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siows that 1,

'mail matter with the stamp side all one way.
_ y s mail is now done’entirely
by hard, the employee using one hand to
‘support the growing stack of faced mail,
“and the other hand to pick up theindividual
- lefters and properly face them by placing
T ther in theé stacl or pile of faced mail. The |
- oil edge leaves the smployee only on¢ hand

uge of one hand to support the faced letters:

m ol

L~ e B

ong post-officé employees that

B table vefy muchqmckerth aih on a horizon-
.
~ unfaced letters which hap pen - to - be right

.....

-
. .
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 over, while Where the facing 1s done on a-

50 horizontal surface each individual letter has

*t6 be picked up.

~~ vide a ‘suitable device into Which the letters
~ can be faced and which will properly hold

_ ¢ upon the mass of un-.
 faced matter. It is obvious that if a proper
tray or device were devised for the purpose
of holding the faced mail, and receiving the
mail as it is faced, the employee would have
~ both hands free with which to sort and work |
 tjpon the unfaced mail; and could face a |
~ quantity of mail very much quicker thdn if
1ié had oiily one hand with which to pick up
the letters and face them: It isalso a well

tal sutface, becaiise in the former case those

i 7 I'the stack of faeed letters, thus leaving both
. Be it known that I, MarcgLLos S. Fraro,
4 éifizen of the United Statés; résiding dt.
Boston, coinity of Suffolk, -and Btate of )
- metit in Lefter-Facing Trays; of which the
the #ccompafiying drawings; is a specified- |
~ “tion, like letters on the drawings represent-.
10 ing like pavts. . o

~sttached to the edge of a table so that the
“letters can be faced off from the edge of the
table into the device. ' L
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- T have shown in th
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- Figure 11s a perspective view of one form

Fig. 2 is'd vertical section through the table

anothier modification of the mnvention. -

constructed entirely independent from the

table; anid merely held in place by the oper-
“gtor. In Figs. 1,2, and 3 I have shown 1t as
‘ranged that 1t SUG

when it is ot in use; while Fig. 4 shows 1t

 ag fixedly secuved to the table, and Fig. 5

‘which the mail is faced, means to sustain the
bottont edges of the letters, and an end rest

‘block are movable relative to each other, so

‘that they can be separated from each other

a5 the. faced mail accumulates in the device.
- Inhg 1,

“projecting from said block are a plurality of

| rods 6, on which rest the bottom edges of the

“glightly -above the rods 6, and constituting

which - happen to be right | the sides of the tray between which the let-
~ side up can merely be slid off from the table” '

“tors aro received, as best shown in Fig. L
The outer end of the rods 8 and 6 are se-

Told the rods properly positioned.

B | D BT | 10 designates an end rest for "-th_e“sta'ck 7
Tt is the object of this irivefition to pro-

“of faced mail, the space between the end rest

 which the mail is placed as it is faced. . The

hands of the operator fiee to work upon the

permanently secured to the table, so ar-.
it can be slid under the table -

shows a device which is entirely independ- )

- In the forms of the invention herein
‘shown thie tray corprises a facing block over

cured to a suitable head 9 which serves to

‘and the facing block constituting that into

515

" Another object of the invention is to pro-

60

A _ n the drawings some forms
_ ST % inwhich my invention may be enibodied.
~This iiivention relates to a déviee which I
have tefmed a letter facing tray; and the
- object of the inverition is to provide a novel
“device which will greatly facilitate the op-
 Oné of the first operations which is per- |
~formed upon mall miatter after it reaches
~ the post-office is generally the cancellation
of the stanips thereon, but before this is ac-
 ¢omplished eithier by canceling machines or |
by hénd, it is cistomary to “ face” the mail,

. - perspective , 65
of 4 device attachied to the edge of a table;

-and facing tray;. shown: in Fig. 15 Figs. 3
| and 4 dre side views of different forms of
my invention; and Ifig. 5 1s a perspective of
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manently attached to the table or may be
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for the end of the stack of faced mail sup-
| portedin the tray. The rest and the facing

90

T '3 designates a suitable table
| having a pile 4 of unfaced mail thereon. At
| the edge of the table is a facing block 5, and

' 05

“faced mail 7. Other rods 8 also project from
‘the facing block, said rods being situated -
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- When the tray is full and the rest

positively driven or free to move.

G2
e

facing block and the end rest have a relative | separate from the table but

movement toward and from each other, and

S

in the preferred form of my invention 1
make the end-rest movable with relation t{o
the facing block. Asa simple and effective
way of thus movably supporting the end rest
I have secured to the lower edge of the same
ordinary serew-eyes 11 through which the
rods 6 pass. Said eyes are secured to the
end-rest near its inner edge 12, and thus
raise said edge slightly from the rod 6, the
weight of the said end-rest bringing the

other edge 13 against said rod, so that the

rest normally stands in the inclined posi-
tion shown.

