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To all whom W may concern:

Be it known that I, Hexry PeTTER Hax- |

sEN, o citizen of the United States, residing
at Albert Lea. in the county of Freeborn and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Adjustabie
Fur-Stretchers; and I do hereby deciare the
following to be a full, elear, and exact de-
seription of the inventipn, such as will en-
able others skilied in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the sanie.

My invention has for its object to provide
an inproved fur stretching device es secially
adapied for
of small hides,

" To the above ends, the invention consists

. of the novel devices and combinations of de-
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g device for t

‘vices. hereinafter described and defined in

the claims. |
In skinning muskrats, beavers, and a great
many other small fur bearing animals, 1t 18,
as is well known, customary to pull off the
hide without slitting the same, and it 1s then
customary to stretch these hides by inserting
therein stretching devices. My invention
provides a sim;;liﬁed and:improved stretch-
1is purpose. The said device

" is illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
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~ the notches 5 of the en ‘
gpring tension of the wire 2 1S
thercof will
in interlocked posi-
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“more, the

‘normally be spri
- tions. The tapered end

wherein like characters indicate like parts
throughout the several views:

" Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 18 4
plan view of the imlfroved device; and Fig.
2 is a section on the

me «? 2* of Kig. 1. .

The. improved device comprises d single

bar 1, preferably of wood, and a stretching

wire 2, preferably of spring tempered steel.
This stretching wire,

stretcher proper, 1s bent to

end,
end 4 is formed with a

terminates in a guide
the end 2 is passed. This end 3 terminates In
g- laterally bent handle or finger piece 7, the
base of which is arramged to interlock with
gection- 4. Further-

such, that the overlapping ends
heid
ortion of the wire
the woode# bar 1,

2 is secured to one end 0

and the other end of the said bar'is pas

between the overlapping-ends 3 and 4 of the

said wire. and hence, is lield in proper aline-

nse in the stretching and drying |
such as those of the muskrat, |
beaver, and other swall animals. ’

I may be set.

e Py —

" ing the looped wire 2

applied thereto, and

‘cured to ong end of the salc

ment in respect to the outwardly extended
sides of the said wire. The connected end
portions of the said stretching wire 2 may
be pulled apart, or outward, as far as they
will go when inserted into the skin or hide to
be streteched, and the teeth or notches 5 act-
ing on the base of the handle 7, will lock the

<ame in any position-in which the stretcher

To release the stretcher so that it may be
contracted, (hat is, so that the sides of the

wire 2 may be moved closer together, 1t 1s
neces=ary to force the handle 7 forward, so

it will De disengaged from the chouldered
onds of the notches 5. |

When the siretcher is to be applied, 1t
<hould first ‘be closed to its smallest noteh,
.nd then the fur or skin is pulled over the
came and fastened at 1ts bottom, preferably
by means of one or more thumb tacks 8, to
the wooden bar 1. Then the sides of the
wire 2 should be Pulled apart and the fur or
hide is put under the desired strain, or in
other words, is stretched to the desired ex-
tent, | |

As a simple and efficient means for secut-

to the bar 1, it 1s

passed through a perforation in one end of
suid bar, and is then bent so that it cannot
slip in or through the said bar.

The improved stretching device above de-
seribed, as is evident, is of very small cost,
and, at the same time, may be very easily
applied and removed. It 1s very lLight, aund,
At the same time, it is highly efficient for
the purposes had in view. The wire 18 pref-
erably calvanized or otherwise plated, so

which constitutes the | that it will not rust stain the fur.

form a compilete |
loop, that is elongated and tapered at one |
and at its other end, has overlapping |
“ends 3 and 4. The
multip:icity of teeth or lock-notches 5, and |
eye 6, through which |

What I claim 1s: "

1. A stretcher of the kind described, com-
prising a bar and a’looped s rine member
nd provided with means
independent of esid bar for holding the
same expanded to a greater or less extent,
9. A stretcher of the kind described, com-

1 prising a bar and a looped spring wire memn-

ber secured to one end of said bar, and pro-
vided with interlocking: overla)ped cnds,
arranged to hold the same expanded more

-or less. o
- 3. A strete

er-of the kind described, com-
rins wire, se-
bar and pro-
vided* with gpring engaged overiap ed - In-
terlocking ends that embrace or straddle the

said, hax,

prising a bar and 8 looped -s
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4. A stretcher of the kind described, com- | said notches, and spring held in engagement
prising a woeden bar 1, and a looped spring | therewith, substantially as desecribed. 10
wire 2 passed through a perforation in one | In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
end of said bar, and provided with over- | in presence of two witnesses.
lapped ends, the one having notches or teeth HENRY PETTER HANSEN.
and a guide loop, and the other end béing | Witnesses: .

assed through said guide eye and having a | - H. F. Hansen,
Elterally bent extremity cooperating  with | A. A. Koch.
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