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1’0 all whom it may concern.: _

Be 1t known that I, Erras C. Horranp, of
Benton Harbor, in the county of Berrien and
State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Card-Fol-
lowers; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings. '

My invention relates to cabinets for filing
documents and cards and has special refer-
ence to that class of cakinets intended to re-
celve a varying number of documents and
cards.

Ot the drawings, Figure 1 represents a
drawer of a filing cabinet, showing my fol-
lower in perspective. Fig. 2 is an enlarged
sectional view of my follower taken through
the line 2 of Fig. 1. Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6 are
details of the locking mechanism of my fol-
lower. Fig. 7is a plan view of my follower
showing its points of contact with the
drawer. .Fig. 8 is rear elevation view, and

Fig. 9 is a sectional plan view of the iocking

mechanism.

More particularly described, A represents
the filing drawer, and @, a represent the
ribbed edges of the same.

B 'rei?resents the face of my follower and is
preferably inclined from the front of the
drawer A to permit better separation of the
upper edges of the documents filed in front
of the follower. The face B is secured at its
upper edge to the plate C which extends
across the drawer A and terminates at either
end m a shoe ¢ ¢ which conform in size and
shape to the ribs g, a, which they embrace
and with which they have sliding engage-
ment, see Fig. 8. Parallel to the said plate
y C and of approximately the same width but
shorter, another plate C' is attached to said
plate C by means of rivets or bolts ¢’ ¢, the
rivets ¢’ ¢’ being of such length as to allow a
small space between the said plates C and (V.
Spacing pieces ¢® ¢* are inserted between
the ends of the plate C and (/. Between the
two plates C and C’ lies the mechanism by
which my follower is adjustably locked
within the drawer A. This locking mech-
anism consists of two sliding bars D, D, lying
between the plates C. and ¢V and are in-
tended to engage the sides of the drawer A
In opposition to the shoes ¢ ¢, see Fig. 8.  Ad-
Jacent to the inner ends of the bars D. D., are

secured blocks D’ D’. These blocks I’ D

see Hig. 2,

‘are each secured to one of the rivets ¢’ upon

which they are designed to turn. The
nlocks D’ DY and the bars D D have sliding
engagement with each other, and I prefer-
ably it them with convex and concave en-
gaging faces respectively, both for the pur-

pose of keeping them in contact and to ailow

2 better siiding movement. On the side
opposite to the bars D. D. the said blocks
D" D’ are fitted with angled faces with which
to engage like angled faces on a collar D?
which has a movement lateral to the said
plates C and C’ and at right angles to the con-
templated movement of the bars D. D.
1his collar D? is bored and fitted around an
eccentric 1° which same is journaled to the
plates C and T, see Fig. 2. A square pin D*

- with a rounded head to engage said plate

15 driven through the said eccentric 1% and
projects beyond the upper face of the device,
A square key may be used to en-
gage the pm D* by which the lock may be
operated, or a thumb serew may be provided
ior the purpose, as follows: A thumb screw
D% 1s provided with a squared hole in one end
to fit over the pin D% The pin D* is fitted
with female threads in its upper end, and a

screw U 1s projected through a suitable

‘aperture in the thumb screw D° and engaged

with the threads so formed in the top of the
pin D4

In the operation of my device the bars D.
D. are driven longitudinally outward from

the center of the plates C and (" and engage

in frictional contact with the sides of the
drawer A. When the bars are released from
this contact, some means must be provided
to retire the said bars from the sides of the
drawer- A. To effect this retirement, I ar-

. range the springs d, d, within a suitable slot

in said bars D. D. which springs are adapted
to bear against the ends of the said slots and
the rivets ¢’.