The facing block 5 has the beveled edge 14
to facilitate the sliding of the mail off from

‘the table into the space between said block

and end-rest 10. -
In the operation of the device the rest 10 is
first moved 1nto close proximity to the facing
block, and the operation of tacing the mail is
begun, the operator having both hands free
tor picking up the letters and tacing them,.
or sliding them from off the table over the
rounded or beveled edge of the facing block
into the space between said block and the
end-rest 10. As the faced mail accumulates
the end-rest slides along the rods 0, the fric-
tion between the edge 13 and said rods pre-
venting sald rest from moving too rapidly.
10 has
been moved clear out to the head J, the stack

- of faced mail can be removed trom the tray

and canceled either by a cancellation ms-
chine or by hand, and upon returnine the
rest to its initial position the tray is ready
for use again.

In the form of the invention shown 1n
I'igs. 1 and 2 the facing block 5 is made

macde a part of the table. The tray 1s also
constructed to be slid under the table when

“not in use, and for this purpose the rods 8§ |

and 8 pass loosely through the tacing block
and are secured at their mnner ends to a head
or cross-bar 16. The tray is held in its ex-
tended position by any suitable means such

as a pivoted ecatch or dog 17. By SWINging

the catch out of the way of the head 16, the |

end 9, and the rods 6 and 8§ may be slid
through the facing block into the dotted line
position, see I'ig. 2, the facing block beng
provided with the slots 18 to accommodate
the rods 6. . -

In Fig. 3 the facing block instead of hav.-
ing the beveled or rounded edge 14 is pro-
vided with the roll 20, which may be either
The ob-

Ject of the roll is to facilitate the movement

~of the letters off from the table into the tray

or receptacle. In other respects the device

shown n Fig. 3 is the same as that shown in

Figs. 1 and 2.

In Fig. 4 the facing block is shown as .

|

- eomprising a facing-block
- edge over which letters can be faced, an end-

011,711

r1o1dly secured
thereto, and the rods ¢ and 8 are rretdly se-
cured at one end to the end or head 9 and at
the other end rigidly sccured to the fneinoe
block 5. Haid block § provided with (ho
beveled edge 14 is rigidly seceured (o the
table 3 n any suitable way as by the anole
bracket 24.

In ¥ig. 5 the device is shown in which the
rods 6 and 8 arve vigid with the head 9 and
tacing block 5 respectively, as in Fieo b bat
said block 1s entirely detached from (he talle.
This device can be either fastened to the
table as shown in Fig. 4 or merely held in
piace between the edge of the table and the
body of the employce or operator, by the
operator leaning slightly against the head 9.

Lt has been my aim to provide an eflicient
cevice for facing mail which shall be ex-
tremely simple and inexpensive to manufae-
ture, and hence I have adopted the form
shown. *y invention is not lmited to (his
precise form nor to the way in which the
rest 10 1s mounted, as it is only essential that
the device have a facing block of some de-
scription, an end rest, and means to support
the faced letters between the block and rost,
said block and rest having a movement reja-
tive to each other.

it will be obvious that many changes may
be made in the form and proportion of the
various parts without departine from the

spirit of the invention expressed in the ap-
pended claims.

Having fully described my mvention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent 1s:—

1. A tray or holder for use in facing mail
having a beveled

rest for the stack of faced tetters, one of said
parts being movable relative to the other,
and means to support the stack of faced lot.
ters between said paits.

2. A tray or holder for use in facine let-
ters comprising a bottom to support the hot-
tom edge of the faced letters, a facing bloclk
rigid with the bottom at one ond thereof,
and an end-rest movable toward and from
the facing block.

5. A tray for facing letters having a hot-
tom to sustain the letters on cdoe, antdes
between which the stack of faced leifors is
received, a facing block at one end of <aid
tray, and an end rest for the stack, said rest
having a frictional sliding engagement with
the bottom.

4. In a device for facing mail, g facing
block means to hold said block aoainst the
edae of a table, means to support the mail
being faced, and a shiding end-rest for the
stack of faced letters, movable toward and
from the facing hlock.

o. In a tray for facing mail. a Tacing
block adapted to be supported at the edge of
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" formmo‘ the bottom and side of the tray,and |
an. end-rest shdably mounted on. the rocls

said rods. - |
6. In a tray for facmcr mall a facmcr"

B block adapted to be supported at the ed ge of |

a table, rods projecting from said block and |-

________

ot tqble fods pi'b]ectmw from sald block and ‘__fomnng the bottom of the tmy and havmg 10

_ _.formmo* the bottom and side of the tray, and |

an end- rest slldably mounted on certam of__
' ~ | name to this spemﬁ(.atlon, in the presence of

-'two SubSCI'lbIHO‘ witnesses.

1rictional encragement therewith.

In testimony whereof, 1 have wned my

MARCELLUS S. FIELD

W:Ltnesses
Louis C S"\IITI-I

Gno W Gmony -
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