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To oll whom ‘Lt ma,y concern: -
- Be it known that I, BDTHUT_‘.L M. DAVIS a !
 citizen of the Unlted States, residing at
Morris, in the county of Grundy and State
of I]IlIlOlS ‘have Invented certain new and
~ useful Improvements in Discharge Mechan-
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1sm for Peanut-Vending Machines, of Wl’llCh

" the following is a specification.
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In peanut vendIIIO' machines of thc 01(]_1-_..

nary type, the. peauuts are discharged di-

rectly into a cup—sh'lped plate, whence they
are removed by the hand of the purchaser;
- and . this method of vending peanuts 18 |

- highly objectionable, for the reason that it | a
is difficult to remove the peanuts from the _-tIon with surroundmfr side walls 9 and a
cup or concavity into which they are dis- |

~ charged, and for the still more important

- reason that the contact of the fingers or
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~ hand of each purchaser in the cup or con- |
- 20 cavity tends to promote filth- or unsanitary

“conditions, so that people will refuse to pur-
S 'chase peauute from 2. m*tchme of thIS char-—.i
" The ob]ect of the present InventIon is to}i
immediately below  the

- mouth of the discharge chute, ‘upon_which |-

provide a gate,

. the peanuts will be dIscharged in such posi-
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~ tion as to enable the purchaser to receive
‘them into the hollow of his hand by tilting |
the gate from a point which prevents the_.'

- ﬁngers or hand of the purchaser from con-
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tacting the surface upon which the peanute-l
~are supported thereby preventing the accu--
- mulation of ﬁlth or dirt and. overcommcr the'

unsanitary conditions above noted.

A further ob ect of the Inveutlon is to eo"

'_construct and locate the gate that it will be

 automatically swung out “of poeItlon by the |
~ natural movement of the purchaser’s hand,
‘when placing the hand in position to receive
~ the peanuts, thereby obVIatmg the necessity
- for. providing auxiliary means for accom-
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~ plishing this result or complicating the
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?meclnnlsm to an extent which would render
it difficult for the. purchaser to understand"

o Its operatlon

- Further ob]ects” VWIII appear from a de-
talled description of the invention, which

- consists in the features of conetructlon and

combination of parts heremafter descrlbed
.;__and claimed. -

In the drawings, I‘IO‘urc 1is a front ele-'

 vation of the. baee of the peanut Vcndm,g;
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machme, showing the gate of the present in-

sectional elevation of the discharge chute

showing the gate closed, in full hnes and

IIIdIcatmg in dotted hnes3 the poSItIon of

‘the gate when open; and Fig. 4 an enlarged
:_:_perspectwe view of the gate. |

The device of the present invention is ap-
phed to the base of a vending machine hav-

‘ing side walls 5 which inclose a floor 6
| which floor, in its rear portion, is dished to
proxude 9 COll receptacle 7. The dished
wall forming the coin receptacle merges into -

oy base c:howuw the dlscharge chute and the;."_.
‘method of supportmg the gate; Fig. 3 a
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slopmo front wall 8 which, in conjunc-
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front wall 10, g1ves- to the structure a chute

formation adaptcd to discharge peanuts
‘near the front of the machine and imme-
diately above the base plate 11, the rear end
12 of which 1s upturned to an extent sulfi-
cient to contact the under face of the coin
receptacle 7. The front side of the machine
- | is open above the base plate 11 to afford in-

oress for the purchaser’ s hand below the

mouth of the chute.

pended- a short distance below the open
mouth of the chute by means of hangers 14

“which embrace the s:l.des of the chute and
terminate, at their upper ends, in trunnions
15 which are ada pted to be entered through
i bayonet slots 16 in the upper floor of the
| base portion of the machine laterally adja-
cent the chute. The trunnions rest withinre-
‘cesses 17 cut in the top of the floor, and the

gate 1s provided, on its top edge, Wlth a lug

18 which 1s adapted to contact the rear SIdc-

| of the chute to limit the forward swing of
the gate.
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The gate 18, which more especmlly forms .
| the sub]ect matter of the present invention, -
‘is in the form of a flat plate normally sus-
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The gate is further provided, on
1ts rear edge, with ‘a depending ﬂfmoe 19
which serves as a stop or abutment for the
fingers of the purchaser when the hand i 1S In-
+ serted beneath the chute. |

