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~ To all whom it mwy concern: .
Be it known that I, FraNE A TRAVER .
“a citizen of the Umted States, residing . at
Milwaukee, Milwaukee county Wisconsin,
have mvented certain new and useful Im-
‘provements in Garment-Clasps; and I do’
hereby declare the following to be a full,
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clear, and exact description of the mventlon

. Such as will enable others skilled in the axt
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to Whlch 1t a,pperta,ms to make and use the
‘same. -

Th.lS mventmn relates to celtam 1mpf0ve—: 1
particularly .
adapted for garment supporters and the

ments in clasps or clamps,

like; and the ob]ects and nature of my in-

vention will be readily understood by those
skilled in the art in the light of the following |

explanations of the accompanying dramngs”

illustrating what Inow consider my preferred

embodiment irom among other formations
- ‘and constructions within the spirit and
.scope of my invention. -

~An object of the mventloh is to pwﬁde
an improved clasp peculiarly adapted for

use 1n garment supporters and which will be -

- so formed and constructed as to be ca a,ble

- 30
- fabric without accidental shppmg or be—:

- 39

“highly efficient clasp - _
capable of various uses in connectlon Wlth-

of clasping or gripping various cloths or
fabrics of different body or thickness and | 1
which when once secured or adjusted to

locking position will maintain its hold on the

coming detached therefrom.

- A further object of the mvéntlonl 18 o
- provide certain improvements in arrange-
arts whereby a-

Il be - produced .

ments and formations of

apparel or the like.

The invention consmts in certam novelr
_features in construction and in combinations |
and arrangements of parts as more fully and__

- particularly set forth herem&fter
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- Referring to the accompanying draw-
~ings:—TFigure 1,is a perspective view of the
]1;0811;1011 Fig. 2,
10WIng the sa,me_
Plg 3 ].S'f_
owing the same m

clasp in locked or gripping
is a longitudinal section
in opened or unlocked position..
a longitudinal section SE

locke gnppmg adjustment..
perspective view showing the ClaSp

‘opened or unlocked. position.
- The elasp comprises an elonga,ted body_;
or main plate 1, by which the device is at- |
tached to a,nd hung from the supportmg web-

Fig. 4, is -a'

verse slots 12, forming a

vening bridge plece 13, all for the purpose of
| providing means for securmg the webbing

-fblf

o b1110* or tap.e 2 a,nd on which the movable
jaw and wedgmg or locking device are
mounted or carried. The vertically elon-

gated strip or plate 1, can be cut or struck u

in one Pplece of a,ﬂy suitable sheet metal,

or can be othermse formed of smta,ble ma-
-temal

55

60

“In the speclﬁc exa,mp{e 1]1118131 ated, I show -

the plate at its upper end formed Wlth a pair

of transverse slots 10, felmmg an interven-

- m%lbrldge piece 11, and near its lower end,

ow said plate formed with a pair of trans-

to and longitudinally of the plate. The

~webbing is passed from the rear face of the
plate through upper slot 10, over front edge

of bridge 11, and in through lower slot 10,
and from. thence passes downwardly along

and facing the inner side of the plate to lower

e 13,
and inwardly through upper slot 12, wit the

free end of the webbing extendin upwa,rdly
| at the inner face of the plate and under the
.p01 tion of the webbing between slots 10 and
thus faces the rear surface
-of the plate and keeps the same from rub-
o or other dlsadvantageous contact with
‘the clothing or skin of the wearer, and a very
| simple arrangement is provided for attach-
‘Ing the plate to or detaching the same from
the webbing, and whereby the plate can be
adjusted longltudmally of the webbing, al-
though I do not as at present advised wish to
Jlimit “all features of my invention thereto.

~ The clasp comprises a pair of jaws to grip
and hold the stocking or other article or
material to be held, and one jaw is stationary

‘The webbing.

and the other. movable For instance, I

| show the lower portion of the plate 1, form-
ing or constituting the fixed jaw, and the
movable jaw 3, is pivotally ]omed to or

mounted on the plate to swing toward and
from the same. The movable jaw shown

consists of a pl&te of metal or other suitable
material arranged at the outer face of the
lower portion of the body plate and near its-
n | upper end pivoted thereto to swing on a

tra,nsverse axis so that its lower end can

swing- toward and from the body plate.
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a transverse inter--
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1 slot 12, through which the webbing is passed .
outwar dly and then upwardly over bri
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The movable jaw can be pivotally mounted

through the medmm of inturned side or edge



10

13

2

20

30

39

4()

45

00

315

60

&5

ears 30, lapping outturned ears 14, from the
side edges of the body plate. The transverse
lower end of the movable jaw is shown
turned mwardly about at right angles to
form a gripping or holding flange, tooth or
edge 31.

