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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam K. MolN-
TOsH, a citizen of the United States, residing
in Boston, in the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Snave-bSirainers
and Muffers for Drums, of which tne follow-
ing is a specification.

It is freguently mnecessary, especlally
when drums make a part of an orchestra or
band, to lcosen or release the snaves 1 ovder
to stop and prevent vibration and proauce
the “tom-tom’ effect, and to tighten them
into their normal strained position agaln.

“he obiect of this invention is to provide
o snare-strainer and muffler in which tie
snares can be loosened or tightened 1nstan-
taneously, between two notes, or at &
point or signal, thereby making a quick
change without adjustment at the time of
cither of the changes; and the Invention
consists in the novel consiruction and ar-
rangement of parts, fully described below,
and illustrated in the accompanying Grav-
ings, in whieh _
Figure 1 is a view of the under side of &
drum with my deviee applied thereto and mn
its normal position, that is, with tie snares
taut. THg. 2 is a side view of the device in
its normal position, a portion only of the
drum being illustrated. Fig. 3 is a section
taken on line 3—3, Fig. 2, the upper portion
of the plate r being shown in elevation or
edge view, bul the lower portion being
shown in section on said line 3—3, In order
to illustrate its conmection with the hook
s. Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 5—3,
Fig. 2, the plate r being shown swholly
elevation or edge view. Fig. 5 is a vertical
section taken through the pivet ;, looking
toward the right.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Reference leiter ¢ represents the shell of
an ordinary drum, b the straining-hoop, ¢
the lining-hoop, d the flesh-hoop, and e the
head—=all the parts referred to being at the
lower portion of the drum.

frepresents the snares, usually constructed
of wire or catgut.

All the above parts are constructed sub-
stantially as usual.

In my attachment, ¢ rvepresents a plate
secured at ¢ to the straining-hoop near 1its
lower end. The plate is provided near its
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the lemgth of the throw of the arm (.

is pivotally secured at j the horizontal foot
I of en upwardly extending T-shaped arm
[ whose upper end m constitutes the lower
nortion or member of aclamp the upper por-
tion or member n of which 1s secured tigiitly
at 0 against the end portions of the snares

f, holaing them firmly. A vertical spring 9

is secured at one end at ¢ to the outer race
of thie plate ¢, and its lower end bears against
the end of the foot k. A thim bar r 1s Leld
in swinging engagement with the inner face
of the arm ! by means of the downturned
ook s, and an adjusting screw ¢ extend
througi the arm [ agalust said bar 7. A
cam-wire w Is pivotally heid in eyes v, the
central part w of the horizontal portion
thereof being formed up into camn-shiape, and
sald cam-~wire is provided with a nandle z.
When the parts are in the position illus-
trated in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the handle z1s1n an
approximately vertical position, and the
cam portion w of the cam-wire « is extended
and bears against the bar r, forcing said bar
outward and, of course, swinging the arm {
cutward into an approximately verticai po-
sition, and thus stretching the snares 7 taut
across and ciose to the drum-head e—sald
snares extending from between the clamp
members m and n through a passage ¥ in the
straining-hoop . Now il 1t is cesired to
suddeniy loosen the snares so that the tom-
tom effect will be produced, the handle x 1s
swung quickiy down and the cam portion w
of the wirve v is turned down, thus enabiing
the spring p which bears against the foot £ to
quickly swing said foot cutward and, ot

course, the arm m nward
indicated in ¥ig. 4. A quick ifting ol the
handle z swings the cam outward and up-
ward past the center into the position iilus-
trated in Tigs. 1, 2 and 3 and the snares are
acain strained taut against the drum-head.
is purely an adjusting screw, and

The screw ¢
it in connection with the thin bar » regulates
By
means of the hook-connection s which ex-
tends through a suitable hole 1n the bar 7,
danger of breakage thereof, which 1s apt to
occur if the bar is rigidly connected with the
arm [, 1s opviated.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s:

1. In a snare-strainer and mufller for
drums, & plate adapted to be secured to the

lower edge with ears b between which there | drum, an arm or lever pivotaily connected
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near its lower end to said plate, a Spring in- | connection, a cam supported between said 20
termediate of the plate and arm or fever and plate and arm or lever, a thin bar loosely
‘bearing against the latter below its pivotal | connected at its lower end to the inner sum
- connection with the plate, a snare-clamp sup- | face of the arm or lever and extending up
ported by said plate above said pivotai con- | said surface in the path of rotation of the
nection, a cam supported above said pivotal | cam, an adjusting screw extending through 2
connection between said plate and arm or the arm or lever against the thin plate, and
lever, and means for swinging said cam into | means for swinging said cam and thereby
and out of engagement with the arm or lever moving the arm or lever and strainer-clamp
10 and thus straining and loosening the snares, | outward against the power of the spring and
for the purpose set forth. | allowing the spring to force it mward, for the 3o
2. In a snare-strainer and mufHer for purpose set forth. _
drums, a plate adapted to be secured to the In witness whereof I have signed my name
drum, an arm or lever pivotally connected | to this specification in the presence of two
15 hear 1ts lower end to said plate, a spring in- | subsecribing witnesses. '

T

CH

termediate of the plate and arm or lever and | | WILLIAM F. McINTOSH. |
bearing against the latter below its prvotal Witnesses: i
comnection with the plate, a snare-clamp Hexry W. Wirniawms, '

supported by said plate above said pivotal M. HALLENBECK.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