- In use, the rear edge of the gate bemo*' -
.'-_welo'hted in excess of the front edge WlII o
r-normally hold the gate in its forward posi-
‘tion with the lug 18 in contact with the
‘rear edge of the chute, and the surface of
~the gate ‘will occupy a pOSItIon slightly be-
low the mouth of the chute, so that, when
{ the peanuts are discharged, they will be visi-
ble to the purchaser through the crack thus
- entIon FIg 2a top or pla,n VleW of the l ‘Iﬁorded The crack howevcr, 1S not suiﬁ- 110
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citent to permit the purchaser to insert his |

finger or hand under the chute and in con-

tact with the supporting surface of the gate,

which latter 1s thereby protected against the
accumulation of filth or dirt which might
contaminate the peanuts. In order to re-
celve the peanuts into the hand, the latter
will be inserted beneath the chute in the
natural manner, thereby bringing the finger
tips against the flange 19, so that continued

movement of the hand will swing back the |

gate and allow the peanuts to discharge into
the hollow of the hand. Contact of the hand
against the gate being limited to the under
surface thereof, the upper surface will be
protected at all times not only aoainst con-
tamination by the hand of the purchaser hut
also against the accumulation of dust or cin-
ders which frequently collect in the cup ov
receptacle employed to receive peanuts in
vending machines of the usual type.

The mvention 1s of such simple chavacter
that 1t does not materially complicate the
mechanism nor impose upon the purchaser
the necessity of manipulating the discharge
other than by a natural movement of the
hand to position to receive the peanuts. At

- the same time the entive diseharge of pea-
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nuts will be received mto the palm of the
hand, which obviates the mnecessity of
scraping the peanuts up out of the dish or
receptacle, and 1s a much easier method of

securing peanuts than that previously em- !

ployed. |

What I regard as new and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent 1s:

1. In a vending machine, the combination
of a discharge chute having the edges of its
cdischarge mouth lying in a substantially
horizontal plane, a flat gate normally lying
in a horizontal plane underneath the mouth
of the discharge chute and secured thereto

e 011,945

i a manner {o permit of a retraction fromw
the mouth of the chute, and a stop depend-
g from the rear side of the gate and at a
pownt beneath the rear edge of the chute and
aclapted to be engaged by the fingers of the
purchaser for moving the gate rearwardly
as the palm of the hand is moved to posi-
tion beneath the chute, substantially as de-
scribed. '

2. In a vending machine, the combination
of a discharge chate having the edges of its
discharge mouth lying in a substantially
horizontal plane, a flat swinging aate pivot-
ed to and normally lyinge in a horizontal
plane beneath the mouth of the chute, and a
stop depending from the rear side of the
gate and substantially m line with the rear
edge of the chute and adapted to be en-
gaged by the finger tips of the purchaser for
swinging the gate reavwardly away from the
mouth of the chute as the palm of the hand
15 moved to position heneath the chute, sub-
stantially as described.

9. 1un a vending machine, the combination
of a chute, a gate comprising a {loor nor-
mally ocenpying a position slightly below
the mouth of the discharge chute, hangers
connected with the floor and embracing the
sides of the chute, means for pivoting the
hangers, a lug adapted to engage the rear
side of the chute when the gate 1s swung to
1ts normal position, and a flange depending
from the rear of the chute and adapted to be
contacted by the hand of the purchaser for
swinging back the gate as the hand is
moved to positicn beneath the chute. sub-
stantially as described.

BETHUEL M. DAVIS.

Witnesses:
o, Waixwricr,
Jas. VWV. Pexx.
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