rear margins of the two
halves of a corset, designed to provide lacing
holes for the back lacings of the corset with-
out the employment of metallic eyelets for
the said lacing holes.

To this end a corset constructed 1n accord-
ance with my invention 1s provided at the
rear margin of each of the sides or seections
thereof with two parallel stay-piece pockets
and stiffening strips or bones therein, and a
strip of inelastic woven fabrie, having
therein lacing holes provided with selvage
edges, said strip being stitched to the stay-
piece pockets at both sides thereof and
forming a strong and inelastic connection be-
tween said stay-piece pockets, by which the
strain or pull of the lacing strings is trans-
mitted from the outer or marginal stay-
piece pocket to the body portion of the cor-
set.

The invention may be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 i1s a view 1n vear elevation of
portions of a back of a corset made 1n ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is an
enlarged perspective view showing in detail
the construction of the parts constituting
my invention. Iig. 3 1s a view very much
enlarged of a portion of the lacing hole
strip. Xig. 4 is a view in cross-section of the
parts shown 1n Fig. 2, the section being
taken through one of the lacing holes. Kig.
5 1s a perspective view of a fragment of the
margin of one of the sections of the corset
showing a modified construction thereotf.
Fig. 6 1s a cross-section of the parts shown
n g, 5. '

As shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4, A indicates
the main part of the corset. B indicates a
lacing-stay pocket formed on the margin
thereof, and C a separate stay-pocket ar-
ranged paralilel with the pocket B. D indi-

| cates a lacing-hole strip jomned to the stay-

pockets B and C and which, between the
said stayv-pockets, are formed lacing holes
d. L indicates a lacing string which 1s
threaded through the lacing holes. B! and
C? indicate stay strips m the pockets 1B and
C, respectively.

The lacing-hole strip D consists of closely
woven fabric formed by interwoven longi-
tudinal and transverse threads or strands, and
having lacing holes ¢ formed therein during
the operation of weaving 1 such manner
that the holes have selvage edges. Said

| strip will be formed or woven on a Jacquard

or like loom, and in such manner that the
transverse strands which are transversely
in line with or intersect the side oif said
openings or lacing holes, are looped and car-
ried back from the margins of the lacing
holes, thus forming the selvage edges above
referred to. The strip thus woven with
transverse longitudinal threads is laterally

inelastic, and adapted to withstand the

strain brought on the outer margin thereof
through the tension of the lacing strings
without yielding or stretching; this result
being due to the closely woven character of
the fabric, and the fact that one set of the
strands composing the same extends trans-
versely of the strip. The lacing holes, made
in the manner described, are rounded or oval
in form so as to permit the lacing strings to
be easily inserted therethrough and to move
freely through the same in drawing up the
strings for tightening the corset. In con-
nection with the lacing hole strip having
such rounded or oval lacing holes, the fabric
constituting the stay pockets B and C 1s se-
cured by stitching to the lacing hole strip,
with their adjacent edges closely adjacent to
the opposite sides of said lacing holes, so
that the space between said stay pockets is
wide enough only for the lacing holes. By
this construction the fabric of the lacing
strip is secured firmly to the fabric of the
stay pockets at both sides of the lacing holes,
and the strain of the lacing strings 1s trans-
mitted directly to the inner edges of the mar-
oinal stay pockets C, and will therefore have
little or no effect to distort or draw out of
shape the fabric of said lacing hole strip 1n
its parts adjacent to the holes therem. In
the preferred construction of the corset
shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the said strip D
1s made wide enough to extend beneath or
overlap both of the stay-pockets B and C,
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separated lines of stitches thereby
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2

and the stays B* and ' therein, and said
strip is secured to both stay-pockets and the
stays by two lines of stitches 0 6* and ¢ ¢

extending along the OPPOblte sides of the

sald stay strips.
In the preferred arrangement oi the parts

shown 1n Ifigs. 1 to 3, l,he fabric constituting
the body part A 1s folded back upon itselt
as shown at ¢ m Iig. 2, and 1its marginal
part 1s then folded over the part A an d the
tolds a a* are then secured to each other and
to the body A by the lines ot stitches b 01
so as to form the pocket B for the stay B*;

the inner marginal pavt of the lacing ‘hole

and o', with the stay-strip, and being en-
caged or Secured by both of the lines of
stitches & 0.
ferred to, moreover, the pocket C 1s formed
by a snwle plece or strip of cloth which 1s
folded af its center and embraces the stay-
strip and the outer marginal part of the lac-
mg-hole strip D; the margins of said folded
%trlp being secured toaefhel and to the lac

1ng hole Strlp by the lme of stitches ¢ T*l”ille
the folded outer mar o of the strip is se-
cured to the lacing hole strip D by the hine
of stitches ¢*. By the construction above de-

scribed the stay-hole strip D 1s firmly se-

cured to the body of the co**ﬂ-et and to the
stay-pockets and stay-stiips, by the four
oIVING
great strength and durability to the mar-
ginal pait of the corset section.

In Igs. 5 and 6, I have shown a some-
what different form of construction, em-

bodymﬂ my invention, in which a 1110111“- |

hole strip D of inelastic mater 1al, constit utes
the mner side or face or mar 0111.;11 part of the

corset. In this 1nstance, the stay - strip
pocket B 1s Tormed by merely extending the
marginal part ot the body A over the stay-
‘StI‘lp B* and securing its outer margin to

strip D being Inserted between the folds « :

As shown in the figures re-

Irar—r——r——— — e — ke e e remrarn
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strip D by 1111es o1 stitches 61 vhlle the stay-
strip pocket C 1s formed by a strip of cloth

apphed over the stay-strip C* and secured at

both of its margins to the outer face or mar- -

- ginal part of said stay strip D by Iines of

stltchecs ¢ ¢,
The features of construction constituting

my imvention may be applied to form hcmg
holes, without the use of metal eyelets, at

ANY palt of or place 1 a corset, corset waist,

or other like garment, Where such hcmo'

holes are requir red. As for instance, it may
be used 1n connection with corsets i which

 the back and sides are made in one piece and

lacing strings are used to connect clasp strips
at front of corset with the body portion
thereof and 1t may be likewise used 1n

ases where lacing strings are used to join

the front edges of COTS ot waists or the hike,

or lacing strmﬂ% are used to adjust the size
of a corset or the like at the hips.
I claiin as my invention :—

The combination with a corset body hav-

ing two parailel stay-strip pockets and stay-
strlps therein, of a lacing hole strip secured
to and ]01111110 sald pocliets the lacing-hole
Stl‘lp being made of closely woven, inelastic
tabric fmcl provided with lacing-holes hav-
ng selvage edges, said 1301110‘-11018 strip over-
Llpplﬂﬂ at both margins the said stay-strip
pockets and being secured to both margins
of said poclkets at opposite sides of the s h;ta3r-

strips therein by lines of stitches.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my mvention I affix my signature in pres-

- ence of witnesses, this 17 th ch) of Feb-

ruary A. D. 1906.
CHARLES H. SCHOPBACH

Witnesses:
M. E.f PLAIN?
KFrank . Praiw,

S, N. ApEers.
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