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To all whom 1t may concern.: |
Be 1t known that I, Tromas C. McPaER-
SON, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Beaver Falls, in the county of Beaver and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Mat, of which the following is a

specification.

This invention -relates to metallic mats

~ formed of strips, and the Erincipal object 1s

1s character with
revent its becoming mis-
shapen or injured, said means adding rigid-

to provide a structure of t

1ty to the mat and preventing distortion |

without materially increasing the weight of
sald mat or i1ts cost of manufacture.
Another object is to provide in a mat of
this character, devices for supporting the
metallic body of the mat above the floor or
other surface, and to employ novel and
effective means for securing the said devices

in sald metallic body without weakening the
same. | |

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a plan view
of one embodiment of the mat, showing the
improvement, a portion of such mat being
ntustrated in section. Fig. 2 is a horizontal
sectional view through the central portion
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a detail plan
view of a modified form of construction.

Iig. 5 1s a plan view of another embodiment,

of the invention.  Fig. 6 is a modification

- of the same. :
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Similar reference numerals designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the

drawings. . |
Experience has demonstrated that mats
constructed -of metallic strips are liable to

have their marginal portions become mis-

shapen or bent so that either they will not
[te flat or cannot readily be folded and re-
versed. The present invention obviates

this defect. In the embodiment illustrated

1n the first three figures, the mat is composed
of sections 7, each of these sections being
preferably constructed of a single strip
tortuously arranged to form opposite or re-
versely disposed loops 8 having open and
c]osedy sides, said loops thereby producing
longitudinally disposed webs 9 and trans-

verse webs 10. An additional loop, formed

- {from a separate strip 14, is located in the

end loop of each section, and it will be ob- |

‘, served that the side arms or lone1tudinal

webs 15 of these additional loops Iie along-

side and abut against the inner faces of the
longitudinal webs of the section loops in

noted that the closed ends of the additiona}
loops abut against the closed ends of the
section loops in which they are placed, and

1in like manner the open ends of said addi-

tional loops are disposed in the open ends
of said section loops.

As llustrated, the closed ends of the loops
of one seetion fit in the open ends of the
loops of the adjacent section. The closed
ends of the terminal loops of the mat sections
in like manner enter the open ends of the

t additional loops that are located in the

adjacent sections. Pivot rods 11 pass
through the said interfitting ends, and are
spaced from the transverse webs. These
rods have their ends offset, as shown at 12,
and covered by the doubled terminals 13 of
the section strips. With this strueture,

‘therefore, it will be observed that the

margins of the mat are strengthened by the
additional loops or strips, materially reduec-
ing the liability of the mat becoming dis-
torted or bent. |

0o

) which they are placed. Moreover it. will be
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For the purpose of securing the metallic

‘body of the mat above the floor or surface

on which said mat is

laced, pad blocks 16
may be employed.

hese blocks can be

Jocated in the mat at any place desired, and

may be of any suitable material. In the
Fresent embodiment, they are arranged to

orm the letter H, and thus it will be apparent

| that said blocks may be disposed to produce

advertising matter. These blocks are em-
ployed in connection with additional strips
17 that correspond in all respects to the
above described loop 14. The loops 17
have side arms or webs, which embrace the
blocks, and are engaged with the adjacent
pivot rods. One end of the block is pro-
vided with a slot 19 that receives one of the
1vot rods, while the opposite end of each
lock ‘18 held in place by a holding pin 20
passing therethrough and having its ends
engaged 1n the side arms 18 of the strip 17,
as shown in Fig. 2. The blocks are pref-
erably a little thicker than the metallic
portion of the mat, and consequently said
mat will rest thereupon. With this con-
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struction, it will be evident that the blocks
are held in place independently of the sec-

tion strips 10. _ -
A simpler embodiment of the invention is
disclosed in Fig. 4, wherein the sections 72,

are as before, formed of tortuously arranged

strips that are bent into opposite open or
reversely arranged loops 82, forming longi-
tudinal and transverse webs 9% and 102,

The additional strips in this embodiment.

are substantially L-shaped, comprising lon-
gitudinal webs 12%, transverse webs 132, and
reversely turned terminals 14, . These strips,
as in the first described embodiment are
located 1 the end loops of each section.