In operation, the turning of the thumb

screw D revolves the eccentric D3 and moves

the collar I)® in a direction lateral to the said
plates C and €’. This movement swings the
blocks D' I)' on their axes and drives the
bars D. D. from the center and into contact
with the sides of the drawer. When the
mechanism is released by a reverse move-
ment, the springs d, d, operate to retire the
bars D. D. from their locking contact. The
shoes ¢. ¢, designed to clasp the ribs «, @, as

| shown in Fig. 1, serve the purpose of holding
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intermediate sald plates two

o ,

the follower within the drawer A even | the said par allel plates consmtmg of shdmg' o

bars adapted to move longitudinally between ~—
plates and engage the sides of saxd = = -

60 - -

though the device be unlocked from the

sides of the said drawer.
In ty

herein described, but desire my 1nvention

to be extended to the use of a casing 1n hieu

of the plates C and ¢’ and any and all other

‘modifications within the scope. hereof.
10

What I claim as my invention Is,
1. In a filing cabinet, the combma,tlon
with a drawer of a card follower con smtmg

of a plate having sliding engagement with

the sides of said drawer, a follower face se-
cured to said plate and mchned toward the
front of said drawer, a retaimning plate
secured to the bottom of said plate, and
sliding bars
adapted to engage in frictional contact with
Sald drawer, blocks attached by axes to said

plates and ad] acent to said bars, and means

for turning said blocks on said axes, and

effecting contact of said bars with the sald

- drawer.

2D

2. In a filing cabinet, the combma,t]on

*with a drawer of a card follower COIMPIISING
~ two parallel plates, one of which has slidin ng
~engagement with the sides of said drawer

30
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and a locking mechanism secured inter-
mediate the said parallel plates consisting of .

sliding bars adapted to move lonﬂltudmally
between said plates and engage the sides of
sald drawer, biocks attached by axes to said
plates and ad;mcent to and engaging with
sald bars, an eccentric journaled between

sald plates and means for opcratnely Con-

necting said eccentric with the said blocks.
3. In a filing cabmet, the combination
with a drawer of o card follower COMPTISING
two parallel plates, one of which has sliding
engagement with the sides of sa

Id drawer,
and a locking mechanism secured inter-
mediate the said parallel plates consisting

- of shiding bars adapted to move longltudl—
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gaging with “said bars,

nally between said plates and engage the
sides of said drawer, blocks atta ched by
axes to said plates and adjacent to and en-
an eccehfric jour-
naled between said plates and a collar
riding upon said eccentric and engaging
said blocks.

4. In a filing cabmet the combination

with a drawer of a card follower comprising
two parallel plates one of which has sliding
engagement with the sides of said drawer,
and locking mechanism secured intermediate

invention, I do mnot wish to be
limited to the exact details of the device

R

sald
drawer,
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blocks attached by axes to said

plates and adjacent to and engaging with

said bars, an eccentric journaled between
ar riding upon said eccen-

said plates a, coll

tric and angle faces carried by said collar

| having engagement with like angle faces
| carried by “said blocks, and a thumb screw

attached to the said eccentric and projecting

beyond the outer face of the device.
5. Ina

a drawer of a card follower COMPTISING par-

iling cabinet the CO“’HbIIl&thll Wlth '
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allel plaﬁres one. of which has sliding .engage-

ment with the sides of said dr awer, a. fol-

lower face attached to one of said plates and

‘a locking mechanism secured intermediate

the said plates consisting of sliding bars
having frictional contact With the sides of

75

sald dra,wer blocks secured by axes to said
plates and h&wng contact wlth the ends of

said bars, an eccentric journaled to said

plates, a

means for holdmf“ said bars When released
from said frmtlopal contact

bars and to said plates.

6. In a filing cabinet the combma‘mon Wlth
a drawer of a card follower comprising an

collar riding upon said eccentric
and havmﬂ contact with said blocks, and

i a retired
position consisting of springs engagmg S&ld' |
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open end casing having engagement with

the sides of said dra,wer, a follower face
attached to sald casing, and a locking

mechanism inclosed in said casing and con- -

sisting of sliding bars adapted to engage in

90

frictional contact the sides of said drawer

springs attached to said bars, and to said

casing, whereby said bars may normally be
held 1n a retired position, blocks attached - |
to said casing by axes, and having engage-

95

ment with Sald bars, a collar ha,vmg engage- |

ment with said blocks

journaled within said casing and rotating

and an eccentrie.

100

within a suitable aperture in said collar.

whereby said collar is moved laterally

said casing thereby forcing said blocks on_:

their axes against said bars, driving said
bars outward and into contact with the

forth.
ELIAS C. HOLLAND
Wltnesses

W. H. CORNWELL
AGNES BROWN |

105
sides -of the said drawer, substantially as -~
described, and.for the purposes herein set
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