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To ol whom it may concern:

Improvements in Eyelets, of which the fol-
~ lowing is a specification. '

This invention relates to improvements in

- eyelets for lacing shoes, leggings, gloves, and
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other articles of wearing apparel; and my ob-

ect 1s to provide the eyelets with a yielding

- bearing surface to receive the lacing, whereby
. an elastic laced closure can be produced and

maintained, to avoid uncomfortably and in-

juriously binding the ankle, wrist or other |
- part of the person upon which the laced arti- |

- cle is worn.

I attain my object by constructing the eye- !

lets in the manner illustrated in the accom-
panyig drawings, in which— .
- Ingure 1 shows an eyelet partly in section,

- embodying my improvement; Fig. 2, a
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transverse section through the eyelet; Fig, 3,
a plan view of the spring member which

forms the elastic bearing surface in Figs. 1

and 2; Kig. 4, a modified form of the spring
member shown in Fig. 1; and Figs. 5 and 6,

- views showing a still further modification in
- the spring member, and the manner of secur-

Ing it within the eyelet.

ike numerals designate like parts in the

- several views. |
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~ of spring metal broadened out between the
‘ends, and rounded over to form a non-abra-
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In the several views, 1 designates the

“outer flange of the eyelet, and 2 the tubular

shank between the outer and inner flanges.
~ In Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, 3 represents the
spring member, which consists of a flat piece

sive bearing surface for the lacing, when run
through the eyelet. This plate is sprung into
the curved shape shown in Fig. 1, and its
ends are Inserted in the recesses 4 pressed
outwardly from the side walls of the shank of

the eyelet. The spring member 3 is further

~ provided at its central portion with a tongue

5, pressed outwardly from the plate, said
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tongue enterilg a recess 6, pressed outwardly
irom the shank te receive it. By reason of

the engagement of the tongue 5 with the re-

cess 6, the spring member is prevented from

~ swinging to one side or the other in the eye-

let, as the lacing is drawn through from one
side or the other. When stram is placed

- 55_upon the lacing the spring member 3 will

bend still further toward the recess 6, the

.

A erm—

the spring member riding along the inclined

walls of the recesses 4. When strain is re-

leased the member 3 will spring back into its
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- | tongue 5 sliding thereinto, and the ends of

Be 1t known that I, Frep H. REES, citizen
of the United States, residing at Elmira, in
the county of Chemung and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
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normal position. In practice, while this

spring, on account of the size of the eyelet,

clent amount of motion between each pair of
opposite eyelets, to permit of the requisite
amount of expansion and contraction be-

tween theedgesof thelaced seam,orjoint. It

will, therefore, be obvious that an article,

means of these spring conteaining eyelets, wiﬁ-

be held upon the person in a manner to easily
yield to variations in size and change of form
caused by muscular movements, heat and
cold, and variable blood circulation.

- The spring member may be formed in

various ways, and applied to the eyelet in
-any suitable manner, without departing

~will have & comparatively small movement
1n each eyelet, there will be provided a suffi-
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from the spirit of my invention. In Fig. 4,

I have shown the spring member 7 bent
into the shape, as therein shown, from spring

wire, the central portion being flattened
“and rounded over to form the bearing sur-

face for the lacing. The ends are bent
around toward the central portion at 8, and
then outwardly at 9, to enter the guiding

recess 10, formed on the shank of the eyelet.
The return bends are supported in recesses

11, formed in the shank of the eyelet, and
the action of the spring member will be
readlly understood from an inspection of the
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figure. In Figs. 5 and 6, spring member 12

1s agaln formed from spring wire, flattened

out and bent over at its central portion for

the bearing surface; and having its end por-
99

tions 13 bent around to fit into a groove 14,

pressed outwardly from the shank 2 around
The end por-

the mner periphery thereof.
tions 13 have their extremities passed
through a hole in the shank and bent over
at 15 to lock them in position within the

‘shank. The groove 14 is pressed outward
“at the points 16 for a short distance tangen-
tially, so that the spring member may be
1iree to move outwardly under strain upon

the lacing. During said outward motion

of the spring member the end portions 13
tened out toward one another;

will be straig _
and when the strain is relieved they will

spring back into place within the groove 14.

Without, therefore, confining myself to

any particular form or arrangement of the

spring member in the eyelet, what I claim
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as my invention and desire to secure by | extending across the opening through its

~ Letters Patent 1s— shank and mamtained In operative position
1. An eyelet prowded with an elsgfic | by means of recesses formed in the shank 1s
bearing surface to receive a lacing. whereby an elastic bemmg 1s provided for a

5 2. An eyelet contaming an elastic bearing [ lacing.
surface to receive a lacing within thie opening | In testimony whereof I have affixed my
through 1ts shank. | signature, In presence of two witnesses.
- 3. An eyelet containing a spring actuated _
member ulthm the opening through its FRED H. REES.
10 shank to form an elastic bealmg surface for Witnesses

a lacing. MABEL E. BARNES,
4. An eyelet having - | spring member} M. E. VERBECK.
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