The longitudinal webs 122 bear- against the

inner faces of the outer sides of the section
loops. The pivot rods 11 pass through the

overlapping portions of the loops, and en-

gage the webs 122, as well as the terminals

142, This structure has substantially the

same advantages as the one already de-
scribed In that the margins of the mat are
strengthened. by the additional strips, said
strips bearing against the outer webs and
against the closed ends of the loops in which
they are placed. - |

Still another embodiment of the inven-
tion 1s disclosed in Fig. 5. Each section 7P
consists of a tortuously arranged strip
formed Into reversely disposed loops 8P
and 9°. In this particular embodiment,
certain of the loops as 8> are substantially
V-shaped, a set of the same alternating
with U-shaped loops 9°. By this arrange-

ment, certain of the webs as 10* are diag- |
onally disposed.

As the outer loops 8P of

- the sections are substantially V-shaped, the
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additional strips 11° employed, are of a

corresponding configuration, comprising side

arms or webs 12° that fit within the terminal
loops 8P, and are engaged at their ends with
the usual pivot rods 13P.
with this same style of mat, a slightly. modi-
fied form of reinforcement may be em-
loyed. Such an arrangement is shown in
‘1g. 6, wherein the sections 7¢ are composed

of reversely arranged open 10(3) portions 8¢
! 1sposed webs.

and 9¢, forming convergently
10°.  In the outermost loops 8¢ are located
the additional strips 11°, each comprising &

longitudinally disposed web having engage-

ments at 1ts ends with the pivot rods 12¢,
one of the ends being turned back, as shown
at 13°, and having another engagement with
the adjacent pivot rod.

In both the forms illustrated in Figs. 5 |

and 6, the same advantages are present as
in the above described embodiment.
From the foregoing, it is thought that the

“construction, operation and many advan-

tages of the herein described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art, with-

out Turther description, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape, | tions. -

In connection

|

of the termina

012,600

proportion, and minor details of construction,
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advan-
tages ot the mmvention. -

Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is: |

1. A mat comprising a plurality of sections,
each section consisting of a strip formed into
oppositely disposed loops having open and

closed ends, an additional loop located in each
‘of the terminal loops of each section, said ad-

ditional loop having an open end in the open

‘end of the section loop in which it is located

and having a closed end abutted against the
closed end of said section loop, being further-

‘more provided with an outer side or web
‘abutted agamst the innerface of the outerside

of thesectionloop, the closed ends of the loops

~of one section entering the open ends of the

loops of the &dl acent section, the closed ends

manner entering the open ends of the addi-
tional loops that are located in the adjacent
sections, and pivots passing through said

ends and constituting connections between

the various sections. ,

2. A mat comprsing a plurality of sec-
tions, each section consisting of a strip formed
mto oppositely disposed loops having open
and closed ends, an additional loo
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I loops of said sections in like
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located

in each of the terminal loops of each section,

sald additional loop having an open end in
the open end of the section loop in which it is
located and having a closed end abutted
against the closed end of said section loop,
sald additional loop furthermore being pro-

vided with spaced sides or webs that are

abutted against the inner faces of the sides of

the section loop, the closed ends of the loops

of one section entering the open ends of the
loops of the adjacent sections, the closed ends

of the terminal loops of said sections in like
manner entering the open ends of the addi-

tional loops that are located in the adjacent
sections, and pivot rods passing through
sald ends and constituting connections be-

tween the various sections.

*'3. A mat comprising a plurality of sec-
tions, each section consisting of a strip formed

ito oppesitely disposed loops h&'ﬂl}% open
and closed ends, the terminal loops '

aving
convergently disposed sides, additional loops

located in the terminal loops of each section

and corresponding substantially in shape

‘thereto, said additional loops having closed

ends abutting against the closed ends of the
loops.-in which they are located and having
sides abutted against the sides of such loop,

the closed ends of the loops of one section
entering the open ends of the loops of the
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adjacent sections of the additional loops, and -

pivot rods passing through the said ends and
constituting connections between the sec-

130
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4. A mat comprising a. plurality of sec-
tions bent into oppositely disposed loops

having open and closed ends, the closed ends .

| of the loops of one section entering the open
- 5 ends of tﬁ

pivot rods passing through such ends and

- entering the sections, additional strips formed

into loops and located in certain of the sec-|
~ tion loops, said additional loops bemg en- !
10 %&ged and held in place by the pivot rod, pad |
o locks located in the additional loops, and

e loops of the adjacent sections,

fastening devices securing said blocks to the
additional loops independently of the section

1001ps.

n testimony, that I claim the foregomg 15
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture m the presence of two witnesses. '

" THOMAS C. McPHERSON.

Witnesses:
- Jos. . Rouzer,
- MARGARET (GAVAN.
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