The transverse lower end of the body
plate is turned outwardly about at right an-
gles to form a holding flange, tooth or edge

15, usually arranged parallel with and below-

the movable jaw gripping flange, and I also
preferably provide the body plate with an
additional outturned gripping flange 16,
arranged parallel with flange 15, and above
and spaced therefrom. The flanges 15, 16,

are preferably so arranged that the flange 31,

ol the movable jaw will move in between the
same and so that the upper flange 16, will
engage the mner face of the movable jaw or
will grip the material being clamped between
its edge and said face of the jaw while the
ange of the movable jaw tightly depresses
sald material between the flanges 15, 16, and
tightly holds the same therein. -
The flange 16, can be formed by the inter-
mediate portion of the body plate cut and
turned out to form the lower slot or opening
12, for the passage of the webbing. The
Jaw 3, is spaced outwardly a distance from
the outer face of the body plate to afford the

‘movable jaw the necessary freedom of move-

ment m swinging to opened position as the
upper end of the jaw proiects above the
transverse axis on which the jaw swings.
Means are provided for firmly and securely
locking or holding the movable jaw in closed
or gripping position, and whereby said jaw
can be easily released to permit outward
or opening swing thereof for the release of
the stocking or other article gripped thereby.
For instance, I show a laterally swingable
wedging or locking lever or plate 4, normally
arranged longitudinally of the outer face
of the body plate and extending upwardly
from the movable jaw. This lever can be
formed by an elongated plate or body of
spring sheet metal or other suitable material
having its lower end turned outwardly about
at right angles to form a transverse wedge
or lockimg flange 40 which is preferably
rounded throughout the length of its outer
edge. DBetween its ends, the lever is ful-
crumed or pivotally joined to the body
piate, as by a rivet 41, arranged perpen-
dicularly with respect to the body plate so
that the lever swings on a horizontal axis,
or an axis transverse of the body plate. The
upper end of the lever can be formed with
an outward projection or finger piece 42,

through the medium of which the lever can

be readily swung in either direction by the
finger. This finger piece can be formed by
pressing a longitudinal intermediate portion
of the metal of the lever, between two cuts,

911,783

outwardly, thereby forming a recess or de-
pression at the rear face of the lever as well
as the projection at the outer face thereof.

It so desired, means can be provided to
yieldingly hold the lever in upright or hold-
ing position, Figs. 1, 3. For instance, 1
show a transverse intermediate portion of
the main plate cut and pressed outwardly
to form a curved or rounded outward pro-
jection or knob 17, on whieh the upper en
of the lever 1s adapted to ride or shde and
whieh will enter the said recess 1 tlie upper
end of the lever when sald lever 1s Inn mov-
able jaw holding or locking pesition.  The
lever will snap onto and form said profeetion
17, and tae lever will be firmly held thereby
In locking position.

In applymg the clasp, the lever is swune
laterally about to the horizontal position
to clear the movable jaw, and sadd Saw s

*

swung out and the material 1s placed over

thie flanges 15, 16, The jaw is then swung
to closed position with its flange 31, oripping
the fabric between the body plate Hanges.
The locking lever is then swung to vertical
position aud 1its wedging flange 40, rides
under the upper eund of the movable jaw
and Torces and wedges the same outwardly
and tightly holds said jaw in gripping po-
S1t1011.

The gripping end of the movable jaw may
not always be able to move mwardly the
same distance, as the Imit of inward or
gripping movenient of said jaw will depend
on the quantity or character of the material
eripped by said Jaw, and to provide for {his
variation, I preferably render the lever
capable of springing or yielding inwardly o
its wedging end.  For instance, T show the
lower or wedging end of the lever normally
sprung outwardly a distance from the cuter
face of the body plate, while the upper end
of the lever 15 deflected or sprung mwardly
agamst the face of the body plate. If so
desired this formation of the lever can he
mereased or maintained by a spacing washer
43, mserted between tle same and the face
of the body plate, although I do not wish to
so limit my mvention.

It is evident that various chances and
modiiications might be resorted to, that ele-
ments might be added or features omitted,
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my mvention as defined by the appended
claims, and hence I do not wish to limit my-
selt to the exact constructions describoed.

What I claim is:—

1. A garment clasp comprising an clon-
gated body plate having a webbing receiving
slot at its upper end, the lower end of said
plate having a transversely arranged out
turned fHange, the lower portion of said plate
having a portion cut therefrom and turned

out to form a transverse flange and a web-
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- bing receiving slot in the plate, a movable
jaw fulerumed to the plate and at its lower
~end formed to codperate with said flanges,
and ‘movable jaw-locking means fulcrumed |

10

15

to said plate above said jaw.

- 2. A garment clasp :compl?ismg an '_@1‘011; -

cated body plate at its lower end forming a
jaw, a swinging jaw fulcrumed to said plate

and arranged longitudinally of the lower por-

tion thereof, and a transversely swinging-
jaw locking lever between its ends fulcrumed

to the upper portion of said plate above said
swinging jaw, and having a free upper han-
dle end and a free lower end adapted to pass
between the inner surface of the upper end:
of the jaw and the outer face of said plate to-
~ lock the jaw in gripping position. . .
“pair of

3. A garment clasp comprising a

~jaws relatively movable to bring their. grip-

20
to and from gripping relation, one of said-
jaws formed to receive supporting means,
~ and a wedging lever fulecrumed to one of said
jaws above the other jaw to swing laterally
~with respect to the jaws and having a lower

ping ends toward and from each other and

- free wedging end adapted to swing between

ping ends thereof to tightly maintain the

~Jaws In gripping position.

a
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ts ends fulcrumed to the main plate to swing
laterally and having an upper handle end

10 and a lower wedging end to swing into and

4. A garment clasp comprising a main

. Elate adapted to have the supporting web-

ing secured thereto and forming a gripping

jaw, a movable jaw between its ends ful-
~crumed to the main plate and at one end
formed to cooperate with said gripping jaw
of the main plate and movable toward and

from the same, and a ‘wedging lever between

- from locking engagement with the under
. face of the non-gripping end of said movable

jaw. S R _
5. A garment clasp comprising a main
supporting plate at its lower end having a |
~ palr of spaced transverse flanges forming a |
oripping jaw, a movable jaw carried by the
main plate and at its lower end movable
~ toward and from and having a flange adapt-
ed to move in between said plate flanges and
~ a swinging wedging lever fulecrumed to said
~ plate above the movable jaw and adapted to
~ swing into locking -engagement with the

o0 .
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upper end of said movable jaw.
- 6. A garment clasp _compl_:'ising 8. main

~ plate having means for receiving a support-

‘ing webbing, a swinging jaw fulerumed there-
to to codperate therewith in gripping the
material to be held, and a wedgmmg lever ful- |
crumed to said plate above said jaw to swing
laterally and having means for engagement.
by the finger to swing the lever, said lever
“having a lower end with an outturned wedg-

“the portions of said jaws opposite the grip- |

wl it

';the- &ame in eripping -pés’ition, _.Substs,ntially
‘as degeribed. - '
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- 7.-A garment clasp comprising a main

plate having a lower gripping end, a movable

between 1ts ‘ends to said plate to swing

| jaw arranged longitudinally of and pivoted

70

toward and from the same and at its lower

end formed to cooperate with sald lower
.oripping end of said plate, and a lever ful-
crumed to said plate to swing laterally and
‘having a lower transverse wedging end
adapted to move laterally between the plate

75

and upper end of said jaw to yieldingly lock

the jaw in. gripping position, said lever hav-

‘ing a raised portion for engagement by the

finger to swing the lever, said plate having a

| raised holding portion to hold said lever in

locking position.

80

8. A garment clasp comprising a main

plate having spaced outturned flanges at 1fs

Jower end, a movable jaw arranged longitu-

“dinally of the plate and pivoted thereto and
at its lower end having a gripping flange to
codperate with said flanges of the plate, a
spring lever between its ends fulcrumed to
the plate to swing laterally thereon, the
from the surface of the plate and having an
outturned wedging flange to pass under the

upper end of said jaw and yieldingly force

‘the same to gripping position, the upper end

1 of said lever yieldingly bearing against the

face of the plate and having an outward
‘bulge forming an exterior finger piece and a
“depression at the inner face of the lever, the
plate having a raised knob or projection to
‘enter said depression and hold the lever when

‘1 locking position.

9. A garment clasp comprising a body
plate forming a jaw, a movable jaw pivotally
joined to sald plate to coOperate with the
1aw thereof, a lever fulecrumed to said plate

| to swing laterally and having an upper han-
‘dle end and a transverse wedging end

adapted to move laterally between the plate
and jaw to wedge the jaw into gripping posi-
tion, said plate having a raised portion
adapted to be yieldingly engaged by said
lever to hold the same 1n locking position.

~10. A garment clasp comprising a body

plate forming a jaw, a movable jaw pivotally

joined to said plate to cooperate with the

jaw thereof, and a finger operated laterally
swinging spring lever fulcrumed to said
plate and having a wedging end sprung out
from the surface of the plate and adapted to

move in between the plate and jaw and

‘yieldingly force the jaw to gripping position.

11. A garment cl&spcom}orising a body
plate forming a jaw, a movable jaw pivotally
joined to said plate to codperate with the
jaw thereof, and a lever between 1its ends
fulecrumed to the plate to swing laterally

lower end of said lever being sprung out
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- ing flange to pass under :sa,i_'d_'-ja',w_; and lock | and at its lower end having a wedging



L ' - 011,783

portion to pass between the plate and jaw | In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
and forcedthfe ] axg {,o gl‘i}flping position, the ‘[ 1 presence of two witnesses.
upper end ot sald lever having an exterior | _
ﬁnger piece and a depression at its inner face, | - FRANK A. TRAVER.
> sald plate having a raised portion to enter | Witnesses:
said depression and releasably hold the lever A. H. MacpriLL,
n locking position. M. BArRTHOLOMEW.
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